
 Elementary English Language Arts 
   Spring into Poetry April 2018   

K - 2nd Grade Suggested Activities
National Poetry Month  is the largest literary celebration in the world, with tens of millions of readers, students, K-12 teachers, librarians, booksellers, literary 
events curators, publishers, and, of course, poets marking poetry’s important place in our culture and our lives. There are many ways to participate. 
Here are just a few: 
2 
Download Poetry in the 
Classroom Calendar and Poetry 
Guide: 

poetry-in-the-classro
om-calendar-17-18.pd 

PoetryBuilder_Guide.
pdf

Set-up classroom collection of 
poetry books. 

3 
Chicken Scratches by George 
Shannon & Lee Brunelle 
http://asp.tumblebooks.com/R
esult.aspx?m=Title&key=Chicke
n%20Scratches Lesson Plan:   

ChickenScratches 
Lesson plan.pdf

4 
Chalk a poem on the 
sidewalk. 

5
readwritethink Writing Poetry 
with Rebus and Rhyme  
Lesson 
Plan: http://www.readwritethin
k.org/classroom-
resources/lesson-plans/writing-
poetry-with-rebus-273.html 

6  
readwritethink Writing Poetry 
with Rebus and Rhyme 
Lesson 
Plan: http://www.readwritethin
k.org/classroom-
resources/lesson-plans/writing-
poetry-with-rebus-273.html 

9 
Ook the Book by Lisa Rovetch  
http://asp.tumblebooks.com/Re
sult.aspx?m=Title&key=Ook%20t
he%20Book 
Lesson Plan:  

OokTheBook 
Lesson plan.pdf

10 
Write class or student acrostic 
poem / online option: 
readwritethink Acrostic Poem 
interactive: http://www.readwri
tethink.org/files/resources/inter
actives/acrostic/

11 
Write class or student acrostic 
poem / online option: 
readwritethink Acrostic Poem 
interactive: http://www.readwri
tethink.org/files/resources/inter
actives/acrostic/

12 
Write class or student shape 
poem / online option: 
readwritethink Shape Poem 
interactive: http://www.readwri
tethink.org/files/resources/inter
actives/theme_poems/ 

13 
Write class or student shape 
poem / online option: 
readwritethink Shape Poem 
interactive: http://www.readwri
tethink.org/files/resources/inter
actives/theme_poems/ 

16 
Theme Poems: Using the Five 
Senses Lesson Plan 
http://www.readwritethink.org/
classroom-resources/lesson-
plans/theme-poems-using-five-
30582.html?tab=4#tabs 

17 
Theme Poems: Using the Five 
Senses Lesson Plan 
http://www.readwritethink.org/
classroom-resources/lesson-
plans/theme-poems-using-five-
30582.html?tab=4#tabs

18 
Theme Poems: Using the Five 
Senses Lesson Plan 
http://www.readwritethink.org/
classroom-resources/lesson-
plans/theme-poems-using-five-
30582.html?tab=4#tabs

19 
Theme Poems: Using the Five 
Senses Lesson Plan 
http://www.readwritethink.org/
classroom-resources/lesson-
plans/theme-poems-using-five-
30582.html?tab=4#tabs 

20 
Theme Poems: Using the Five 
Senses Lesson Plan 
http://www.readwritethink.org/
classroom-resources/lesson-
plans/theme-poems-using-five-
30582.html?tab=4#tabs 

23 
Sharing Poems: Create a 
“Poetree” bulletin board - Write 
a poem or find a favorite one, 
then hang your poem to share 
with others.

24 
Get ready for Mother’s Day 
by making a card featuring 
a line of poetry. 

25 
Opinion Writing: What is your 
favorite poem and supply 
reason for opinion 

OR 
Create an illustration for your 
favorite poem 

26 
Participate in Poem in Your 
Pocket Day 

poempocketday_april
_26_2018.pdf

27 
Poetry Recital 
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Ook the Book


By: Lissa Rovetch


After listening to Ook the Book, make up 
your own rhyme following the author’s 
pattern:                          


I am __________, __________ the 
_____________.  


Draw a picture that illustrates your rhyme.


Examples:


I am Ig, Ig the pig.


I am Air, Air the chair.


I am Oud, Oud the cloud.







Name:_________________________________


Characters in Ook the Book
Use the names in the word bank to fill in the blanks.


Ook             At          Ake           Ug            
Ee             Ow


I am ________________ the book.


I am ________________ the cat.


I am ________________ the bee.


I am ________________the cow.   


I am ________________the snake.


I am ________________the bug.
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Poem 
in Your  
Pocket Day
April 26, 2018


Every April, on Poem in Your Pocket Day, 
people celebrate by selecting a poem, carry-
ing it with them, and sharing it with others 
throughout the day at schools, bookstores, 
libraries, parks, workplaces, and on social 
media using the hashtag #pocketpoem. 


Join us in celebrating Poem in Your Pocket 
Day this year!







Poem in Your Pocket Day was initiated in April 2002 by the Office of the 
Mayor, in partnership with the New York City Departments of Cultural 
Affairs and Education, as part of the city’s National Poetry Month 
celebration. 


The Academy of American Poets, which launched National Poetry Month 
in 1996, took Poem in Your Pocket Day to all fifty United States in 2008, 
encouraging individuals across the country to join in and channel their inner 
bard. 


The Academy of American Poets and the League of Canadian Poets, the 
latter of which has organized National Poetry Month in Canada since 1998, 
have teamed up to extend the reach of Poem in Your Pocket Day across 
North America. 


Ideas for Celebrating Poem in Your Pocket Day
The beauty of Poem in Your Pocket Day is its simplicity. Individuals 
and institutions have generated many creative ways to share poems 
on this special day—from having children create handmade pockets to 
tuck their favorite poems into, to handing out poems to commuters at 
transportation hubs, to distributing poem scrolls in hospitals, nursing 
homes, and local businesses. The ideas are endless but here are a few 
to get you started. And, of course, we invite you to share poems on any 
day during National Poetry Month or during the year!


A Guide to Celebrating Poetry in 
Schools, Communities & Businesses







In Your School
•	 If you’re a school principal or administrator, organize a school-


wide Poem in Your Pocket Day giveaway using the following cu-
rated collection of poems. 


•	 Encourage students to choose a poem from our collection, print 
it out, and post it in a designated area, such as the school cafe-
teria, hallways, or the student lounge.


•	 Hold a student reading of the poems they’ve selected.


In Your Classroom
•	 Have your students choose a poem from our collection. Ask 


them to write a letter to a far-away friend or relative detailing 
what they like about the poem and why they think the recipient 
would enjoy it. Send the letters and poems so they arrive on 
Poem in Your Pocket Day.


•	 Ask your students to choose their favorite poem from our col-
lection, choose their favorite lines, and add those lines to a book-
mark they can decorate with drawings. Collect the bookmarks 
and redistribute them, letting each student pick one that’s not 
their own for ongoing use in class.


•	 Ask your students to memorize a poem and share it with the 
class.


•	 Have your students choose a poem to give away. Ask them to 
print out 20 copies of the poem and come up with a creative 
way to distribute it, such as in the form of a folded-paper animal 
or object (see the Appendix for instructions on how to create a 
folded swan), a decorated scroll, a poem tree, or a bookmark.


•	 Devote a class lesson to teaching your students about the hai-
ku, a three-line poem with seventeen syllables, written in a 5/7/5 
syllable count. (See the Appendix for more about the haiku.) Ask 
your students write their own haikus and share them with the 
class by reading them aloud. Have your students decorate a copy 
of their haikus with drawings and stickers, then encourage them 
to give their poems to a family member or friend.


•	 Organize a class trip for students to visit a nursing home or 
community center and to read and share their favorite poems.







In Your Community
•	 Work with your local community officials to get permission to 


hand out poems in transportation hubs, shopping malls, pe-
destrian malls, or other areas where people in our community 
gather. 


•	 Encourage local businesses to participate in Poem in Your Pock-
et Day by offering discounts to customers who bring in a poem, 
by posting poems in their establishments, or by distributing 
poems on bags, cups, or receipts.  


•	 On April 1, write to your local newspaper asking them to publish 
a poem by a local poet on Poem in Your Pocket Day or to syn-
dicate Poem-a-Day, a digital series available for free from the 
Academy of American Poets. (For more information, visit www.
poets.org/poetsorg/poem-day.)


In Your Workplace
•	 Stand outside the entrance of your place of work and distribute 


poems to employees and coworkers as they begin their day.
•	 Organize a lunch for your employees or coworkers to gather and 


share a meal, as well as their favorite poems by reading them 
aloud.


•	 Ask your employer to encourage employees to choose their 
favorite poems and post them around the office.


•	 Place printouts of poems on people’s desk chairs before they 
arrive to work. 


•	 Add a poem or link to a poem to your email signature. In addition 
to the poems in this guide, you’ll find thousands more at Poets.
org. 


•	 Email a poem to employees and coworkers, encouraging them to 
read and share their own favorites throughout the day. 


•	 Jot a favorite line of poetry on the back of your business card 
before distributing them. 


•	 Tape a poem to the watercooler. 


On Social Media
•	 Post poems, links to poems, or photos of poems on Facebook, 


Instagram, Tumblr, or Twitter using the hashtag #pocketpoem. 







Poems to Share by Contemporary  
American Poets


The Red Poppy by Louise Glück 


Remember by Joy Harjo


Here and There by Juan Felipe Herrera


Cotton Candy by Edward Hirsch 


The Weighing by Jane Hirshfield


The Moment by Marie Howe


Lyric by Khaled Mattawa 


Variation on a Theme by W. S. Merwin


Burning the Old Year by Naomi Shihab Nye


The Dogs at Live Oak Beach, Santa Cruz by Alicia Ostriker


Springing by Marie Ponsot


When Giving Is All We Have by Alberto Ríos


The Owl by Arthur Sze


Eleventh Brother by Jean Valentine


Imaginary Morning Glory by C. D. Wright







The great thing


is not having 


a mind. Feelings:


oh, I have those; they 


govern me. I have 


a lord in heaven 


called the sun, and open 


for him, showing him


the fire of my own heart, fire 


like his presence.


What could such glory be


if not a heart? Oh my brothers and sisters, 


were you like me once, long ago, 


before you were human? Did you 


permit yourselves


to open once, who would never 


open again? Because in truth 


I am speaking now 


the way you do. I speak 


because I am shattered.


The Red Poppy
Louise Glück


Poem in Your Pocket Day


From The Wild Iris, published by The Ecco Press, 1992. Copyright © 1992 by Louise Glück. All rights reserved. Used with permission.







Remember the sky that you were born under,


know each of the star’s stories.


Remember the moon, know who she is.


Remember the sun’s birth at dawn, that is the


strongest point of time. Remember sundown


and the giving away to night.


Remember your birth, how your mother struggled


to give you form and breath. You are evidence of


her life, and her mother’s, and hers.


Remember your father. He is your life, also.


Remember the earth whose skin you are:


red earth, black earth, yellow earth, white earth


brown earth, we are earth.


Remember the plants, trees, animal life who all have their


tribes, their families, their histories, too. Talk to them,


listen to them. They are alive poems.


Remember the wind. Remember her voice. She knows the


origin of this universe.


Remember you are all people and all people


are you.


Remember you are this universe and this


universe is you.


Remember all is in motion, is growing, is you.


Remember language comes from this.


Remember the dance language is, that life is.


Remember.


Remember
Joy Harjo


Poem in Your Pocket Day


Copyright © 1983 by Joy Harjo from She Had Some Horses by Joy Harjo. Used by permission of W. W. Norton & Company, Inc.







I sit and meditate—my dog licks her paws


on the red-brown sofa


so many things somehow


it all is reduced to numbers letters figures


without faces or names only jagged lines


across the miles half-shadows


going into shadow-shadow then destruction         the infinite light


here and there            cannot be overcome


it is the first drop of ink


 


Here and There
Juan Felipe Herrera


Poem in Your Pocket Day


Copyright © 2015 by Juan Felipe Herrera. Originally published in Poem-a-Day on April 14, 2015, by the Academy of American Poets.







We walked on the bridge over the Chicago River


for what turned out to be the last time,


and I ate cotton candy, that sugary air,


that sweet blue light spun out of nothingness.


It was just a moment, really, nothing more,


but I remember marveling at the sturdy cables


of the bridge that held us up


and threading my fingers through the long


and slender fingers of my grandfather,


an old man from the Old World


who long ago disappeared into the nether regions.


And I remember that eight-year-old boy


who had tasted the sweetness of air,


which still clings to my mouth


and disappears when I breathe.


Cotton Candy
Edward Hirsch


Poem in Your Pocket Day


From The Living Fire: New and Selected Poems (Alfred A. Knopf, 2010) by Edward Hirsch. Copyright © 2010 by Edward Hirsch. Used with 
permission of the author. 







The heart’s reasons


seen clearly,


even the hardest


will carry


its whip-marks and sadness


and must be forgiven.


As the drought-starved


eland forgives


the drought-starved lion


who finally takes her,


enters willingly then


the life she cannot refuse,


and is lion, is fed,


and does not remember the other.


So few grains of happiness


measured against all the dark


and still the scales balance.


The world asks of us


only the strength we have and we give it.


Then it asks more, and we give it.


The Weighing
Jane Hirshfield


Poem in Your Pocket Day


From The October Palace (Harper Perennial, 1994) by Jane Hirshfield. Copyright © 1994 by Jane Hirshfield. Used with permission 
of the author.







Oh, the coming-out-of-nowhere moment


when,     nothing


happens


no what-have-I-to-do-today list


maybe     half a moment


the rush of traffic stops.


The whir of I should be, I should be, I should be


slows to silence,


the white cotton curtains hanging still.


The Moment
Marie Howe


Poem in Your Pocket Day


Copyright © 2011 Marie Howe. Used with permission by the author.







Will answers be found


like seeds


planted among rows of song?


Will mouths recognize


the hunger


in their voices, all mouths in unison,


the ah in harmony, the way words


of hope are more


than truth when whispered?


Will we turn to each other and ask,


how long


has it been...how long since?


A world now, a world then


and each


is seeking a foothold, trying


to remember when we looked


at one another


and found—A world again—Surely


what we long for is at the wheel 


contending.


Surely, we’ll soon hear 


its unearthly groan.


Lyric
Khaled Mattawa


Poem in Your Pocket Day


From Tocqueville by Khaled Mattawa, published by New Issues Poetry & Prose. Copyright © 2010 Khaled Mattawa. Used with permission 
of New Issues Poetry & Prose.







Thank you my life long afternoon


late in this spring that has no age


my window above the river


for the woman you led me to


when it was time at last the words


coming to me out of mid-air


that carried me through the clear day


and come even now to find me


for old friends and echoes of them


those mistakes only I could make


homesickness that guides the plovers


from somewhere they had loved before


they knew they loved it to somewhere


they had loved before they saw it


thank you good body hand and eye


and the places and moments known


only to me revisiting


once more complete just as they are


and the morning stars I have seen


and the dogs who are guiding me


Variation on a Theme
W. S. Merwin


Poem in Your Pocket Day


From Collected Poems 1996–2011 by W. S. Merwin. Copyright  © 2013 by W. S. Merwin. Reprinted by permission of The Library of America. 







Letters swallow themselves in seconds.   


Notes friends tied to the doorknob,   


transparent scarlet paper,


sizzle like moth wings,


marry the air.


So much of any year is flammable,   


lists of vegetables, partial poems.   


Orange swirling flame of days,   


so little is a stone.


Where there was something and suddenly isn’t,   


an absence shouts, celebrates, leaves a space.   


I begin again with the smallest numbers.


Quick dance, shuffle of losses and leaves,   


only the things I didn’t do   


crackle after the blazing dies.


Burning the Old Year
Naomi Shihab Nye


Poem in Your Pocket Day


From Words Under the Words: Selected Poems. Copyright © 1995 by Naomi Shihab Nye. Reprinted with the permission of the author.







As if there could be a world


Of absolute innocence


In which we forget ourselves


The owners throw sticks


And half-bald tennis balls


Toward the surf


And the happy dogs leap after them


As if catapulted—


Black dogs, tan dogs,


Tubes of glorious muscle—


Pursuing pleasure


More than obedience


They race, skid to a halt in the wet sand,


Sometimes they’ll plunge straight into


The foaming breakers


Like diving birds, letting the green turbulence


Toss them, until they snap and sink


Teeth into floating wood


Then bound back to their owners


Shining wet, with passionate speed


For nothing,


For absolutely nothing but joy.


The Dogs at Live Oak Beach, 
Santa Cruz
Alicia Ostriker


Poem in Your Pocket Day


Copyright © 1998 by Alicia Ostriker. Used with permission of the author.







In a skiff on a sunrisen lake we are watchers.


Swimming aimlessly is luxury just as walking 


loudly up a shallow stream is.


As we lean over the deep well, we whisper.


Friends at hearths are drawn to the one warm air; 


strangers meet on beaches drawn to the one wet sea.


What wd it be to be water, one body of water 


(what water is is another mystery) (We are 


water divided.) It wd be a self without walls, 


with surface tension, specific gravity a local


exchange between bedrock and cloud of falling and rising, 


rising to fall, falling to rise.


(1962)


Springing
Marie Ponsot


Poem in Your Pocket Day


Excerpted from Springing by Marie Ponsot. Copyright © 2002 by Marie Ponsot. Excerpted by permission of Knopf, a division of Random 
House, Inc. All rights reserved. No part of this excerpt may be reproduced without permission in writing from the publisher.







We give because someone gave to us.


We give because nobody gave to us.


We give because giving has changed us.


We give because giving could have changed us.


We have been better for it,


We have been wounded by it—


Giving has many faces: It is loud and quiet,


Big, though small, diamond in wood-nails.


Its story is old, the plot worn and the pages too,


But we read this book, anyway, over and again:


Giving is, first and every time, hand to hand,


Mine to yours, yours to mine.


You gave me blue and I gave you yellow.


Together we are simple green. You gave me


What you did not have, and I gave you


What I had to give—together, we made


Something greater from the difference.


When Giving Is All We Have
Alberto Ríos


Poem in Your Pocket Day


One river gives
Its journey to the next.


Copyright © 2014 by Alberto Ríos. Used with permission of the author.







The path was purple in the dusk.


I saw an owl, perched,


on a branch.


 


And when the owl stirred, a fine dust


fell from its wings. I was


silent then. And felt


 


the owl quaver. And at dawn, waking,


the path was green in the 


May light. 


The Owl
Arthur Sze


Poem in Your Pocket Day


From The Redshifting Web: Poems 1970–1998.  Copyright © 1998 by Arthur Sze. Used by permission of The Permissions Company, Inc., on 
behalf of Copper Canyon Press. 







Rone arm still a swan’s wing


The worst had happened before: love—before


I knew it was mine—


turned into a wild


swan      and flew


across the rough water


Outsider      seedword


until I die


I will be open to you as an egg


speechless red.


Eleventh Brother
Jean Valentine


Poem in Your Pocket Day


From Door in the Mountain. Copyright © 2004 by Jean Valentine. Reprinted with permission of Wesleyan University Press.







Whether or not the water was freezing. The body


would break its sheathe. Without layer on layer


of feather and air to insulate the loving belly.


A cloudy film surrounding the point of entry. If blue


were not blue how could love be love. But if the body


were made of rings. A loose halo would emerge


in the telluric light. If anyone were entrusted to verify


this rare occurrence. As the petal starts to


dwindle and curl unto itself. And only then. Love,


blue. Hallucinogenic blue, love.


Imaginary Morning Glory
C. D. Wright


Poem in Your Pocket Day


Copyright © by C. D. Wright. Used with the permission of the author.







Louise Glück is the author of over a dozen books of poetry, including Faithful and Virtuous 


Night (Farrar, Straus and Giroux, 2014), which won the 2014 National Book Award in Poetry. 


Her other honors include the Pulitzer Prize and the Lannan Literary Award for Poetry.  In 1999, 


Glück was elected a Chancellor of the Academy of American Poets, and in the fall of 2003, she 


was appointed the twelfth U.S. Poet Laureate. She lives in Connecticut.


Joy Harjo’s poetry collections include Conflict Resolution for Holy Beings (W. W. Norton, 


2015) and How We Became Human: New and Selected Poems (W. W. Norton, 2002). In 2015, she 


received the Wallace Stevens Award from the Academy of American Poets. Her other honors 


include the PEN Open Book Award and the American Indian Distinguished Achievement in the 


Arts Award. She lives in Tulsa, Oklahoma. 


Juan Felipe Herrera was the U. S. Poet Laureate and served as a Chancellor of the Academy 
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In school, I hated poetry—those skinny,


Malnourished poems that professors love;


The bad grammar and dirty words that catch


In the mouth like fishhooks, tear holes in speech.


Pablo, your words are rain I run through,


Grass I sleep in.


To Pablo
George Elliott Clarke


Poem in Your Pocket Day


© Gaspereau Press Ltd, from Whylah Falls







It would have paws, not feet, 


four of them to sink into the moss


when humans blunder up the path.


Or hooves, small ones,


leaving half-moons in the sand.


Something to make you stop


    and wonder


what kind of animal this is,


where it came from, where it’s going.


It draws nearest when you are most alone. 


You lay red plums on your blanket,


a glass of cool cider, two sugar cubes,


knowing it is tame and wild—


 the perfect animal—


knowing it will stop for nothing


as it walks


              with its four new legs


right off the page.


If a Poem Could Walk
Lorna Crozier


Poem in Your Pocket Day


From The Blue Hour of the Day: Selected Poems, McClelland and Stewart 







I don’t get poetry either. Mostly I get cavities,


ad mail. Once, I got eleven hundred dollars


in small change from my father for Christmas.


He said, you’ve got to work for your money—


meaning you’ve got to haul it through six feet 


of snow to the bank, good luck, here’s a bag.  


My father is more like a poem than most poems 


are. He once tucked a living loon into his coat 


and brought it home to amuse my mother who 


loves birds, especially surprised-sounding birds, 


especially owls. My nostalgia receptors zigzag 


wildly through me when I think of my father 


pushing his metal detector across all the parks, 


school yards, and riverbanks of this great nation,  


waving it back and forth—like some sort of 


yaywho, my mother would say—until it beeps


solemnly above a nickel. With a butterknife


he cuts such slender metaphors from the earth.


Another Poem About  
 My Father
Kayla Czaga


Poem in Your Pocket Day


Reprinted with permission.







we had snow horses and we had saw horses—both melted 


we had stuffed horses and we had stick horses—they decayed


we had skid horses and we had mules—both became obsolete


we rode saddle horses and some of us rode broncs


there were horses in our eyes but more in our heads


we had stories and bet on horses, and sometimes they became one


we had many horses but never owned one


we had bold horses and we had silent ones


we had hunters, saddle and pack horses


we rode small, swift buffalo runners


and drove lumbering Belgian skid horses


we had many horses but never owned one


we rode horses and they raised us


 


rich in horses
Marilyn Dumont


Poem in Your Pocket Day


From The Pemmican Eaters, ECW Press 2015







The incline to our streets was first invented


as an easy way to feed the ocean tethered 


to the end of them. We’d roll down bottles


of caught breath of our gifted sermons.


We’d drag skeins of dreams talk. Little hoofed


arguments. The ocean was a beast left in our care


and it was in our best interest to keep it fed.  


This is how we thought back then. For awhile


it was renamed Dragon and men would spear its sides


and endure its wrath to get to the swimming jewels


beneath it. We often ate those jewels,


cooking their slender bodies over our fires.


Back then, we didn’t know a great deal


about dragons and how, when provoked,


they’d stand and flap their gigantic wings.


This is how we first learned of storms. The fish


in our cooking pots would swim hard then,


the lash of their home coming down for them


through our roofs.


Five
Sue Goyette


Poem in Your Pocket Day


From Ocean (Gaspereau Press, 2013)







Pack light, walk tall. You’ll need courage to take this road.


The maple bows to you, scattering her leaves upon this road. 


A flap of cardinal feathers, the night-dipped wing of a raven!


Turn your head, there’s more to see than the end of this road. 


Have you dropped enough crumbs to trace your heart back home?


Home is in every step you take, home is every rock on this road.


When you arrive, reach into your pocket and pull out that rock. 


Leave it behind— someone else will find home on this road.


The Road Ghazal
Sheniz Janmohamed


Poem in Your Pocket Day


© Sheniz Janmohamed







The moon has gone over the hill and now


still lustres faintly in the trees


before she sinks in cloud banks, marsh,


the flattened sea, the pale shine of the beach


which, with no moon at all, is white.


 


It seems


a chalkboard in a school


on which the flung-up drift-weed


scrawls letters not one of us could read,


twined, twinned with logs and dory rope.


 


The soft foam nuzzles at my feet.


The night air’s cold. No birds


wheel out about there in the sky.


Now all of us (our mentor, moon)


withdraw, go under covers, go to bed.


Mentor Moon
M. Travis Lane


Poem in Your Pocket Day


From Crossover, Cormorant Press, 2015







Magpie as neighbour. You’ve moved in,


hold your raucous parties, shout at the kids,


fix up your house—a slipshod, DIY


endeavour that always seems half-done. Twigs


strewn all around the yard.


We complain that you’ve forced out


the elegant kingbird couple


and that lovely warbler family who used


to ornament the neighbourhood,


 forgetting it wasn’t you


who moved in first, altered the architecture


of poplar, hazelnut and reed-rimmed slough,


wild rose, stonecrop, berry bush.


 We ignore the fact 


that you’re the only ones prepared to cope with us— 


to live off garbage bins out back,


plant your nests where predatory cars 


go prowling by, and square up to the cat.


There Goes the 
 Neighborhood
Alice Major


Poem in Your Pocket Day


© Alice Major







What is buried may eventually rise:


the delicious life, lost treasures with black shells,


amber whites and pungent cheese-like yolks,


living proof that a sleeping beauty


lives after having slept so long.


The emperors of ancient China


believed in everlasting life,


that if buried with their household cast


would rise and restart their reigns on cue.


In a dream of a winter morning a thousand years away,


my daughter wakes with half the day


consumed by teenage sleep.


She has probably grown in the night—


taller and more beautiful than yesterday,


and with her disshevelled hair,


red and radiant in the midday sun,


she passes before our kitchen window


translucent as amber when light shines through.


The Thousand-Year Egg
Bruce Meyer


Poem in Your Pocket Day


From The Arrow of Time, Ronsdale Press, 2015







My debts are my blessings, so I stay home


to count what I haven’t, and add no more.


The pots above the stove hang and ring


their slight touches as I enter the room.


Here are the facts of you alone, they sing.


The kitchen table is an accountant’s desk.


Sit down without a plate, it says, among


the strewn toys and echoed noise of small wrecks.


Calculate not what’s owed and owned,


but what’s outstanding, and who that’s for.


Owed
George Murray


Poem in Your Pocket Day


From Whiteout (ECW Press, 2012), used with permission of author







Ferry the locals from Kottayam to the church on Sunday.


Fetch the elephants.


Take the bus ride to Kumali,


come to the southwest corner


and the tea plantations, seven degrees south, overlooking


the ocean’s scrim.


Mussels on request, unlimited rations of supplicants and sand.


$45 a day for two.


Albino dolphins and leopard-skin patches pad the beach.


All hats are cool.


Now you can forget how you got here.


Negotiate the sunset.


Nets in waiting above the sea.


Go to Giddyfly.


North of Cochin
Antony di Nardo


Poem in Your Pocket Day


From Roaming Charges, Brick Books, 2015.







Voyageurs all of us. Riding the day


long shimmer of waves 


reflecting window storefronts. 


Circuitous routes 


catching us in their current. 


Shooting the Rideau Street rapids.  


Funneled along MacKenzie King.


Dashing to a swift stop at Lincoln Fields, 


Pinecrest or Bayshore eddy.


Voyageurs all of us, pulling together,


soon to lay our paddles down, 


weary and destined 


for dinner.


Paddling the Bus
Armand Garnet Ruffo


Poem in Your Pocket Day


© Armand Garnet Ruffo







That summer we hiked past the rip-rapped roads


 stayed high up on trails,


 logged to the water line, 


 covered in young hemlock,


 red alder.


—That’s how you find the river


—Line by line, the alder or follow the trail 


 To young Douglas Firs, tree farmed,


close to power lines, radio towers visible, 


western Hemlocks, also planted. 


coastal streams built over, where coho once, pink once, chinook, 


chum, salmon, steelhead—


Once upon a time, we were together.


Before Is Also a Place:  
 To the Eve River
Renée Sarojini Saklikar


Poem in Your Pocket Day


A version of this poem forthcoming in Thot-J-Bap, Nous-Zot Press, 2016







dearest,


every time I say “hello”


my words claw at my lips


biting into the sides of my cheeks


because what I wanted to say was


there are cobwebs in my wrists


my mouth tastes like stale rose petals


I have been trying to bloom in winter sunlight


but instead I prise my teeth apart once more


to ask how you’ve been


and make crescent moons in my palms


swallow the love letters in my throat


somebody told me that a part of me was once a supernova exploding


and I wonder if my skin reaching for yours is just a star


piecing itself together.


i would call this a love 
 letter but i’m not 
 wordsworth and there 
 aren’t enough flowers 
Zainab Syed


Poem in Your Pocket Day


Winning poem, 2014 Jessamy Stursberg Contest for Canadian Youth, Senior category







The first memory I recall


is watching this barn rise


into a sky where nothing stood,


the nothing there said, “Bye.”


What if endless fires raged


and swept the barns away?


Where would we keep our tools and toil?


Where would the critters stray?


The first memory I recall


is of our dog chasing a fox.


My father raised his rifle, aimed.


Guess which one he shot.


Ode to a Barn
Daniel Scott Tysdal


Poem in Your Pocket Day
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The night is darkening round me, 


The wild winds coldly blow; 


But a tyrant spell has bound me 


And I cannot, cannot go. 


 


The giant trees are bending 


Their bare boughs weighed with snow. 


And the storm is fast descending, 


And yet I cannot go. 


 


Clouds beyond clouds above me, 


Wastes beyond wastes below; 


But nothing drear can move me; 


I will not, cannot go. 


 


 


 


 


 


 


               


Spellbound
Emily Brontë 


Poem in Your Pocket Day


This poem is in the public domain. For more poems visit poets.org







Whirl up, sea— 


Whirl your pointed pines.   


Splash your great pines   


On our rocks.   


Hurl your green over us— 


Cover us with your pools of fir. 


  


Oread
H. D. 


Poem in Your Pocket Day


This poem is in the public domain. For more poems visit poets.org







Wild Nights — Wild Nights! 


Were I with thee 


Wild Nights should be 


Our luxury! 


 


Futile — the winds — 


To a heart in port — 


Done with the compass — 


Done with the chart! 


 


Rowing in Eden — 


Ah, the sea! 


Might I moor — Tonight — 


In thee!  


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


           


Wild Nights—Wild Nights!
Emliy Dickinson


Poem in Your Pocket Day


This poem is in the public domain. For more poems visit poets.org







Batter my heart, three-personed God, for you 


As yet but knock, breathe, shine, and seek to mend; 


That I may rise, and stand, o’erthrow me, and bend 


Your force to break, blow, burn, and make me new. 


I, like an usurped town, to another due, 


Labour to admit you, but Oh, to no end. 


Reason, your viceroy in me, me should defend, 


But is captived, and proves weak or untrue. 


Yet dearly I love you, and would be loved fain, 


But am betrothed unto your enemy: 


Divorce me, untie or break that knot again, 


Take me to you, imprison me, for I, 


Except you enthrall me, never shall be free, 


Nor ever chaste, except you ravish me. 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


           


Holy Sonnet 14
John Donne


Poem in Your Pocket Day


This poem is in the public domain. For more poems visit poets.org







              The oriole sings in the greening grove 


                          As if he were half-way waiting, 


                          The rosebuds peep from their hoods of green, 


                          Timid and hesitating. 


The rain comes down in a torrent sweep 


             And the nights smell warm and piney, 


The garden thrives, but the tender shoots 


             Are yellow-green and tiny. 


Then a flash of sun on a waiting hill,  


             Streams laugh that erst were quiet, 


The sky smiles down with a dazzling blue 


             And the woods run mad with riot. 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


  


Summer in the South
Paul Laurence Dunbar 


Poem in Your Pocket Day


This poem is in the public domain. For more poems visit poets.org







I found a dimpled spider, fat and white, 


On a white heal-all, holding up a moth 


Like a white piece of rigid satin cloth— 


Assorted characters of death and blight 


Mixed ready to begin the morning right, 


Like the ingredients of a witches’ broth— 


A snow-drop spider, a flower like a froth, 


And dead wings carried like a paper kite. 


 


What had that flower to do with being white, 


The wayside blue and innocent heal-all? 


What brought the kindred spider to that height, 


Then steered the white moth thither in the night? 


What but design of darkness to appall?— 


If design govern in a thing so small. 


 


 


  


Design
Robert Frost 


Poem in Your Pocket Day


This poem is in the public domain. For more poems visit poets.org







Bright star! would I were steadfast as thou art— 


   Not in lone splendour hung aloft the night, 


And watching, with eternal lids apart, 


   Like Nature’s patient sleepless Eremite, 


The moving waters at their priestlike task 


   Of pure ablution round earth’s human shores, 


Or gazing on the new soft fallen mask 


   Of snow upon the mountains and the moors— 


No—yet still steadfast, still unchangeable, 


   Pillow’d upon my fair love’s ripening breast, 


To feel for ever its soft fall and swell, 


   Awake for ever in a sweet unrest, 


Still, still to hear her tender-taken breath, 


And so live ever—or else swoon to death. 


 


 


                 


 


 


 


 


 


 


Bright Star
John Keats 


Poem in Your Pocket Day


This poem is in the public domain. For more poems visit poets.org







Bananas ripe and green, and ginger root 


     Cocoa in pods and alligator pears, 


And tangerines and mangoes and grape fruit, 


     Fit for the highest prize at parish fairs, 


 


Sat in the window, bringing memories 


     of fruit-trees laden by low-singing rills, 


And dewy dawns, and mystical skies 


     In benediction over nun-like hills. 


 


My eyes grow dim, and I could no more gaze; 


     A wave of longing through my body swept, 


And, hungry for the old, familiar ways 


     I turned aside and bowed my head and wept. 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


The Tropics of New York
Claude McKay 


Poem in Your Pocket Day


This poem is in the public domain. For more poems visit poets.org







I will be the gladdest thing   


    Under the sun!   


I will touch a hundred flowers   


    And not pick one.   


   


I will look at cliffs and clouds 


    With quiet eyes,   


Watch the wind bow down the grass,   


    And the grass rise.   


   


And when lights begin to show   


    Up from the town, 


I will mark which must be mine,   


    And then start down! 


 


  


Afternoon on a Hill
Edna St. Vincent Millay


Poem in Your Pocket Day


This poem is in the public domain. For more poems visit poets.org







What passing-bells for these who die as cattle?  


Only the monstrous anger of the guns.  


Only the stuttering rifles’ rapid rattle  


Can patter out their hasty orisons.  


No mockeries now for them; no prayers nor bells;  


Nor any voice of mourning save the choirs,  


The shrill, demented choirs of wailing shells;  


And bugles calling for them from sad shires.  


What candles may be held to speed them all?  


Not in the hands of boys, but in their eyes  


Shall shine the holy glimmers of good-byes.  


The pallor of girls’ brows shall be their pall;  


Their flowers the tenderness of patient minds,  


And each slow dusk a drawing-down of blinds.  


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


  


Anthem for Doomed 
 Youth
Wilfred Owen 


Poem in Your Pocket Day


This poem is in the public domain. For more poems visit poets.org







Shall I compare thee to a summer’s day? 


Thou art more lovely and more temperate. 


Rough winds do shake the darling buds of May, 


And summer’s lease hath all too short a date. 


Sometime too hot the eye of heaven shines, 


And often is his gold complexion dimmed; 


And every fair from fair sometime declines, 


By chance, or nature’s changing course, untrimmed; 


But thy eternal summer shall not fade, 


Nor lose possession of that fair thou ow’st, 


Nor shall death brag thou wand’rest in his shade, 


When in eternal lines to Time thou grow’st. 


     So long as men can breathe, or eyes can see, 


     So long lives this, and this gives life to thee. 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


Sonnet 18
William Shakespeare 


Poem in Your Pocket Day


This poem is in the public domain. For more poems visit poets.org







Thunder blossoms gorgeously above our heads, 


Great, hollow, bell-like flowers, 


Rumbling in the wind, 


Stretching clappers to strike our ears . . . 


Full-lipped flowers 


Bitten by the sun 


Bleeding rain 


Dripping rain like golden honey— 


And the sweet earth flying from the thunder. 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


  


Storm Ending
Jean Toomer 


Poem in Your Pocket Day


This poem is in the public domain. For more poems visit poets.org







I Celebrate myself, and sing myself, 


And what I assume you shall assume, 


For every atom belonging to me as good belongs to you. 


 


I loafe and invite my soul, 


I lean and loafe at my ease observing a spear of summer grass. 


 


My tongue, every atom of my blood, form’d from this soil, 


 this air, 


Born here of parents born here from parents the same, and  


 their parents the same, 


I, now thirty-seven years old in perfect health begin, 


Hoping to cease not till death. 


 


Creeds and schools in abeyance, 


Retiring back a while sufficed at what they are, but never 


 forgotten, 


I harbor for good or bad, I permit to speak at every hazard, 


Nature without check with original energy. 


 


 


 


Song of Myself, I
Walt Whitman 


Poem in Your Pocket Day


This poem is in the public domain. For more poems visit poets.org







A slumber did my spirit seal; 


   I had no human fears: 


She seemed a thing that could not feel 


   The touch of earthly years. 


 


No motion has she now, no force; 


   She neither hears nor sees; 


Rolled round in earth’s diurnal course, 


   With rocks, and stones, and trees. 


 


 


 


 


  


A Slumber Did My  
 Spirit Seal
William Wordsworth 


Poem in Your Pocket Day


This poem is in the public domain. For more poems visit poets.org







I will arise and go now, and go to Innisfree, 


And a small cabin build there, of clay and wattles made: 


Nine bean-rows will I have there, a hive for the honey-bee; 


And live alone in the bee-loud glade. 


 


And I shall have some peace there, for peace comes dropping slow, 


Dropping from the veils of the morning to where the cricket sings; 


There midnight’s all a glimmer, and noon a purple glow, 


And evening full of the linnet’s wings. 


 


I will arise and go now, for always night and day 


I hear lake water lapping with low sounds by the shore; 


While I stand on the roadway, or on the pavements grey, 


I hear it in the deep heart’s core. 


 


 


 


The Lake Isle of Innisfree
W. B. Yeats


Poem in Your Pocket Day


This poem is in the public domain. For more poems visit poets.org







Haiku


A traditional Japanese haiku is a three-line poem with 
seventeen syllables, written in a 5/7/5 syllable count. Often 
focusing on images from nature, haiku emphasizes simplici-
ty, intensity, and directness of expression.


Haiku began in thirteenth-century Japan as the opening 
phrase of renga, an oral poem, generally 100 stanzas long, 
which was also composed syllabically. The much shorter 
haiku broke away from renga in the sixteenth-century, and 
was mastered a century later by Matsuo Basho, who wrote 
this classic haiku:
     
     An old pond!
     A frog jumps in—
     the sound of water.


Haiku was traditionally written in the present tense and fo-
cused on associations between images. There was a pause 
at the end of the first or second line, and a “season word,” 
or kigo, specified the time of year.


As the form has evolved, many of these rules—including 
the 5/7/5 practice—have been routinely broken. However, 
the philosophy of haiku has been preserved: the focus on a 
brief moment in time; a use of provocative, colorful images; 
an ability to be read in one breath; and a sense of sudden 
enlightenment and illumination.


 


To read more examples 
of poems written in the 
haiku form, visit  
www.poets.org/haiku.


To read about other 
poetic forms, such as the 
acrostic, the cinquain, 
and the sonnet, visit 
www.poets.org.


Appendix







How to Create a Folded Swan







Diagram by Andrew Hudson, Public  
Diagram Project. Used with permission 
of the Creative Commons Attribution 
3.0 United States License. 







Other Resources


Poem-a-Day 
Poem-a-Day is the original and only daily digital poetry series featuring over 200 new, 
previously unpublished poems by today’s talented poets each year. On weekdays, poems 
are accompanied by exclusive commentary by the poets. The series highlights classic 
poems on weekends. Launched in 2006, Poem-a-Day is now distributed via email, web, 
and social media to 350,000+ readers free of charge and is available for syndication. 
For more information, visit www.poets.org/poetsorg/poem-day.


Teach This Poem
Inspired by the success of our popular syndicated series Poem-a-Day, we’re pleased 
to announce the launch of Teach This Poem. Produced for K-12 educators, Teach This 
Poem features one poem a week from our online poetry collection, accompanied by 
interdisciplinary resources and activities designed to help teachers quickly and easily 
bring poetry into the classroom. The series is curated by our Educator in Residence,  
Dr. Madeleine Fuchs Holzer, and is available for free via email. For more information, 
visit www.poets.org/poetsorg/teach-poem.


Poetry Lesson Plans
The Academy of American Poets presents lesson plans, most of which align with Com-
mon Core State Standards, and all of which have been reviewed by our Educator in 
Residence with an eye toward developing skills of perception and imagination. We hope 
they will inspire the educators in our community to bring even more poems into your 
classrooms! For more information, visit www.poets.org/poetsorg/lesson-plans.


National Poetry Month
National Poetry Month is the largest literary celebration in the world, with tens of mil-
lions of readers, students, K-12 teachers, librarians, booksellers, literary events cura-
tors, publishers, bloggers, and, of course, poets marking poetry’s important place in 
our culture and our lives. 


While we celebrate poets and poetry year-round, the Academy of American Poets was 
inspired by the successful celebrations of Black History Month (February) and Women’s 
History Month (March), and founded National Poetry Month in April 1996 with an aim to:


•	 highlight the extraordinary legacy and ongoing achievement of American poets,
•	 encourage the reading of poems,
•	 assist teachers in bringing poetry into their classrooms,
•	 increase the attention paid to poetry by national and local media,
•	 encourage increased publication and distribution of poetry books, and 
•	 encourage support for poets and poetry.


For more information, visit www.poets.org/npm.



www.poets.org/npm





The Academy of American Poets
The Academy of American Poets is the largest membership-based nonprofit 
organization fostering an appreciation for contemporary poetry and supporting 
American poets. For over three generations, the organization has connected mil-
lions of people to great poetry through programs such as National Poetry Month, 
the largest literary celebration in the world; Poets.org, one of the leading poet-
ry sites online; American Poets, a biannual magazine; an annual series of poetry 
readings and special events; and its education programs. 


The League of Canadian Poets
The League of Canadian Poets is the professional organization for established 
and emerging Canadian poets. Founded in 1966 to nurture the advancement of 
poetry in Canada, and the promotion of the interests of poets, it now comprises 
over 700 members. The League serves the poetry community and promotes a 
high level of professional achievement through events, networking, projects, pub-
lications, mentoring and awards. It administers programs and funds for govern-
ments and private donors and encourages an appreciative readership and audi-
ence for poetry through educational partnerships and presentations to diverse 
groups. As the recognized voice of Canadian poets, it represents their concerns 
to governments, publishers, and society at large, and maintains connections with 
similar organizations at home and abroad. The League strives to promote equal 
opportunities for poets from every literary tradition and cultural and demo-
graphic background.
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 v National Poetry Month Poster Request Form Opened
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Labor Day
International Literacy Day
BIRTHDAY  Sonia Sanchez (b. 1934)
BIRTHDAY  H. D. (b. 1886)
National Arts in Education Week Begins
BIRTHDAY  Claude McKay (b. 1889)
BIRTHDAY  William Carlos Williams (b. 1883)
First Day of Autumn
National Punctuation Day
Banned Books Week Begins
BIRTHDAY  Shel Silverstein (b. 1930)
BIRTHDAY  T. S. Eliot (b. 1888)
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Welcome to our interactive Poetry in the Classroom Calendar, 
designed to inspire ideas for bringing poetry into your classroom 
throughout the 2017–2018 academic year. Click the linked icons 
and text to discover related resources.


For more than five decades, we’ve been dedicated to serving 
K–12 teachers through our programs and resources. Today, we’re 
the only poetry organization that offers materials for teachers 
produced by an education expert. Our Educator in Residence, 
Dr. Madeleine Holzer, ensures that our education content is of the 
highest quality.


Visit our website, Poets.org, and find over 2,000 biographies of 
poets, over 7,000 poems discoverable by theme and occasion, 
plus lesson plans, short essays on poetic terms, guides to poetic 
schools and movements, and more...


Watch Our Video Guide to Poets.org, with a Special
Introduction by Our Education Ambassador, Richard
Blanco
Browse Our Lesson Plans
Read Essays on Teaching Poetry
Sign Up for Teach This Poem and Our Educator Newsletter
Create a Poetry Anthology to Share with Students
Participate in the Dear Poet Project
Celebrate National Poetry Month
Sign Up for Poem-a-Day
Find Poetry Near You


We hope you have a great school year. And we’re sincerely 
grateful for all that you do! Here’s hoping our calendar makes it a 
little easier.
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the poet’s biography on 
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https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/contributor/madeleine-fuchs-holzer

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/materials-teachers

https://www.poets.org/

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/poets

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/poems

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/lesson-plans

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/teaching-poetry

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/texts?field_texttype_tid=801

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/texts?field_texttype_tid=801

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/text/video-teachers-guide-poetsorg

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/lesson-plans

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/teaching-poetry

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/teach-poem

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/stanza/how-create-anthology

https://www.poets.org/national-poetry-month/dear-poet-project

https://www.poets.org/national-poetry-month/home

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/poem-day

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/poetry-near-you

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/text/poems-about-school-subjects

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/hispanic-heritage-month

https://www.poets.org/national-poetry-month/form/poster-request-form

www.poets.org/poetsorg/poem/work

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/poet/sonia-sanchez

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/poet/h-d

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/poet/claude-mckay

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/poet/william-carlos-williams

www.poets.org/poetsorg/text/autumn-poems-kids

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/poems/45676

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/poet/shel-silverstein

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/text/banned-books

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/poet/t-s-eliot

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/poem/love-song-j-alfred-prufrock
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BIRTHDAY  Stephen Crane (b. 1871)
National Author's Day
BIRTHDAY  C. K. Williams (b. 1936)
Election Day
BIRTHDAY  Anne Sexton (b. 1928)
Veterans Day
BIRTHDAY  Robert Louis Stevenson (b. 1850)
BIRTHDAY  Marianne Moore (b. 1887)
BIRTHDAY  Ted Berrigan (b. 1934)
BIRTHDAY  Paul Celan (b. 1920) 
Thanksgiving
BIRTHDAY  William Blake (b. 1757)
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v Halloween


News from the Academy of American Poets
 v Fall–Winter American Poets Magazine Released
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BIRTHDAY  Wallace Stevens (b. 1879)
World Teachers Day—Thank you for all you do!
BIRTHDAY  Amiri Baraka (b. 1934)
Teen Read Week Begins
Columbus Day/Indigenous Peoples’ Day
Friday the  13th
BIRTHDAY  E. E. Cummings (b. 1894)
Dictionary Day
BIRTHDAY  Jupiter Hammon (b. 1711)
Black Poetry Day
BIRTHDAY  John Berryman (b. 1914)
BIRTHDAY  Sylvia Plath (b. 1932) 
Statue of Liberty Dedicated, 1886
BIRTHDAY  Ezra Pound (b. 1885)
Halloween
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https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/collection/we-poets

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/halloween-poems

https://www.poets.org/american-poets-magazine/home

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/text/invisible-priest-contemporary-american-poetry-and-echo-stevens

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/poet/wallace-stevens

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/resources-teachers

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/poet/amiri-baraka

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/stanza/amiri-baraka-police-brutality-and-solidarity-poets

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/poetry-teens

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/text/ancestors-mapping-indigenous-poetry-and-poets

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/poem/thirteen-ways-looking-blackbird

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/text/archive-e-e-cummingss-postcard

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/poet/e-e-cummings

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/poet/jupiter-hammon

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/collection/poets-glossary

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/text/brief-guide-black-arts-movement

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/poet/john-berryman

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/poem/dream-song-1

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/poet/sylvia-plath

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/text/brief-guide-confessional-poetry

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/poem/new-colossus

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/text/brief-guide-modernism

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/poet/ezra-pound

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/lesson/ghosts-and-spirits

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/native-american-heritage-month

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/poems-thanksgiving

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/poets

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/poet/stephen-crane

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/poet/c-k-williams

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/text/beginnings

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/lesson/incredible-bridges-%E2%80%9Cpraise-song-day%E2%80%9D-elizabeth-alexander

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/poet/anne-sexton

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/text/archive-anne-sextons-1967-letter

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/lesson/literature-war

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/poet/robert-louis-stevenson

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/poet/marianne-moore

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/poet/ted-berrigan

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/poet/paul-celan

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/poet/william-blake

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/lesson/thanksgiving-richard-blancos-america
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New Year’s Day
BIRTHDAY  Carl Sandburg (b. 1878)
BIRTHDAY  Robert Duncan (b. 1919) 
BIRTHDAY  Philip Levine (b. 1928) 
BIRTHDAY  Robinson Jeffers (b. 1887)
Martin Luther King Jr. Day
BIRTHDAY  Laura Riding Jackson (b. 1901)
BIRTHDAY  William Stafford (b. 1914)
Thesaurus Day
BIRTHDAY  Edgar Allan Poe (b. 1809)
BIRTHDAY  George Gordon Byron (b. 1788)
National Handwriting Day
BIRTHDAY Robert Burns (b. 1759)
BIRTHDAY Lewis Carroll (b. 1832)
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Rosa Parks Begins the Montgomery Bus Boycott, 1955
World AIDS Day 
BIRTHDAY  Rainer Maria Rilke (b. 1875)
BIRTHDAY  Christina Rossetti (b. 1830)
Attack on Pearl Harbor, 1941 
BIRTHDAY  James Tate (b. 1943)
BIRTHDAY  John Milton (b. 1608)
BIRTHDAY  Emily Dickinson (b. 1830) 
Human Rights Day
BIRTHDAY  James Wright (b. 1927)
BIRTHDAY  Muriel Rukeyser (b. 1913)
Boston Tea Party, 1773
President Obama Signs the Native American Apology 
Resolution, 2009
First Day of Winter
George Washington Crosses the Delaware River, 1776
BIRTHDAY  Jean Toomer (b. 1894)
BIRTHDAY  Rudyard Kipling (b. 1865)
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https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/text/winter-poems-kids

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/lesson/incredible-bridges-%E2%80%9C-citizen-vi-train-woman-standing%E2%80%9D-claudia-rankine

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/poet/rainer-maria-rilke

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/poet/christina-rossetti

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/text/kubota

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/poet/james-tate

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/text/archive-james-tates-letter-1971

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/poet/john-milton

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/poet/emily-dickinson

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/collection/emily-dickinson-reader

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/listing/emily-dickinson%E2%80%99s-home

www.poets.org/poetsorg/text/social-justice-poems-kids

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/poet/james-wright

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/poet/muriel-rukeyser

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/poem/old-south-meeting-house

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/lesson/light-dark-and-back

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/poem/whereas-whereas-when-offered

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/poem/seeing-larry-rivers-washington-crossing-delaware-museum-modern-art

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/poet/jean-toomer

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/poet/rudyard-kipling

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/poem-day

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/text/poems-new-year

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/lesson/teach-poem-burning-old-year-naomi-shihab-nye

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/poet/carl-sandburg

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/listing/carl-sandburg-cottage

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/poet/robert-duncan

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/text/brief-guide-san-francisco-renaissance

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/poet/philip-levine

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/text/archive-philip-levine-letter

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/poet/robinson-jeffers

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/listing/robinson-jeffers%E2%80%99s-tor-house

https://www.poets.org/national-poetry-month/dear-poet-project

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/poems?field_occasion_tid=1491

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/poet/laura-riding-jackson

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/text/brief-guide-fugitives

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/poet/william-stafford

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/lesson/word-karaoke

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/poet/edgar-allan-poe

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/text/heresy-didactic

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/text/walking-tour-edgar-allan-poes-publishers-row-new-york-city

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/poet/george-gordon-byron

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/text/poets-post-postcard-archive

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/poet/robert-burns

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/poet/lewis-carroll

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/text/education-excerpt
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BIRTHDAY  Robert Lowell (b. 1917)
BIRTHDAY  Dr. Seuss (b. 1904) 
National Read Across America Day
BIRTHDAY  James Merrill (b. 1926) 
National Grammar Day
BIRTHDAY  Elizabeth Barrett Browning (b. 1806)
International Women’s Day
BIRTHDAY  Jack Kerouac (b. 1922)
Pi Day
St. Patrick’s Day
First Day of Spring
World Poetry Day
BIRTHDAY  Robert Frost (b. 1874)
BIRTHDAY  Frank O’Hara (b. 1926)
World Theatre Day
BIRTHDAY  Octavio Paz (b. 1914)
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BIRTHDAY  Langston Hughes (b. 1902)
BIRTHDAY  James Joyce (b. 1882) 
BIRTHDAY  Gertrude Stein (b. 1874) 
BIRTHDAY  Elizabeth Bishop (b. 1911) 
World Read Aloud Day
Valentine’s Day
BIRTHDAY  Audre Lorde (b. 1934)
Presidents’ Day
World Day of Social Justice
BIRTHDAY  W. H. Auden (b. 1907)
BIRTHDAY  Edna St. Vincent Millay (b. 1892)
Tell a Fairy Tale Day
BIRTHDAY Henry Wadsworth Longfellow (b. 1807)
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https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/black-history-month

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/collection/lesson-plans-black-history-month

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/love-poems

The Life and Work of Langston Hughes https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/collection/life-and-work-langston-hughes

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/listing/langston-hughess-hometown-lawrence-ks

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/poet/langston-hughes

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/poet/james-joyce

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/text/brief-guide-modernism

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/text/picassos-portrait-gertrude-stein

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/poet/gertrude-stein

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/poet/elizabeth-bishop

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/lesson/love-two-way-street

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/lesson/voice

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/text/archive-audre-lorde-1971-reading-flyer

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/poet/audre-lorde

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/anthology/poems-social-justice-teachers

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/text/video-civic-responsibility-poet-america-today

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/text/presidential-picks-abraham-lincolns-favorite-poetry

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/text/myths-and-fairy-tales-poems-kids

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/listing/longfellow-house

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/poet/henry-wadsworth-longfellow

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/lesson/women-poetry

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/womens-history-month

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/poet/robert-lowell

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/text/brief-guide-confessional-poetry

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/text/poetry-dr-seuss

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/books

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/poet/james-merrill

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/poet/jack-kerouac

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/text/brief-guide-beat-poets

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/lesson/infinite-recess

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/collection/poetry-ireland

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/text/spring-poems-kids

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/text/world-poetry-day-march-21

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/poet/robert-frost

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/text/archive-robert-frosts-1935-letter

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/listing/frost-place

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/poet/frank-ohara

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/text/brief-guide-new-york-school

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/poem/having-coke-you

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/poem/you-it-act-ii-scene-vii-all-worlds-stage

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/poet/octavio-paz

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/text/archive-petition-octavio-paz

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/womens-history-month

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/poet/w-h-auden

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/poet/edna-st-vincent-millay

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/poet/elizabeth-barrett-browning





ap
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THEMES:   v National Poetry Month!


News from the Academy of American Poets 
 v Spring–Summer American Poets Magazine Released


3
4
7
8
9


13
15
16
17
18
22
23
30


BIRTHDAY  George Herbert (b. 1593)
BIRTHDAY  Maya Angelou (b. 1928) 
BIRTHDAY  William Wordsworth (b. 1770) 
National Library Week Begins
BIRTHDAY  Charles Baudelaire (b. 1821) 
BIRTHDAY  Seamus Heaney (b. 1939)
Abraham Lincoln Dies, 1865
BIRTHDAY  U.S. Poet Laureate Tracy K. Smith (b. 1972)
Haiku Poetry Day
Paul Revere’s Ride, 1775
Earth Day
BIRTHDAY  William Shakespeare (b. 1564) 
Children’s Book Week Begins


v


v
v


v


v


v
v
v


v


A


Have your class participate in our multimedia project Dear Poet.
Download our guide to celebrating Poem in Your Pocket Day.
Display the new National Poetry Month poster.
Read “How to Read a Poem” by Edward Hirsch.  
Host a student spoken word event at your school.
Have your students read and write sonnets.
Read an except of The Life of Poetry by Muriel Rukeyser.
Sign up for Poem-a-Day to keep reading all year long.
Share your activities with us on social media: 
#NationalPoetryMonth
Featured Lesson Plan: Dear Poet
Featured Lesson Plan: Word Karaoke
Featured Lesson Plan: Get Your Haiku On 
Featured Lesson Plan: Guerilla Poetry
Featured Lesson Plan: Poems about Poetry


Featured Resources for National Poetry Month
 v Visit Poets.org for More Ways to Celebrate


v
v
v
v
v
v
v


A
A


A


A


v


A


v


v
v


v



https://www.poets.org/american-poets-magazine/home

https://www.poets.org/national-poetry-month/home

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/text/brief-guide-metaphysical-poets

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/poet/george-herbert

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/poet/maya-angelou

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/poem/still-i-rise

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/poet/william-wordsworth

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/text/brief-guide-romanticism

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/poet/charles-baudelaire

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/text/brief-guide-symbolists

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/poem/library

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/poet/seamus-heaney

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/poem/when-lilacs-last-door-yard-bloomd

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/poem/sci-fi

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/poet/tracy-k-smith

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/poem/paul-reveres-ride

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/text/haiku-poetic-form

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/collection/lesson-plans-about-environment

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/poet/william-shakespeare

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/shakespeare-400

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/lesson/mutant-shakespeare

https://www.poets.org/national-poetry-month/30-ways-celebrate-national-poetry-month-classroom

https://www.poets.org/national-poetry-month/dear-poet-project

https://www.poets.org/national-poetry-month/poem-your-pocket-day

https://www.poets.org/national-poetry-month/form/poster-request-form

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/text/how-read-poem-0

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/text/brief-guide-slam-poetry

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/text/sonnet-poetic-form

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/text/life-poetry-chapter-1

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/poem-day

https://twitter.com/poetsorg

https://www.poets.org/national-poetry-month/dear-poet-project

ttps://www.poets.org/poetsorg/lesson/word-karaoke

hhttps://www.poets.org/poetsorg/lesson/get-your-haiku

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/lesson/guerilla-poetry

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/lesson/poems-about-poetry

link to https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/books?field_booktype_tid=1804





m
ay THEMES:   v Asian/Pacific American Heritage


v Get Caught Reading


ju
ne


THEMES:  v LGBTQ Pride Month
v Graduation


2
3
5
7


13
14 
17
27


BIRTHDAY  Thomas Hardy (b. 1840)
BIRTHDAY  Allen Ginsberg (b. 1926) 
BIRTHDAY  Federico García Lorca (b. 1898) 
BIRTHDAY  Gwendolyn Brooks (b. 1917) 
BIRTHDAY  W. B. Yeats (b. 1865) 
Flag Day
Father’s Day
BIRTHDAY  Lucille Clifton (b. 1936)
BIRTHDAY  Paul Laurence Dunbar (b. 1872)


v
vv
v


v
v
v


Summer Reading
v Sign up for Teach This Poem to receive curated anthologies 
of poems on popular themes.


A


1
3
6
7
9


10
12


13
16
18


24
25
28


30
31


May Day
World Press Freedom Day
National Teacher Appreciation Week Begins
BIRTHDAY  Robert Browning (b. 1812)
BIRTHDAY  Mona Van Duyn (b. 1921) 
BIRTHDAY  Jayne Cortez (b. 1934) 
Limerick Day
BIRTHDAY  Edward Lear (b. 1812)
Mother’s Day
BIRTHDAY  Adrienne Rich (b. 1929)
International Museum Day
BIRTHDAY  Robert Creeley (b. 1926)
Brooklyn Bridge Opened, 1883
BIRTHDAY  Ralph Waldo Emerson (b. 1803) 
BIRTHDAY May Swenson (b. 1913)
Memorial Day
BIRTHDAY  Countee Cullen (b. 1903)
BIRTHDAY  Walt Whitman (b. 1819)


v


v


v
v


v
vv


v


v


v
v
v


v
v


v


v


v



https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/asianpacific-american-heritage-month

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/poems-kids

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/poem/follies

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/poem/freedom-press

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/text/how-i-teach-poetry

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/poet/robert-browning

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/poet/mona-van-duyn

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/poet/jayne-cortez

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/text/archive-mona-van-duyns-1986-letter-and-late-loving

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/text/brief-guide-black-arts-movement

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/text/limerick-poetic-form

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/poet/edward-lear

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/poem/owl-and-pussy-cat

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/text/mothers-day-poems-kids

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/text/visual-art-poems-kids

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/poet/adrienne-rich

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/text/archive-adrienne-rich

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/poem/diving-wreck

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/poet/robert-creeley

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/text/brief-guide-black-mountain-school

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/listing/brooklyn-bridge

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/poet/ralph-waldo-emerson

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/poet/may-swenson

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/poem/flanders-fields

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/poet/countee-cullen

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/text/brief-guide-harlem-renaissance

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/collection/walt-whitman-reader

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/lesson/walt-whitman-poet-and-keen-observer

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/poet/walt-whitman

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/lgbtq-poetry

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/poems-graduation

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/poet/thomas-hardy

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/text/thomas-hardy-behind-mask-explaining-poems

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/text/video-allen-ginsberg-sings-western-ballad

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/text/brief-guide-beat-poets

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/poet/allen-ginsberg

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/text/survival-two-worlds-once-federico-garcia-lorca-and-duende

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/poet/w-b-yeats

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/text/rehearsals-and-rehashings-bishop-hayden-plath-yeats-rewrite-early-poems-late-ones

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/poem/our-flag

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/text/fathers-day-poems-kids

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/poet/lucille-clifton

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/poet/paul-laurence-dunbar

https://www.poets.org/academy-american-poets/listing/paul-laurence-dunbar-house

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/teach-poem

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/poems-teachers

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/text/poet

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/poet/gwendolyn-brooks

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/poet/federico-garcia-lorca
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Poetry Builders Classroom Library Collection 
 
Collection Description 
 
Poetry Builders takes the reader into the process of writing a specific type of poem 
by watching its creation unfold between the two main characters. As the characters 
discuss a specific type of poem, they also start to “write” one of their own 
 
The Role of Poetry in Reading 
 
Writing poetry gives you the chance to fall in love with language again and again 
(Janeczko, 1999). 
 
Awareness of rhyme, rhythm, and alliteration in addition to phonemic awareness 
are characteristics that often distinguish effective readers from readers “at risk” 
(Parr & Campbell, 2006). 
 
Poetry isn’t just whimsical but contributes to increasing reading abilities. Lower 
primary teachers use nursery rhymes to develop phonic awareness and one-to one 
correspondence, and poetry helps children of all ages develop vocabulary. Reading 
poetry aloud over and over creates fluency with expression (Manning, 2003).  
 
While we do not want students to rely solely on structured, formula-based poems, 
they do have merit when introducing and building confidence. They provide 
valuable opportunities for creative and expressive wordplay and exploration of 
grammatical concepts. (Parr & Campbell, 2006). 
 
Titles in the Poetry Builders Classroom Library Collection 
 


1. Ana and Adam Build an Acrostic 


2. Connor and Clara Build a Concrete Poem 


3. Henry and Hala Build a Haiku 


4. Luke and Leo Build a Limerick 


5. Nina and Nolen Build a Nonsense Poem 


6. Penelope and Pip Build a Prose Poem 


7. Rena and Rio Build a Rhyme 


8. Sophie and Sadie Build a Sonnet 







Types of Poems in the Poetry Builders Classroom Library 
Collection 
 


Type Description 


Acrostic 
A poem that uses the letters in a topic word to begin each 
word or line. All words or lines of the poem relate to or 
describe the topic. 


Concrete 
A poem that is written in a shape to create a picture of the 
topic. 


Haiku 
A form of Japanese poetry that uses 17 syllables in lines of 
5, 7, and 5 each. 


Limerick 


A humorous poem consisting of five lines and a distinct 
AABBA rhythm and rhyming pattern in which the first, 
second, and fifth lines have the same rhythm and end in a 
matching rhyme; the third and fourth, another (shorter) 
rhythm/rhyme pattern. 


Nonsense 


Poetry that is simply for fun and typically uses rhyme or 
play with sounds. Alliteration and personification are 
common among nonsense poems. Nonsense poetry usually 
involves silly characters and made-up words.  


Prose 


This type of poem combines prose and poetry. Prose uses 
the natural grammar and flow of speech. Prose poetry is 
written as prose, but reads like poetry—using sounds and 
language to conjure images in the mind. Prose poetry does 
not focus on line breaks and can range in length from a few 
lines to several pages. 


Rhyme 


Poems that use repeating rhymes in a variety of patterns 
(e.g., ABAB, AABB). The rhymes may occur at the end or 
inside the lines and may use words that sound similar, but 
don’t rhyme exactly. 


Sonnet 


Poetry constructed of 14 lines with 10 syllables in each 
line. The first twelve lines use an iambic pentameter rhyme 
pattern (i.e., ABAB, CDCD, EFEF) and end with a rhyming 
couplet (two lines that end in a rhyme, GG).  


 
 







Common Core State Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy 
 
The common Core State Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy emphasize 
the importance of an integrated model of literacy in which poetry is a process of 
communication that includes nursery rhymes and the subgenres of the narrative 
poem, limerick, and free verse poem:  
 


Reading Standards for Literature, Foundational Skills, and Writing 
3rd  – 5th  Grade  
 
Grade 3 Students: Grade 4 Students: Grade 5 Students: 


Key Ideas and Details 


1 
Ask and answer questions to demonstrate 
understanding of a text, referring explicitly 
to the text as the basis for the answers. 


1 
Refer to details and examples in a text when 
explaining what the text says explicitly and 
when drawing inferences from the text. 


1 
Quote accurately from a text when 
explaining what the text says explicitly and 
when drawing inferences from the text. 


 2 
Determine a theme of a story, drama, or 
poem from details in the text; summarize the 
text. 


2 


Determine a theme of a story, drama, or 
poem from details in the text, including how 
characters in a story or drama respond to 
challenges or how the speaker in a poem 
reflects upon a topic; summarize the text. 


Craft and Structure 


4 


Determine the meaning of words and 
phrases as they are used in a text, 
distinguishing literal from nonliteral 
language. 


4 


Determine the meaning of words and 
phrases as they are used in a text, including 
those that allude to significant characters 
found in mythology (e.g., Herculean). 


4 


Determine the meaning of words and 
phrases as they are used in a text, including 
figurative language such as metaphors and 
similes. 


5 


Refer to parts of stories, dramas, and poems 
when writing or speaking about a text, using 
terms such as chapter, scene, and stanza; 
describe how each successive part builds on 
earlier sections. 


5 


Explain major differences between poems, 
drama, and prose, and refer to the structural 
elements of poems (e.g., verse, rhythm, 
meter) and drama (e.g., casts of characters, 
settings, descriptions, dialogue, stage 
directions) when writing or speaking about a 
text. 


5 


Explain how a series of chapters, scenes, or 
stanzas fits together to provide the overall 
structure of a particular story, drama, or 
poem. 


Integration of Knowledge and Ideas 


7 


Explain how specific aspects of a text’s 
illustrations contribute to what is conveyed 
by the words in a story (e.g., create mood, 
emphasize aspects of a character or setting). 


7 


Make connections between the text of a story 
or drama and a visual or oral presentation of 
the text, identifying where each version 
reflects specific descriptions and directions 
in the text. 


7 


Analyze how visual and multimedia elements 
contribute to the meaning, tone, or beauty of 
a text (e.g., graphic novel, multimedia 
presentation 
of fiction, folktale, myth, poem). 


Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity 


10 


By the end of the year, read and comprehend 
literature, including stories, dramas, and 
poetry, at the high end of the grades 2–3 text 
complexity band independently and 
proficiently. 


10 


By the end of the year, read and comprehend 
literature, including stories, dramas, and 
poetry, in the grades 4–5 text complexity 
band proficiently, with scaffolding as needed 
at the high end of the range. 


10 


By the end of the year, read and comprehend 
literature, including stories, dramas, and 
poetry, at the high end of the grades 4–5 text 
complexity band independently and 
proficiently. 


Fluency 


4 


Read with sufficient accuracy and fluency to 
support comprehension. 


a. Read on-level text with purpose and 
understanding. 


b. Read on-level prose and poetry orally 
with accuracy, appropriate rate, and 
expression on successive readings 


c. Use context to confirm or self-correct 
word recognition and understanding, 
rereading as necessary. 


4 


Read with sufficient accuracy and fluency to 
support comprehension. 


a. Read on-level text with purpose and 
understanding. 


b. Read on-level prose and poetry orally 
with accuracy, appropriate rate, and 
expression on successive readings 


c. Use context to confirm or self-correct 
word recognition and understanding, 
rereading as necessary. 


4 


Read with sufficient accuracy and fluency to 
support comprehension. 


a. Read on-level text with purpose and 
understanding. 


b. Read on-level prose and poetry orally 
with accuracy, appropriate rate, and 
expression on successive readings 


c. Use context to confirm or self-correct 
word recognition and understanding, 
rereading as necessary. 


Range of Writing 


10 


Write routinely over extended time frames 
(time for research, reflection, and revision) 
and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a 
day or two) for a range of discipline-specific 
tasks, purposes, and audiences. 


10 


Write routinely over extended time frames 
(time for research, reflection, and revision) 
and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a 
day or two) for a range of discipline-specific 
tasks, purposes, and audiences. 


10 


Write routinely over extended time frames 
(time for research, reflection, and revision) 
and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a 
day or two) for a range of discipline-specific 
tasks, purposes, and audiences. 


 







Tips for Teaching Poetry in Your Classroom 
 


1. Examine preconceived notions toward poetry—both 
yours and your students. 


 


2. Build a love of and respect for poetry by immersing 
yourself and your students in it. 


 


3. Find the poetry in everyday experiences. 
 


4. Keep the enjoyment in poetry—focus on the process. 
 


5. Be a poet in practice or a poet in action; start where you 
are and challenge yourself gradually. Develop poetitude. 


 


6. Encourage your students to be poets in practice.  
 


7. Challenge them slowly, reward their efforts, and 
encourage risk taking. 


 


8. Create a safe, low-risk environment in which to share 
and experience poetry. 


 


9. Have fun! 
Source: Parr & Campbell, 2006. 


 
 


Sample Poetry Writing Lesson 
 


1. Share Models of Student Poets Work (10-15 minutes) 
 


2. Demonstrate Writing Poems: Write for and With 
Children (10-20 minutes) 


 


3. Brainstorm to Get Kids Started (5-10 minutes) 
 


4. Provide Sustained Time for Writing (20-25 minutes) 
 


5. Regroup and Celebrate the Poems (10-15 minutes) 
 


Source: Routman, 2001 
 
 







  


Tools for Writing Poetry 
 


Poetry uses a variety of figurative language. Familiarizing students with these tools, 
or devices, will help them in recognizing them in poems they read and support them 
in writing their own. Below are a few examples of figurative language devices 
appropriate for elementary school students: 
 


Device Description Example 


Alliteration 
The repetition of the first 
sound in a series of words or 
phrases. 


She sells seashells by the 
seashore.  


Assonance 
The repetition of vowel sounds 
to create internal rhyming. 


The cool moon bloomed over 
the school.  


Cliché 


An expression that uses 
analogy or exaggeration and 
has become commonplace to 
the point of overuse.  


You can’t teach an old dog new 
tricks. 


Hyperbole 
Humorous exaggerations to 
create effect or emphasis. 


I was so tired, I slept like a log.  


Idiom 
Common expressions that are 
not meant literally. 


Living high on the hog. 


Metaphor 
A word analogy (using is and 
was) that compares two unlike 
things to make a strong image.  


Time is money. 


Onomatopoeia 
Words that sound like an 
action or noise. 


Bang, Woosh, Grrr, Hiss, Slurp, 
Buzz 


Personification 
Giving human qualities to 
something non-human. 


The stars winked at the people 
below. 


Simile 
A phrase comparing two 
things, often using like or as. 


Sly as a fox. 


 
For a collection of kid-friendly websites to teach, practice, and apply these devices, visit: 


http://www.kidskonnect.com/subject-index/20-language-arts/343-figurative-language.html  
 



http://www.kidskonnect.com/subject-index/20-language-arts/343-figurative-language.html





Writer’s Word Book 
 
Using either a store-bought notebook or one made out of folders and binder paper 
(e.g., folders with pockets and fasteners), have students label each page with a letter 
of the alphabet. As students encounter words of interest or those they’ve used in 
crafting their poetry, have them write the words on the corresponding letter page. 
Students could even highlight the words they’ve used to both see their use of 
language as well as to encourage them to expand their use of new words. 
 
Some students may not naturally be drawn to language. In order to help them build 
their repertoire, you might encourage some regular “word warm ups” to foster their 
confidence and identify words to include in their Writer’s Word Book: 
 


 Select read alouds with rich language and expansive vocabulary. As you read 
aloud, have students make note of special words to include in their word 
books. 


 
 Share copies of poetry with students and have them highlight words they 


find special, interesting, or even unknown and record them in their word 
books. 


 
 Have students work with partners. With one partners’ eyes closed, the other 


opens the dictionary to a random page. The partner with the closed eyes 
points to a word, opens his or her eyes, and reads the word and the 
definition. The partners discuss the word and decide whether or not to 
include it in their own dictionary. They repeat this several times until they 
have added a designated number of words to their books. 


 
 In the literacy/writing center, have a box or envelope in which you’ve placed 


index cards (or a list) with common words written on them. Students draw 
out the cards and look the words up in the thesaurus (hard copy or online) to 
find at least three more interesting alternate words to use in their own 
writing. 


 
 Make several rhyming dictionaries available and encourage students to find 


words that rhyme with the others they have collected in their Writer’s Word 
Books. For an online rhyming dictionary, visit www.rhymezone.com.  


 
 Encourage students to brainstorm a variety of topics they are interested in. 


Demonstrate how to make a table on a page in their word books to organize 
words that they’ve collected based on the topics generated—many words 
will be used more than once.  


 
 



http://www.rhymezone.com/
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CHICKEN SCRATCHES 
Written by George and Lynne Brunelle Shannon 


Illustrated by Scott Menchin 
 


 
 
 


Lesson Objective:     
To be able to identify rhyming words and rhythms in poems 
To be able to practice fluency and expression using echo reading 
 
Grade Level:   1 - 3 
 
Common Core Connections:  
Meaning:   Multiple levels of meaning 
Structure:   Explicitly stated purpose, chronological order, simple graphics 
Language Convention/Clarity: Traits of a common genre (narrative), conversational 
Knowledge Demands:  Simple theme, common experience, multiple perspectives 
 
Strategies:     Students will be able to identify rhyming words and rhythms in poems 
Students will be able to practice fluency and expression using echo reading 
 
Materials/Resources: 


- Chicken Scratches e-book on Tumblebooks 
- SMARTboard or other interactive white board (or projector/laptop) 
- Rhyming words graphic organizer 
- Popsicle stick or paper plate puppets 
- PhotoBooth or other recording app/program; computers or tablets 
- Writing books/logs 
 


Strategic Lesson Plan: 


 Orally discuss with the students that poems may have rhymes and rhyming 
schemes (perhaps share some poems they know immediately such as Mother 
Goose choices) 







 Display the ‘Rhyming Words’ graphic organizer on the SMARTboard, similar to 
the one indicated below 


 Display Chicken Scratches on the SMARTboard as well, sharing the first couple of 
rhymes to find rhyming words and schemes (have fun with this to engage the 
students)  


 Encourage the students, as they read and listen to the story together, to notice 
rhymes and rhyming schemes 


 Circulate while students are reading, offering support where needed and making 
note of those students who are particularly encountering challenges   


 Early readers are invited to re-read the poems aloud in whisper voices 


 Once students have finished reading the text, invite pairs to work together in 
small groups to share the rhymes and rhyming words they have found 


 Ask the students to fill in their rhyming words graphic organizer on the 
SMARTboard (or independently) 


  To further explore and reflect on personal success with oral fluency, encourage 
students to record themselves reading the poems orally on PhotoBooth or a 
similar app/program.  Have them record themselves with other texts every few 
weeks so they can reflect on their improvements and challenges with oral 
reading they need to focus on (eg. Smooth word transitions, stopping at periods, 
reading with the punctuation,  voice intonations, etc) 


  
 


This activity can be used as a formative assessment strategy for successfully 
identifying rhymes and rhyming schemes, as well as oral reading fluency.  
 
 







NARRATIVE PATTERN (FICTION)


WHO
(Characters)


WHERE
(Setting)


WHEN
(Time)


WHAT
(Events)


WHY
(Cause/
Events)


HOW
(Effect/
Events)
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 Elementary English Language Arts 
   Spring into Poetry April 2018   

3rd – 5th  Grade Suggested Activities
National Poetry Month  is the largest literary celebration in the world, with tens of millions of readers, students, K-12 teachers, librarians, booksellers, literary 
events curators, publishers, and, of course, poets marking poetry’s important place in our culture and our lives. There are many ways to participate. 
Here are just a few: 
2 
Download Poetry in the 
Classroom Calendar and Poetry 
Guide: 

poetry-in-the-classro
om-calendar-17-18.pd 

PoetryBuilder_Guide.
pdf

Set-up classroom collection of 
poetry books. 

3
E is for Eiffel Tower: A France 
Alphabet by Helen L. Wilbur 
https://www.teachingbooks.ne
t/tb.cgi?tid=26717&s=n

EiffelTowerFranceAlp
habet_Guide.pdf

Cinquain 
Organizer.pdf

4
E is for Eiffel Tower: A France 
Alphabet by Helen L. Wilbur 
https://www.teachingbooks.ne
t/tb.cgi?tid=26717&s=n 

EiffelTowerFranceAlp
habet_Guide.pdf

Cinquain 
Organizer.pdf

5 
Composing Cinquain Poems 
with Basic Parts of Speech 
readwritethink 
Lesson: http://www.readwriteth
ink.org/classroom-
resources/lesson-
plans/composing-cinquain-
poems-with-43.html 

6  
Composing Cinquain Poems 
with Basic Parts of Speech 
readwritethink 
Lesson: http://www.readwriteth
ink.org/classroom-
resources/lesson-
plans/composing-cinquain-
poems-with-43.html 

9 
Fold-It Poem: 
Students write a poem together, 
line by line, using only the 
previous student's final word as 
inspiration! 

10  
Write class or student diamante 
poem / online option: 
readwritethink Diamante Poem 
interactive: 
http://www.readwritethink.org/
files/resources/interactives/dia
mante_poems_2/ 

11 
Write class or student diamante 
poem / online option: 
readwritethink Diamante Poem 
interactive: 
http://www.readwritethink.org/
files/resources/interactives/dia
mante_poems_2/ 

12 
Write class or student haiku 
poem / online option:  
readwritethink Haiku Poem 
interactive: 
http://www.readwritethink.org/
files/resources/interactives/haik
u/ 

13 
Write class or student haiku 
poem / online option:  
readwritethink Haiku Poem 
interactive: 
http://www.readwritethink.org/
files/resources/interactives/haik
u/ 

16 
Using Poetry to Understand 
Similes readwritethink 
Lesson: http://www.readwritethi
nk.org/classroom-
resources/lesson-plans/lonely-
cloud-using-poetry-907.html 

17 
Using Poetry to Understand 
Similes readwritethink 
Lesson: http://www.readwriteth
ink.org/classroom-
resources/lesson-plans/lonely-
cloud-using-poetry-907.html 

18 
Using Poetry to Understand 
Similes readwritethink 
Lesson: http://www.readwriteth
ink.org/classroom-
resources/lesson-plans/lonely-
cloud-using-poetry-907.html 

19 
Research favorite poet: read, 
note, and compose brief 
biographical sketch  
technology option: PowerPoint 

Presentation 
Options.pdf

20 
Research favorite poet: read, 
note, and compose brief 
biographical sketch  
technology option: PowerPoint 

Presentation 
Options.pdf

23 
Sharing Poems: Create a 
“Poetree” bulletin board - Write 
a poem or find a favorite one, 
then hang your poem to share 
with others.

24 
Poetry With a Twist: 
Starting with a distinct shape, 
students build a poem by 
brainstorming words, feelings, 
and activities associated with 
that shape. For a twist, students 
then rewrite the poem in a 
different style.  

25 
Discuss common 
themes/settings/characters in 
poems and create poster/free 
form map/or other visual 
display of information and 
present/publish visual display. 

26 
Participate in Poem in Your 
Pocket Day 

poempocketday_april
_26_2018.pdf

27 
Poetry 
slam: https://poetryslam.com/ 

M-DCPS, Office of Academics and Transformation, Division of Academics, Elementary ELA, 2017-2018
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r THEMES:  v Back to School 
v National Hispanic Heritage Month


News from the Academy of American Poets
 v National Poetry Month Poster Request Form Opened
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10
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17
22
24


25
26


Labor Day
International Literacy Day
BIRTHDAY  Sonia Sanchez (b. 1934)
BIRTHDAY  H. D. (b. 1886)
National Arts in Education Week Begins
BIRTHDAY  Claude McKay (b. 1889)
BIRTHDAY  William Carlos Williams (b. 1883)
First Day of Autumn
National Punctuation Day
Banned Books Week Begins
BIRTHDAY  Shel Silverstein (b. 1930)
BIRTHDAY  T. S. Eliot (b. 1888)


v
v
v


v


Welcome to our interactive Poetry in the Classroom Calendar, 
designed to inspire ideas for bringing poetry into your classroom 
throughout the 2017–2018 academic year. Click the linked icons 
and text to discover related resources.


For more than five decades, we’ve been dedicated to serving 
K–12 teachers through our programs and resources. Today, we’re 
the only poetry organization that offers materials for teachers 
produced by an education expert. Our Educator in Residence, 
Dr. Madeleine Holzer, ensures that our education content is of the 
highest quality.


Visit our website, Poets.org, and find over 2,000 biographies of 
poets, over 7,000 poems discoverable by theme and occasion, 
plus lesson plans, short essays on poetic terms, guides to poetic 
schools and movements, and more...


Watch Our Video Guide to Poets.org, with a Special
Introduction by Our Education Ambassador, Richard
Blanco
Browse Our Lesson Plans
Read Essays on Teaching Poetry
Sign Up for Teach This Poem and Our Educator Newsletter
Create a Poetry Anthology to Share with Students
Participate in the Dear Poet Project
Celebrate National Poetry Month
Sign Up for Poem-a-Day
Find Poetry Near You


We hope you have a great school year. And we’re sincerely 
grateful for all that you do! Here’s hoping our calendar makes it a 
little easier.


v


v
v
v
v
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v
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v links to a related 
poem or resource


A links to a related 
lesson plan


key


links to a literary 
landmark and field 
trip opportunity


v


academy of
american poets


Poetry in the 
Classroom 
Calendar
2017–2018


v


Each birthday links to 
the poet’s biography on 
poets.org



https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/contributor/madeleine-fuchs-holzer

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/materials-teachers

https://www.poets.org/

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/poets

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/poems

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/lesson-plans

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/teaching-poetry

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/texts?field_texttype_tid=801

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/texts?field_texttype_tid=801

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/text/video-teachers-guide-poetsorg

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/lesson-plans

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/teaching-poetry

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/teach-poem

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/stanza/how-create-anthology

https://www.poets.org/national-poetry-month/dear-poet-project

https://www.poets.org/national-poetry-month/home

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/poem-day

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/poetry-near-you

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/text/poems-about-school-subjects

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/hispanic-heritage-month

https://www.poets.org/national-poetry-month/form/poster-request-form

www.poets.org/poetsorg/poem/work

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/poet/sonia-sanchez

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/poet/h-d

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/poet/claude-mckay

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/poet/william-carlos-williams

www.poets.org/poetsorg/text/autumn-poems-kids

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/poems/45676

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/poet/shel-silverstein

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/text/banned-books

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/poet/t-s-eliot

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/poem/love-song-j-alfred-prufrock
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r THEMES: v Native American Heritage Month
v Thanksgiving
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4
7
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28


BIRTHDAY  Stephen Crane (b. 1871)
National Author's Day
BIRTHDAY  C. K. Williams (b. 1936)
Election Day
BIRTHDAY  Anne Sexton (b. 1928)
Veterans Day
BIRTHDAY  Robert Louis Stevenson (b. 1850)
BIRTHDAY  Marianne Moore (b. 1887)
BIRTHDAY  Ted Berrigan (b. 1934)
BIRTHDAY  Paul Celan (b. 1920) 
Thanksgiving
BIRTHDAY  William Blake (b. 1757)


A
v
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r THEMES:  v American Archives Month


v Halloween


News from the Academy of American Poets
 v Fall–Winter American Poets Magazine Released


2
5
7
8
9


13
14
16
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25
27
28
30
31


BIRTHDAY  Wallace Stevens (b. 1879)
World Teachers Day—Thank you for all you do!
BIRTHDAY  Amiri Baraka (b. 1934)
Teen Read Week Begins
Columbus Day/Indigenous Peoples’ Day
Friday the  13th
BIRTHDAY  E. E. Cummings (b. 1894)
Dictionary Day
BIRTHDAY  Jupiter Hammon (b. 1711)
Black Poetry Day
BIRTHDAY  John Berryman (b. 1914)
BIRTHDAY  Sylvia Plath (b. 1932) 
Statue of Liberty Dedicated, 1886
BIRTHDAY  Ezra Pound (b. 1885)
Halloween


v


v
v
v
v
v
v


v
v
v
A


A


v


v


v
v


v



https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/collection/we-poets

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/halloween-poems

https://www.poets.org/american-poets-magazine/home

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/text/invisible-priest-contemporary-american-poetry-and-echo-stevens

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/poet/wallace-stevens

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/resources-teachers

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/poet/amiri-baraka

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/stanza/amiri-baraka-police-brutality-and-solidarity-poets

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/poetry-teens

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/text/ancestors-mapping-indigenous-poetry-and-poets

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/poem/thirteen-ways-looking-blackbird

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/text/archive-e-e-cummingss-postcard

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/poet/e-e-cummings

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/poet/jupiter-hammon

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/collection/poets-glossary

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/text/brief-guide-black-arts-movement

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/poet/john-berryman

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/poem/dream-song-1

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/poet/sylvia-plath

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/text/brief-guide-confessional-poetry

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/poem/new-colossus

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/text/brief-guide-modernism

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/poet/ezra-pound

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/lesson/ghosts-and-spirits

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/native-american-heritage-month

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/poems-thanksgiving

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/poets

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/poet/stephen-crane

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/poet/c-k-williams

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/text/beginnings

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/lesson/incredible-bridges-%E2%80%9Cpraise-song-day%E2%80%9D-elizabeth-alexander

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/poet/anne-sexton

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/text/archive-anne-sextons-1967-letter

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/lesson/literature-war

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/poet/robert-louis-stevenson

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/poet/marianne-moore

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/poet/ted-berrigan

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/poet/paul-celan

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/poet/william-blake

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/lesson/thanksgiving-richard-blancos-america
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y THEMES: v New Year, Handwriting


News from the Academy of American Poets
 v Dear Poet Project Begins
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New Year’s Day
BIRTHDAY  Carl Sandburg (b. 1878)
BIRTHDAY  Robert Duncan (b. 1919) 
BIRTHDAY  Philip Levine (b. 1928) 
BIRTHDAY  Robinson Jeffers (b. 1887)
Martin Luther King Jr. Day
BIRTHDAY  Laura Riding Jackson (b. 1901)
BIRTHDAY  William Stafford (b. 1914)
Thesaurus Day
BIRTHDAY  Edgar Allan Poe (b. 1809)
BIRTHDAY  George Gordon Byron (b. 1788)
National Handwriting Day
BIRTHDAY Robert Burns (b. 1759)
BIRTHDAY Lewis Carroll (b. 1832)
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r THEMES: v Winter
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4
5
7
8
9


10


13
15
16
19


21
25
26
30


Rosa Parks Begins the Montgomery Bus Boycott, 1955
World AIDS Day 
BIRTHDAY  Rainer Maria Rilke (b. 1875)
BIRTHDAY  Christina Rossetti (b. 1830)
Attack on Pearl Harbor, 1941 
BIRTHDAY  James Tate (b. 1943)
BIRTHDAY  John Milton (b. 1608)
BIRTHDAY  Emily Dickinson (b. 1830) 
Human Rights Day
BIRTHDAY  James Wright (b. 1927)
BIRTHDAY  Muriel Rukeyser (b. 1913)
Boston Tea Party, 1773
President Obama Signs the Native American Apology 
Resolution, 2009
First Day of Winter
George Washington Crosses the Delaware River, 1776
BIRTHDAY  Jean Toomer (b. 1894)
BIRTHDAY  Rudyard Kipling (b. 1865)
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https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/text/winter-poems-kids

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/lesson/incredible-bridges-%E2%80%9C-citizen-vi-train-woman-standing%E2%80%9D-claudia-rankine

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/poet/rainer-maria-rilke

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/poet/christina-rossetti

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/text/kubota

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/poet/james-tate

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/text/archive-james-tates-letter-1971

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/poet/john-milton

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/poet/emily-dickinson

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/collection/emily-dickinson-reader

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/listing/emily-dickinson%E2%80%99s-home

www.poets.org/poetsorg/text/social-justice-poems-kids

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/poet/james-wright

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/poet/muriel-rukeyser

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/poem/old-south-meeting-house

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/lesson/light-dark-and-back

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/poem/whereas-whereas-when-offered

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/poem/seeing-larry-rivers-washington-crossing-delaware-museum-modern-art

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/poet/jean-toomer

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/poet/rudyard-kipling

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/poem-day

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/text/poems-new-year

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/lesson/teach-poem-burning-old-year-naomi-shihab-nye

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/poet/carl-sandburg

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/listing/carl-sandburg-cottage

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/poet/robert-duncan

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/text/brief-guide-san-francisco-renaissance

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/poet/philip-levine

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/text/archive-philip-levine-letter

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/poet/robinson-jeffers

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/listing/robinson-jeffers%E2%80%99s-tor-house

https://www.poets.org/national-poetry-month/dear-poet-project

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/poems?field_occasion_tid=1491

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/poet/laura-riding-jackson

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/text/brief-guide-fugitives

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/poet/william-stafford

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/lesson/word-karaoke

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/poet/edgar-allan-poe

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/text/heresy-didactic

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/text/walking-tour-edgar-allan-poes-publishers-row-new-york-city

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/poet/george-gordon-byron

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/text/poets-post-postcard-archive

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/poet/robert-burns

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/poet/lewis-carroll

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/text/education-excerpt
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THEMES:  Av Women’s History Month


1
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3
4
6
8


12
14
17


20
21
26
27


31


BIRTHDAY  Robert Lowell (b. 1917)
BIRTHDAY  Dr. Seuss (b. 1904) 
National Read Across America Day
BIRTHDAY  James Merrill (b. 1926) 
National Grammar Day
BIRTHDAY  Elizabeth Barrett Browning (b. 1806)
International Women’s Day
BIRTHDAY  Jack Kerouac (b. 1922)
Pi Day
St. Patrick’s Day
First Day of Spring
World Poetry Day
BIRTHDAY  Robert Frost (b. 1874)
BIRTHDAY  Frank O’Hara (b. 1926)
World Theatre Day
BIRTHDAY  Octavio Paz (b. 1914)
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THEMES: v Valentine’s Day  
  Av Black History Month 
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14
18
19
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22
26
27


BIRTHDAY  Langston Hughes (b. 1902)
BIRTHDAY  James Joyce (b. 1882) 
BIRTHDAY  Gertrude Stein (b. 1874) 
BIRTHDAY  Elizabeth Bishop (b. 1911) 
World Read Aloud Day
Valentine’s Day
BIRTHDAY  Audre Lorde (b. 1934)
Presidents’ Day
World Day of Social Justice
BIRTHDAY  W. H. Auden (b. 1907)
BIRTHDAY  Edna St. Vincent Millay (b. 1892)
Tell a Fairy Tale Day
BIRTHDAY Henry Wadsworth Longfellow (b. 1807)


v


v


v


v


v


A


v


A


v
v


v


v


v



https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/black-history-month

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/collection/lesson-plans-black-history-month

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/love-poems

The Life and Work of Langston Hughes https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/collection/life-and-work-langston-hughes

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/listing/langston-hughess-hometown-lawrence-ks

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/poet/langston-hughes

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/poet/james-joyce

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/text/brief-guide-modernism

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/text/picassos-portrait-gertrude-stein

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/poet/gertrude-stein

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/poet/elizabeth-bishop

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/lesson/love-two-way-street

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/lesson/voice

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/text/archive-audre-lorde-1971-reading-flyer

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/poet/audre-lorde

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/anthology/poems-social-justice-teachers

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/text/video-civic-responsibility-poet-america-today

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/text/presidential-picks-abraham-lincolns-favorite-poetry

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/text/myths-and-fairy-tales-poems-kids

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/listing/longfellow-house

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/poet/henry-wadsworth-longfellow

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/lesson/women-poetry

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/womens-history-month

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/poet/robert-lowell

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/text/brief-guide-confessional-poetry

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/text/poetry-dr-seuss

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/books

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/poet/james-merrill

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/poet/jack-kerouac

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/text/brief-guide-beat-poets

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/lesson/infinite-recess

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/collection/poetry-ireland

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/text/spring-poems-kids

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/text/world-poetry-day-march-21

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/poet/robert-frost

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/text/archive-robert-frosts-1935-letter

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/listing/frost-place

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/poet/frank-ohara

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/text/brief-guide-new-york-school

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/poem/having-coke-you

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/poem/you-it-act-ii-scene-vii-all-worlds-stage

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/poet/octavio-paz

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/text/archive-petition-octavio-paz

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/womens-history-month

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/poet/w-h-auden

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/poet/edna-st-vincent-millay

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/poet/elizabeth-barrett-browning
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THEMES:   v National Poetry Month!


News from the Academy of American Poets 
 v Spring–Summer American Poets Magazine Released


3
4
7
8
9


13
15
16
17
18
22
23
30


BIRTHDAY  George Herbert (b. 1593)
BIRTHDAY  Maya Angelou (b. 1928) 
BIRTHDAY  William Wordsworth (b. 1770) 
National Library Week Begins
BIRTHDAY  Charles Baudelaire (b. 1821) 
BIRTHDAY  Seamus Heaney (b. 1939)
Abraham Lincoln Dies, 1865
BIRTHDAY  U.S. Poet Laureate Tracy K. Smith (b. 1972)
Haiku Poetry Day
Paul Revere’s Ride, 1775
Earth Day
BIRTHDAY  William Shakespeare (b. 1564) 
Children’s Book Week Begins


v


v
v


v


v


v
v
v


v


A


Have your class participate in our multimedia project Dear Poet.
Download our guide to celebrating Poem in Your Pocket Day.
Display the new National Poetry Month poster.
Read “How to Read a Poem” by Edward Hirsch.  
Host a student spoken word event at your school.
Have your students read and write sonnets.
Read an except of The Life of Poetry by Muriel Rukeyser.
Sign up for Poem-a-Day to keep reading all year long.
Share your activities with us on social media: 
#NationalPoetryMonth
Featured Lesson Plan: Dear Poet
Featured Lesson Plan: Word Karaoke
Featured Lesson Plan: Get Your Haiku On 
Featured Lesson Plan: Guerilla Poetry
Featured Lesson Plan: Poems about Poetry


Featured Resources for National Poetry Month
 v Visit Poets.org for More Ways to Celebrate


v
v
v
v
v
v
v


A
A


A


A


v


A


v


v
v


v



https://www.poets.org/american-poets-magazine/home

https://www.poets.org/national-poetry-month/home

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/text/brief-guide-metaphysical-poets

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/poet/george-herbert

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/poet/maya-angelou

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/poem/still-i-rise

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/poet/william-wordsworth

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/text/brief-guide-romanticism

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/poet/charles-baudelaire

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/text/brief-guide-symbolists

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/poem/library

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/poet/seamus-heaney

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/poem/when-lilacs-last-door-yard-bloomd

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/poem/sci-fi

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/poet/tracy-k-smith

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/poem/paul-reveres-ride

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/text/haiku-poetic-form

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/collection/lesson-plans-about-environment

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/poet/william-shakespeare

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/shakespeare-400

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/lesson/mutant-shakespeare

https://www.poets.org/national-poetry-month/30-ways-celebrate-national-poetry-month-classroom

https://www.poets.org/national-poetry-month/dear-poet-project

https://www.poets.org/national-poetry-month/poem-your-pocket-day

https://www.poets.org/national-poetry-month/form/poster-request-form

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/text/how-read-poem-0

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/text/brief-guide-slam-poetry

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/text/sonnet-poetic-form

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/text/life-poetry-chapter-1

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/poem-day

https://twitter.com/poetsorg

https://www.poets.org/national-poetry-month/dear-poet-project

ttps://www.poets.org/poetsorg/lesson/word-karaoke

hhttps://www.poets.org/poetsorg/lesson/get-your-haiku

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/lesson/guerilla-poetry

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/lesson/poems-about-poetry

link to https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/books?field_booktype_tid=1804





m
ay THEMES:   v Asian/Pacific American Heritage


v Get Caught Reading


ju
ne


THEMES:  v LGBTQ Pride Month
v Graduation


2
3
5
7


13
14 
17
27


BIRTHDAY  Thomas Hardy (b. 1840)
BIRTHDAY  Allen Ginsberg (b. 1926) 
BIRTHDAY  Federico García Lorca (b. 1898) 
BIRTHDAY  Gwendolyn Brooks (b. 1917) 
BIRTHDAY  W. B. Yeats (b. 1865) 
Flag Day
Father’s Day
BIRTHDAY  Lucille Clifton (b. 1936)
BIRTHDAY  Paul Laurence Dunbar (b. 1872)


v
vv
v


v
v
v


Summer Reading
v Sign up for Teach This Poem to receive curated anthologies 
of poems on popular themes.


A


1
3
6
7
9


10
12


13
16
18


24
25
28


30
31


May Day
World Press Freedom Day
National Teacher Appreciation Week Begins
BIRTHDAY  Robert Browning (b. 1812)
BIRTHDAY  Mona Van Duyn (b. 1921) 
BIRTHDAY  Jayne Cortez (b. 1934) 
Limerick Day
BIRTHDAY  Edward Lear (b. 1812)
Mother’s Day
BIRTHDAY  Adrienne Rich (b. 1929)
International Museum Day
BIRTHDAY  Robert Creeley (b. 1926)
Brooklyn Bridge Opened, 1883
BIRTHDAY  Ralph Waldo Emerson (b. 1803) 
BIRTHDAY May Swenson (b. 1913)
Memorial Day
BIRTHDAY  Countee Cullen (b. 1903)
BIRTHDAY  Walt Whitman (b. 1819)


v


v


v
v


v
vv


v


v


v
v
v


v
v


v


v


v



https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/asianpacific-american-heritage-month

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/poems-kids

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/poem/follies

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/poem/freedom-press

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/text/how-i-teach-poetry

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/poet/robert-browning

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/poet/mona-van-duyn

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/poet/jayne-cortez

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/text/archive-mona-van-duyns-1986-letter-and-late-loving

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/text/brief-guide-black-arts-movement

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/text/limerick-poetic-form

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/poet/edward-lear

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/poem/owl-and-pussy-cat

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/text/mothers-day-poems-kids

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/text/visual-art-poems-kids

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/poet/adrienne-rich

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/text/archive-adrienne-rich

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/poem/diving-wreck

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/poet/robert-creeley

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/text/brief-guide-black-mountain-school

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/listing/brooklyn-bridge

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/poet/ralph-waldo-emerson

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/poet/may-swenson

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/poem/flanders-fields

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/poet/countee-cullen

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/text/brief-guide-harlem-renaissance

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/collection/walt-whitman-reader

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/lesson/walt-whitman-poet-and-keen-observer

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/poet/walt-whitman

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/lgbtq-poetry

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/poems-graduation

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/poet/thomas-hardy

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/text/thomas-hardy-behind-mask-explaining-poems

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/text/video-allen-ginsberg-sings-western-ballad

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/text/brief-guide-beat-poets

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/poet/allen-ginsberg

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/text/survival-two-worlds-once-federico-garcia-lorca-and-duende

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/poet/w-b-yeats

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/text/rehearsals-and-rehashings-bishop-hayden-plath-yeats-rewrite-early-poems-late-ones

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/poem/our-flag

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/text/fathers-day-poems-kids

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/poet/lucille-clifton

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/poet/paul-laurence-dunbar

https://www.poets.org/academy-american-poets/listing/paul-laurence-dunbar-house

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/teach-poem

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/poems-teachers

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/text/poet

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/poet/gwendolyn-brooks

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/poet/federico-garcia-lorca







226322
File Attachment
poetry-in-the-classroom-calendar-17-18.pdf




Poetry Builders Classroom Library Collection 
 
Collection Description 
 
Poetry Builders takes the reader into the process of writing a specific type of poem 
by watching its creation unfold between the two main characters. As the characters 
discuss a specific type of poem, they also start to “write” one of their own 
 
The Role of Poetry in Reading 
 
Writing poetry gives you the chance to fall in love with language again and again 
(Janeczko, 1999). 
 
Awareness of rhyme, rhythm, and alliteration in addition to phonemic awareness 
are characteristics that often distinguish effective readers from readers “at risk” 
(Parr & Campbell, 2006). 
 
Poetry isn’t just whimsical but contributes to increasing reading abilities. Lower 
primary teachers use nursery rhymes to develop phonic awareness and one-to one 
correspondence, and poetry helps children of all ages develop vocabulary. Reading 
poetry aloud over and over creates fluency with expression (Manning, 2003).  
 
While we do not want students to rely solely on structured, formula-based poems, 
they do have merit when introducing and building confidence. They provide 
valuable opportunities for creative and expressive wordplay and exploration of 
grammatical concepts. (Parr & Campbell, 2006). 
 
Titles in the Poetry Builders Classroom Library Collection 
 


1. Ana and Adam Build an Acrostic 


2. Connor and Clara Build a Concrete Poem 


3. Henry and Hala Build a Haiku 


4. Luke and Leo Build a Limerick 


5. Nina and Nolen Build a Nonsense Poem 


6. Penelope and Pip Build a Prose Poem 


7. Rena and Rio Build a Rhyme 


8. Sophie and Sadie Build a Sonnet 







Types of Poems in the Poetry Builders Classroom Library 
Collection 
 


Type Description 


Acrostic 
A poem that uses the letters in a topic word to begin each 
word or line. All words or lines of the poem relate to or 
describe the topic. 


Concrete 
A poem that is written in a shape to create a picture of the 
topic. 


Haiku 
A form of Japanese poetry that uses 17 syllables in lines of 
5, 7, and 5 each. 


Limerick 


A humorous poem consisting of five lines and a distinct 
AABBA rhythm and rhyming pattern in which the first, 
second, and fifth lines have the same rhythm and end in a 
matching rhyme; the third and fourth, another (shorter) 
rhythm/rhyme pattern. 


Nonsense 


Poetry that is simply for fun and typically uses rhyme or 
play with sounds. Alliteration and personification are 
common among nonsense poems. Nonsense poetry usually 
involves silly characters and made-up words.  


Prose 


This type of poem combines prose and poetry. Prose uses 
the natural grammar and flow of speech. Prose poetry is 
written as prose, but reads like poetry—using sounds and 
language to conjure images in the mind. Prose poetry does 
not focus on line breaks and can range in length from a few 
lines to several pages. 


Rhyme 


Poems that use repeating rhymes in a variety of patterns 
(e.g., ABAB, AABB). The rhymes may occur at the end or 
inside the lines and may use words that sound similar, but 
don’t rhyme exactly. 


Sonnet 


Poetry constructed of 14 lines with 10 syllables in each 
line. The first twelve lines use an iambic pentameter rhyme 
pattern (i.e., ABAB, CDCD, EFEF) and end with a rhyming 
couplet (two lines that end in a rhyme, GG).  


 
 







Common Core State Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy 
 
The common Core State Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy emphasize 
the importance of an integrated model of literacy in which poetry is a process of 
communication that includes nursery rhymes and the subgenres of the narrative 
poem, limerick, and free verse poem:  
 


Reading Standards for Literature, Foundational Skills, and Writing 
3rd  – 5th  Grade  
 
Grade 3 Students: Grade 4 Students: Grade 5 Students: 


Key Ideas and Details 


1 
Ask and answer questions to demonstrate 
understanding of a text, referring explicitly 
to the text as the basis for the answers. 


1 
Refer to details and examples in a text when 
explaining what the text says explicitly and 
when drawing inferences from the text. 


1 
Quote accurately from a text when 
explaining what the text says explicitly and 
when drawing inferences from the text. 


 2 
Determine a theme of a story, drama, or 
poem from details in the text; summarize the 
text. 


2 


Determine a theme of a story, drama, or 
poem from details in the text, including how 
characters in a story or drama respond to 
challenges or how the speaker in a poem 
reflects upon a topic; summarize the text. 


Craft and Structure 


4 


Determine the meaning of words and 
phrases as they are used in a text, 
distinguishing literal from nonliteral 
language. 


4 


Determine the meaning of words and 
phrases as they are used in a text, including 
those that allude to significant characters 
found in mythology (e.g., Herculean). 


4 


Determine the meaning of words and 
phrases as they are used in a text, including 
figurative language such as metaphors and 
similes. 


5 


Refer to parts of stories, dramas, and poems 
when writing or speaking about a text, using 
terms such as chapter, scene, and stanza; 
describe how each successive part builds on 
earlier sections. 


5 


Explain major differences between poems, 
drama, and prose, and refer to the structural 
elements of poems (e.g., verse, rhythm, 
meter) and drama (e.g., casts of characters, 
settings, descriptions, dialogue, stage 
directions) when writing or speaking about a 
text. 


5 


Explain how a series of chapters, scenes, or 
stanzas fits together to provide the overall 
structure of a particular story, drama, or 
poem. 


Integration of Knowledge and Ideas 


7 


Explain how specific aspects of a text’s 
illustrations contribute to what is conveyed 
by the words in a story (e.g., create mood, 
emphasize aspects of a character or setting). 


7 


Make connections between the text of a story 
or drama and a visual or oral presentation of 
the text, identifying where each version 
reflects specific descriptions and directions 
in the text. 


7 


Analyze how visual and multimedia elements 
contribute to the meaning, tone, or beauty of 
a text (e.g., graphic novel, multimedia 
presentation 
of fiction, folktale, myth, poem). 


Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity 


10 


By the end of the year, read and comprehend 
literature, including stories, dramas, and 
poetry, at the high end of the grades 2–3 text 
complexity band independently and 
proficiently. 


10 


By the end of the year, read and comprehend 
literature, including stories, dramas, and 
poetry, in the grades 4–5 text complexity 
band proficiently, with scaffolding as needed 
at the high end of the range. 


10 


By the end of the year, read and comprehend 
literature, including stories, dramas, and 
poetry, at the high end of the grades 4–5 text 
complexity band independently and 
proficiently. 


Fluency 


4 


Read with sufficient accuracy and fluency to 
support comprehension. 


a. Read on-level text with purpose and 
understanding. 


b. Read on-level prose and poetry orally 
with accuracy, appropriate rate, and 
expression on successive readings 


c. Use context to confirm or self-correct 
word recognition and understanding, 
rereading as necessary. 


4 


Read with sufficient accuracy and fluency to 
support comprehension. 


a. Read on-level text with purpose and 
understanding. 


b. Read on-level prose and poetry orally 
with accuracy, appropriate rate, and 
expression on successive readings 


c. Use context to confirm or self-correct 
word recognition and understanding, 
rereading as necessary. 


4 


Read with sufficient accuracy and fluency to 
support comprehension. 


a. Read on-level text with purpose and 
understanding. 


b. Read on-level prose and poetry orally 
with accuracy, appropriate rate, and 
expression on successive readings 


c. Use context to confirm or self-correct 
word recognition and understanding, 
rereading as necessary. 


Range of Writing 


10 


Write routinely over extended time frames 
(time for research, reflection, and revision) 
and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a 
day or two) for a range of discipline-specific 
tasks, purposes, and audiences. 


10 


Write routinely over extended time frames 
(time for research, reflection, and revision) 
and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a 
day or two) for a range of discipline-specific 
tasks, purposes, and audiences. 


10 


Write routinely over extended time frames 
(time for research, reflection, and revision) 
and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a 
day or two) for a range of discipline-specific 
tasks, purposes, and audiences. 


 







Tips for Teaching Poetry in Your Classroom 
 


1. Examine preconceived notions toward poetry—both 
yours and your students. 


 


2. Build a love of and respect for poetry by immersing 
yourself and your students in it. 


 


3. Find the poetry in everyday experiences. 
 


4. Keep the enjoyment in poetry—focus on the process. 
 


5. Be a poet in practice or a poet in action; start where you 
are and challenge yourself gradually. Develop poetitude. 


 


6. Encourage your students to be poets in practice.  
 


7. Challenge them slowly, reward their efforts, and 
encourage risk taking. 


 


8. Create a safe, low-risk environment in which to share 
and experience poetry. 


 


9. Have fun! 
Source: Parr & Campbell, 2006. 


 
 


Sample Poetry Writing Lesson 
 


1. Share Models of Student Poets Work (10-15 minutes) 
 


2. Demonstrate Writing Poems: Write for and With 
Children (10-20 minutes) 


 


3. Brainstorm to Get Kids Started (5-10 minutes) 
 


4. Provide Sustained Time for Writing (20-25 minutes) 
 


5. Regroup and Celebrate the Poems (10-15 minutes) 
 


Source: Routman, 2001 
 
 







  


Tools for Writing Poetry 
 


Poetry uses a variety of figurative language. Familiarizing students with these tools, 
or devices, will help them in recognizing them in poems they read and support them 
in writing their own. Below are a few examples of figurative language devices 
appropriate for elementary school students: 
 


Device Description Example 


Alliteration 
The repetition of the first 
sound in a series of words or 
phrases. 


She sells seashells by the 
seashore.  


Assonance 
The repetition of vowel sounds 
to create internal rhyming. 


The cool moon bloomed over 
the school.  


Cliché 


An expression that uses 
analogy or exaggeration and 
has become commonplace to 
the point of overuse.  


You can’t teach an old dog new 
tricks. 


Hyperbole 
Humorous exaggerations to 
create effect or emphasis. 


I was so tired, I slept like a log.  


Idiom 
Common expressions that are 
not meant literally. 


Living high on the hog. 


Metaphor 
A word analogy (using is and 
was) that compares two unlike 
things to make a strong image.  


Time is money. 


Onomatopoeia 
Words that sound like an 
action or noise. 


Bang, Woosh, Grrr, Hiss, Slurp, 
Buzz 


Personification 
Giving human qualities to 
something non-human. 


The stars winked at the people 
below. 


Simile 
A phrase comparing two 
things, often using like or as. 


Sly as a fox. 


 
For a collection of kid-friendly websites to teach, practice, and apply these devices, visit: 


http://www.kidskonnect.com/subject-index/20-language-arts/343-figurative-language.html  
 



http://www.kidskonnect.com/subject-index/20-language-arts/343-figurative-language.html





Writer’s Word Book 
 
Using either a store-bought notebook or one made out of folders and binder paper 
(e.g., folders with pockets and fasteners), have students label each page with a letter 
of the alphabet. As students encounter words of interest or those they’ve used in 
crafting their poetry, have them write the words on the corresponding letter page. 
Students could even highlight the words they’ve used to both see their use of 
language as well as to encourage them to expand their use of new words. 
 
Some students may not naturally be drawn to language. In order to help them build 
their repertoire, you might encourage some regular “word warm ups” to foster their 
confidence and identify words to include in their Writer’s Word Book: 
 


 Select read alouds with rich language and expansive vocabulary. As you read 
aloud, have students make note of special words to include in their word 
books. 


 
 Share copies of poetry with students and have them highlight words they 


find special, interesting, or even unknown and record them in their word 
books. 


 
 Have students work with partners. With one partners’ eyes closed, the other 


opens the dictionary to a random page. The partner with the closed eyes 
points to a word, opens his or her eyes, and reads the word and the 
definition. The partners discuss the word and decide whether or not to 
include it in their own dictionary. They repeat this several times until they 
have added a designated number of words to their books. 


 
 In the literacy/writing center, have a box or envelope in which you’ve placed 


index cards (or a list) with common words written on them. Students draw 
out the cards and look the words up in the thesaurus (hard copy or online) to 
find at least three more interesting alternate words to use in their own 
writing. 


 
 Make several rhyming dictionaries available and encourage students to find 


words that rhyme with the others they have collected in their Writer’s Word 
Books. For an online rhyming dictionary, visit www.rhymezone.com.  


 
 Encourage students to brainstorm a variety of topics they are interested in. 


Demonstrate how to make a table on a page in their word books to organize 
words that they’ve collected based on the topics generated—many words 
will be used more than once.  


 
 



http://www.rhymezone.com/
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E is for Eiffel Tower 
 


Timeline 
 
 
 
 


Create a timeline using at least 10 key events in the history of France. Use the book E is for Eiffel Tower to gather 
these events. Label the year in which it took place along with the event that occurred.  


 


1909 Eiffel Tower was saved from being 
dismantled.  







 
E is for Eiffel Tower 


 
Story Problems 


 
After you have read E is for Eiffel Tower, solve the story problems about the Eiffel Tower. Use the free space to 
show all of your work. 
 


 
1. If there are 1,665 stairs to the top of the Eiffel Tower, but only 704 are accessible to visitors, how many are 


not accessible to visitors?  
 


 
 
__________________________________ 
 


2. Every seven years the Eiffel tower is painted. It takes 50 tons of paint every time it is painted. How much 
paint is used in 35 years?  


 
 
 
__________________________________ 
 


3. The height of the Eiffel tower, not including the radio tower, is 986 feet. With the radio tower, it is 1,052 feet 
high. How tall is the radio tower?  


 
 
 
__________________________________ 
 


4. The foundation of the Eiffel tower was started in January 1887 and took five months to complete. What 
month was the foundation completed?  


 
 
__________________________________ 
 


5. The Eiffel Tower was built in 1889 to celebrate the 100th anniversary of the French Revolution. What year 
did the French Revolution begin? 


 
 
 
__________________________________ 
 


6. The Eiffel Tower was considered by many to be an eyesore. It was nearly demolished in 1909. How many 
years ago was that? 


 
 
 
__________________________________ 
 







E is for Eiffel Tower 
 


Design an Outfit 
 


Many fashion designers began their careers in France. Read about a few of them in E is for Eiffel Tower.  Design an 
outfit including accessories. You can either design an outfit for a male or a female. Below your design, you must 
write a short paragraph explaining what age group you would market it to, and where you would sell your product. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________







E is for Eiffel Tower 
 


Sharing Words 
 
 
 
 
 
 


There are many languages that borrow and share words. Below is a list of words you may hear every day that 
originated from the French language.  Use a dictionary to define each of the words below that the English language 
has borrowed from the French language. 
 
 


1. Suite ________________________________________________________________________________ 
 


2. Cliché _______________________________________________________________________________ 
 


3. Décor _______________________________________________________________________________ 
 


4. Clique _______________________________________________________________________________ 
 


5. Foyer ________________________________________________________________________________ 
 


6. Chef ________________________________________________________________________________ 
 


7. Crochet ______________________________________________________________________________ 
 


8. Pastel________________________________________________________________________________ 
 


9. Corsage ______________________________________________________________________________ 
 


10. Sauté________________________________________________________________________________ 
 


11. Beret________________________________________________________________________________ 
 


12. Critique______________________________________________________________________________ 
 


13. Ballet________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
14. Café_________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 







E is for Eiffel Tower 
 


Fact or Fiction? 
 
Read the book E is for Eiffel Tower to determine if the following statements are fact or fiction. If they are fiction, 
rewrite the statement so that it is true. If it is a fact, write “fact” on the line provided. 
 
 


1. Les Miserables tells a tale of a man named Victor Hugo, a man who turned from evil to good through love 
and pain. _____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________________ 


2. France has a representative government with executive, legislative, and judicial branches. The people of 
France elect a president by popular vote every four years. _______________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 


3. The Louvre started as a medieval fortress which King François I tore down to build a royal palace. 
 


_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
4. The French people blamed Marie Antoinette for their troubles, high taxes, and poverty.  She was imprisoned 


during the first World War. _______________________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 


5. Maximillien Robespierre was the mastermind behind the reign of terror, an event that killed many French 
citizens. ______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 


6. The Tour de France, the world’s most famous bicycle race, lasts four weeks. The leader wears an orange 
jersey to identify him to the competitors and fans. _____________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 


7. Bastille Day on July 4th is the national celebration of the storming of the Bastille prison in 1789.  It marks the 
beginning of France as a modern nation governed by its citizens, not ruled by a king. ________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 


8. When allied troops freed Berthe Fraser from prison she said, “I’m finally free, and so is France.” ________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 


9. Louis XIV was born in 1638 and died in 1715. He was king for 75 years. __________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 


10. E is for Eiffel Tower was written by Helen L. Wilbur and illustrated by Melanie Rose. ________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 







E is for Eiffel Tower 
 


Bird’s-Eye View 
 
Bird’s-eye view is the perspective as though the observer is a bird. Pretend that you are a bird perched upon the 
Eiffel Tower overlooking Paris. Use the book E is for Eiffel Tower to discover what Paris looks like. Draw a picture 
in the box below of what you might see.  







E is for Eiffel Tower 
 


Geography of France 
 


 
 
 
 


Use the book E is for Eiffel Tower and the map at the beginning of the book to help you complete these questions 
about the geography of France. 
 


1. What sea is south of France? _____________________________________________________________ 
 


2. What six countries border France to the east? ________________________________________________ 
 


________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
3. What is the capital of France? ___________________________________________________________ 
 
4. What country borders France on the southwest side? __________________________________________ 


 
5. What is the name of the large peninsula that lies between the English Channel to the north, and the Bay of  


 
Biscay to the south? ___________________________________________________________________ 
 


6. What country is north of the English Channel? _______________________________________________ 
 


7. Is Paris north, east, south, or west of Limousin? _____________________________________________ 
 


8. What continent is France on? _____________________________________________________________ 
 


9. If you were to travel from the Gulf of Lion to the Bay of Biscay, what three regions would you have to pass  
 
through? _____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 


10. The Strait of Dover connects which two bodies of water? _____________________________________ 
 


_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 


11. Complete the compass rose. 
 


 







 E is for Eiffel Tower 
 


What If?  
 


What if Charles de Gaulle was not around in the 1940’s? What if he was not there to lead Free 
France to victory? Write a newspaper article about what life in France might have been like if  
de Gaulle was not present during this key time in the history of France. 


________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________ 







E is for Eiffel Tower 
 


Learning Metric 
 


The metric system is a decimalized system of measurement that was first used by the French in 1791.  Use this 
worksheet to help you understand the metric system that all of the people you read about in E is for Eiffel Tower 
have used, or still use to measure things every day. 


 
 
 


To convert to a smaller unit, 
move decimal point to the right 


 To convert to a larger unit, move 
decimal point to the left  


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


EXAMPLE: 
 


198m = .198km = 198000mm 
 


 
 


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


1) 104 km = _______ m     6) 6.3 cm = _____ mm 
   


2) 50 cm = ______ m     7) 1000 mg = _______ g 
    


3) 16 cm = _______ mm     8) 14 km = _______ m  
    


 4)  2500 m = _______ km    9) 109 g = _______ kg 
     


 5)  2000 mg = _______ g     10) 5.6 kg = _____ g 
    


     
 


 
Basic Unit 


Deci- 
 


 
.1 


Centi- 
 
 


.01 


Milli- 
 
 


.001 


Deka- 
 
 


10 


Kilo- 
 
 


1000 


Hecto- 
 
 


100 


 
Basic Unit 


 
198m 


Deci- 
 


 
1980dm 


Centi- 
 
 


19800cm 


Milli- 
 
 


198000mm 


Deka- 
 
 
 19.8dm


Kilo- 
 
 


.198km 


Hecto- 
 
 


1.98 hm 







E is for Eiffel Tower 
 


Make Crepes! 
 
Crepes are a popular food in France. They are like a very thin pancake. They can be filled with a variety 
of sweets to turn it into a dessert, or served plain.  Try making them with the recipe below with adult 
supervision. If you desire a dessert crepe, read the hints at the bottom of the page! 
 
 
Makes 8 crepes 
 
Ingredients: 


 1 cup all-purpose flour 
 2 eggs 
 1/2 cup low-fat milk 
 1/2 cup water 
 1/4 teaspoon salt 
 2 tablespoons melted butter  


Directions: 


1. Whisk the flour and the eggs together in a large mixing bowl.  
 


2. Slowly stir in the milk and the water.  
 


3. Add the salt and butter, and beat the mixture until smooth. 
 


4. Heat a griddle or frying pan to medium. Give it a very light spray of cooking oil.  
 


5. Drop the crepe mixture onto the heated surface, using about 1/4 cup of batter for each crepe.  
 


6. Tilt the pan with a circular motion so that the batter coats the surface evenly. "Thin is in" when it 
comes to the layer of batter.  


 
7. Cook each side until golden brown (about two minutes for side one—batter will bubble; and one 


minute for side two). 
 


8.  Gently remove and place on a plate.  
 


9. Place waxed paper between cooked crepes to prevent sticking. 
 
 
 
To make these crepes into a dessert, you can add peanut butter, cinnamon and sugar, maple syrup, 
sliced fruit, or fruit spreads! 
 







E is for Eiffel Tower 
 


Learn French 
 


In the back of the book E is for Eiffel Tower there are many French words translated into English.  Here are more 
common words. Use the phrases in the book with these words to form longer phrases of your own! 


 
 
 
 


Un  one 
Deuz  two 
Trios  three 
Quatre  four 
Cinq  five 
Six  six 
Sept  seven 
Huit  eight 
Neuf  nine 
Dix  ten 
 
 
Bonjour  hello 
Au revoir good-bye 
s'il vous plait please 
Non  no 
Oui  yes 
Mere  mother 
Pere  father 
Frère  brother 
Soeur  sister 
 
 
 
Who?  Qui? 
Where?  Où? 
Why?  Pourquoi? 
When?   Quand? 
How?  Comment? 
That’s fine C'est bien. 







E is for Eiffel Tower 
 


Impressionism 
 
 


The book E is for Eiffel Tower discusses the story of French artist Claude Monet who broke the rules of the times. 
Artists were stuck either studying art inside, or copying great works of art. Monet went outside and started painting 
what he saw.  Instead of a detailed reproduction, Monet and others used short rapid brushstrokes to capture light and 
moments of everyday life. This was called impressionism. Challenge yourself to go outside and find a peaceful 
landscape to paint using watercolors. 







E is for Eiffel Tower E is for Eiffel Tower 
  


Travel Poster Travel Poster 
  
Let your creative spirit shine! Create a travel poster encouraging people to travel to France. Follow the guidelines 
below to create your poster. 
Let your creative spirit shine! Create a travel poster encouraging people to travel to France. Follow the guidelines 
below to create your poster. 
  


 Must have at least one word in French  Must have at least one word in French 
 Must include a fact about one famous person from France  Must include a fact about one famous person from France 
 Must include a reminder to pack and bring something (example: camera)  Must include a reminder to pack and bring something (example: camera) 
 Must include one historical event  Must include one historical event 


  







E is for Eiffel Tower 
 


Cinquain Poetry 
 


A cinquain poem is a short, usually unrhymed poem consisting of twenty-two syllables. There are three different types of these 
poems. Use the book E is for Eiffel Tower to write three different cinquain poems about France! 


 


Line 1: One word  ______________________________________________________ 


Line 2: Two words  ______________________________________________________ 


Line 3: Three words  ______________________________________________________ 


Line 4: Four words  ______________________________________________________ 


Line 5: One word  ______________________________________________________ 


 


Line 1: A noun    ________________________________________________ 


Line 2: Two adjectives   ________________________________________________ 


Line 3: Three -ing words  ______________________________________________________ 


Line 4: A phrase   ______________________________________________________ 


Line 5: Another word for the noun ______________________________________________________ 


 


 


Line 1: Two syllables  ______________________________________________________ 


Line 2: Four syllables  ______________________________________________________ 


Line 3: Six syllables  ______________________________________________________ 


Line 4: Eight syllables ______________________________________________________ 


Line 5: Two syllables  ______________________________________________________ 


 


 
 
 
 







E is for Eiffel Tower 
 


Journal Entry 
 


Napoléon Bonaparte was a prominent part of French history. Read about him in E is for Eiffel Tower and use the 
information you have learned to write a journal entry that he may have written between 1804 and 1815. Include the 
types of people he may have come in contact with, the surroundings he may have seen, and how he would have felt. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 







E is for Eiffel Tower 
 


Answer Key 
Story Problems:    1. 961     2. 250 tons      3. 66 feet     4. May 1887      5. 1789    6. Answers vary 
 
Sharing Words:  


1. Suite: series of items; a number of connected rooms in a hotel; set of music 
2. Cliché : stereotyped expression; a sentence or phrase, usually expressing a popular or common thought or 


idea 
3. Décor: style or mode of decoration  
4. Clique: a small, exclusive group of people 
5. Foyer: the lobby of a theater, hotel, or apartment house 
6. Chef: the chief cook, esp. in a restaurant or hotel, usually responsible for planning menus, 


ordering foodstuffs, overseeing food preparation, and supervising the kitchen staff.  
7. Crochet: needlework done with a needle having a small hook at one end for drawing the thread or yarn 


through intertwined loops 
8. Pastel: a color having a soft, subdued shade; a kind of dried paste made of pigments ground with 


chalk  
9. Corsage: a small bouquet worn at the waist, on the shoulder, on the wrist 
10. Sauté: cooked or browned in a pan containing a small quantity of butter, oil, or other fat 
11. Beret: a round close-fitting brimless cap of soft wool material or felt 
12. Critique: an article or essay criticizing a literary or other work; detailed evaluation; review. 
13. Ballet: a classical style of expressive dancing based on precise conventional steps with gestures and 


movements of grace and fluidity.  Also, a theatrical representation of a story or theme performed to music 
by ballet dancers. 


14. Café: a restaurant, often with an enclosed or outdoor section extending onto the sidewalk, or a small 
restaurant. 


 
 
Fact or Fiction: 1. Jean Valjean      2. by popular vote every FIVE years.      3. Fact      4. French Revolution      5. 
Fact      6. Three weeks, Yellow jersey       7. July 14th      8. “Thank you, boys, you are just in time.”    9. 72 years      
10. Yan Nascimbene 
 
 
Geography of France: 1. Mediterranean Sea     2. Belgium, Luxembourg, Germany, Switzerland, Italy, Monaco   
3. Paris    4. Spain    5. Bretagne    6. United Kingdom     7. North     8. Europe     9. Languedoc-Rouseeillon, Midi-
Pyrenees, Aquitaine     10. English Channel and North Sea 
 
 
Learning Metric: 1)104000m     2) .5m    3) 160mm    4) 2.5km   5)2g    6)63mm    7) 1g    8) 14000m   
9) 0.109kg     10) 5600g 
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Name______________________ 
 


Date_______________________ 


Cinquain Graphic Organizer 


A cinquain is a five-line poem that describes a person, place, or thing.   
 


dessert           a one -word title, a noun 


cold, creamy  two adjectives 


eating, giggling, licking  three - ing participles 


cone with three scoops  a phrase 


ice cream  a synonym for your title, another noun 


 
Use this organizer to write your own cinquain. 
 


1______________________________ 
a one word title, a noun that tells what your poem is about 


 
 
 


2________________, _____________ 
two adjectives that describe what you're writing about 


 
 
 


3_________, ___________, _______ 
three -ing participles that describe what your poem is about 


 
 
 


4______________________________ 
a phrase that tells more about what you're writing about 


 
 
 


5______________________________ 
a synonym for your title, another noun that tells what your poem is about 
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E is for Eiffel Tower 
 


Timeline 
 
 
 
 


Create a timeline using at least 10 key events in the history of France. Use the book E is for Eiffel Tower to gather 
these events. Label the year in which it took place along with the event that occurred.  


 


1909 Eiffel Tower was saved from being 
dismantled.  







 
E is for Eiffel Tower 


 
Story Problems 


 
After you have read E is for Eiffel Tower, solve the story problems about the Eiffel Tower. Use the free space to 
show all of your work. 
 


 
1. If there are 1,665 stairs to the top of the Eiffel Tower, but only 704 are accessible to visitors, how many are 


not accessible to visitors?  
 


 
 
__________________________________ 
 


2. Every seven years the Eiffel tower is painted. It takes 50 tons of paint every time it is painted. How much 
paint is used in 35 years?  


 
 
 
__________________________________ 
 


3. The height of the Eiffel tower, not including the radio tower, is 986 feet. With the radio tower, it is 1,052 feet 
high. How tall is the radio tower?  


 
 
 
__________________________________ 
 


4. The foundation of the Eiffel tower was started in January 1887 and took five months to complete. What 
month was the foundation completed?  


 
 
__________________________________ 
 


5. The Eiffel Tower was built in 1889 to celebrate the 100th anniversary of the French Revolution. What year 
did the French Revolution begin? 


 
 
 
__________________________________ 
 


6. The Eiffel Tower was considered by many to be an eyesore. It was nearly demolished in 1909. How many 
years ago was that? 


 
 
 
__________________________________ 
 







E is for Eiffel Tower 
 


Design an Outfit 
 


Many fashion designers began their careers in France. Read about a few of them in E is for Eiffel Tower.  Design an 
outfit including accessories. You can either design an outfit for a male or a female. Below your design, you must 
write a short paragraph explaining what age group you would market it to, and where you would sell your product. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________







E is for Eiffel Tower 
 


Sharing Words 
 
 
 
 
 
 


There are many languages that borrow and share words. Below is a list of words you may hear every day that 
originated from the French language.  Use a dictionary to define each of the words below that the English language 
has borrowed from the French language. 
 
 


1. Suite ________________________________________________________________________________ 
 


2. Cliché _______________________________________________________________________________ 
 


3. Décor _______________________________________________________________________________ 
 


4. Clique _______________________________________________________________________________ 
 


5. Foyer ________________________________________________________________________________ 
 


6. Chef ________________________________________________________________________________ 
 


7. Crochet ______________________________________________________________________________ 
 


8. Pastel________________________________________________________________________________ 
 


9. Corsage ______________________________________________________________________________ 
 


10. Sauté________________________________________________________________________________ 
 


11. Beret________________________________________________________________________________ 
 


12. Critique______________________________________________________________________________ 
 


13. Ballet________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
14. Café_________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 







E is for Eiffel Tower 
 


Fact or Fiction? 
 
Read the book E is for Eiffel Tower to determine if the following statements are fact or fiction. If they are fiction, 
rewrite the statement so that it is true. If it is a fact, write “fact” on the line provided. 
 
 


1. Les Miserables tells a tale of a man named Victor Hugo, a man who turned from evil to good through love 
and pain. _____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________________ 


2. France has a representative government with executive, legislative, and judicial branches. The people of 
France elect a president by popular vote every four years. _______________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 


3. The Louvre started as a medieval fortress which King François I tore down to build a royal palace. 
 


_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
4. The French people blamed Marie Antoinette for their troubles, high taxes, and poverty.  She was imprisoned 


during the first World War. _______________________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 


5. Maximillien Robespierre was the mastermind behind the reign of terror, an event that killed many French 
citizens. ______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 


6. The Tour de France, the world’s most famous bicycle race, lasts four weeks. The leader wears an orange 
jersey to identify him to the competitors and fans. _____________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 


7. Bastille Day on July 4th is the national celebration of the storming of the Bastille prison in 1789.  It marks the 
beginning of France as a modern nation governed by its citizens, not ruled by a king. ________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 


8. When allied troops freed Berthe Fraser from prison she said, “I’m finally free, and so is France.” ________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 


9. Louis XIV was born in 1638 and died in 1715. He was king for 75 years. __________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 


10. E is for Eiffel Tower was written by Helen L. Wilbur and illustrated by Melanie Rose. ________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 







E is for Eiffel Tower 
 


Bird’s-Eye View 
 
Bird’s-eye view is the perspective as though the observer is a bird. Pretend that you are a bird perched upon the 
Eiffel Tower overlooking Paris. Use the book E is for Eiffel Tower to discover what Paris looks like. Draw a picture 
in the box below of what you might see.  







E is for Eiffel Tower 
 


Geography of France 
 


 
 
 
 


Use the book E is for Eiffel Tower and the map at the beginning of the book to help you complete these questions 
about the geography of France. 
 


1. What sea is south of France? _____________________________________________________________ 
 


2. What six countries border France to the east? ________________________________________________ 
 


________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
3. What is the capital of France? ___________________________________________________________ 
 
4. What country borders France on the southwest side? __________________________________________ 


 
5. What is the name of the large peninsula that lies between the English Channel to the north, and the Bay of  


 
Biscay to the south? ___________________________________________________________________ 
 


6. What country is north of the English Channel? _______________________________________________ 
 


7. Is Paris north, east, south, or west of Limousin? _____________________________________________ 
 


8. What continent is France on? _____________________________________________________________ 
 


9. If you were to travel from the Gulf of Lion to the Bay of Biscay, what three regions would you have to pass  
 
through? _____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 


10. The Strait of Dover connects which two bodies of water? _____________________________________ 
 


_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 


11. Complete the compass rose. 
 


 







 E is for Eiffel Tower 
 


What If?  
 


What if Charles de Gaulle was not around in the 1940’s? What if he was not there to lead Free 
France to victory? Write a newspaper article about what life in France might have been like if  
de Gaulle was not present during this key time in the history of France. 


________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________ 







E is for Eiffel Tower 
 


Learning Metric 
 


The metric system is a decimalized system of measurement that was first used by the French in 1791.  Use this 
worksheet to help you understand the metric system that all of the people you read about in E is for Eiffel Tower 
have used, or still use to measure things every day. 


 
 
 


To convert to a smaller unit, 
move decimal point to the right 


 To convert to a larger unit, move 
decimal point to the left  


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


EXAMPLE: 
 


198m = .198km = 198000mm 
 


 
 


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


1) 104 km = _______ m     6) 6.3 cm = _____ mm 
   


2) 50 cm = ______ m     7) 1000 mg = _______ g 
    


3) 16 cm = _______ mm     8) 14 km = _______ m  
    


 4)  2500 m = _______ km    9) 109 g = _______ kg 
     


 5)  2000 mg = _______ g     10) 5.6 kg = _____ g 
    


     
 


 
Basic Unit 


Deci- 
 


 
.1 


Centi- 
 
 


.01 


Milli- 
 
 


.001 


Deka- 
 
 


10 


Kilo- 
 
 


1000 


Hecto- 
 
 


100 


 
Basic Unit 


 
198m 


Deci- 
 


 
1980dm 


Centi- 
 
 


19800cm 


Milli- 
 
 


198000mm 


Deka- 
 
 
 19.8dm


Kilo- 
 
 


.198km 


Hecto- 
 
 


1.98 hm 







E is for Eiffel Tower 
 


Make Crepes! 
 
Crepes are a popular food in France. They are like a very thin pancake. They can be filled with a variety 
of sweets to turn it into a dessert, or served plain.  Try making them with the recipe below with adult 
supervision. If you desire a dessert crepe, read the hints at the bottom of the page! 
 
 
Makes 8 crepes 
 
Ingredients: 


 1 cup all-purpose flour 
 2 eggs 
 1/2 cup low-fat milk 
 1/2 cup water 
 1/4 teaspoon salt 
 2 tablespoons melted butter  


Directions: 


1. Whisk the flour and the eggs together in a large mixing bowl.  
 


2. Slowly stir in the milk and the water.  
 


3. Add the salt and butter, and beat the mixture until smooth. 
 


4. Heat a griddle or frying pan to medium. Give it a very light spray of cooking oil.  
 


5. Drop the crepe mixture onto the heated surface, using about 1/4 cup of batter for each crepe.  
 


6. Tilt the pan with a circular motion so that the batter coats the surface evenly. "Thin is in" when it 
comes to the layer of batter.  


 
7. Cook each side until golden brown (about two minutes for side one—batter will bubble; and one 


minute for side two). 
 


8.  Gently remove and place on a plate.  
 


9. Place waxed paper between cooked crepes to prevent sticking. 
 
 
 
To make these crepes into a dessert, you can add peanut butter, cinnamon and sugar, maple syrup, 
sliced fruit, or fruit spreads! 
 







E is for Eiffel Tower 
 


Learn French 
 


In the back of the book E is for Eiffel Tower there are many French words translated into English.  Here are more 
common words. Use the phrases in the book with these words to form longer phrases of your own! 


 
 
 
 


Un  one 
Deuz  two 
Trios  three 
Quatre  four 
Cinq  five 
Six  six 
Sept  seven 
Huit  eight 
Neuf  nine 
Dix  ten 
 
 
Bonjour  hello 
Au revoir good-bye 
s'il vous plait please 
Non  no 
Oui  yes 
Mere  mother 
Pere  father 
Frère  brother 
Soeur  sister 
 
 
 
Who?  Qui? 
Where?  Où? 
Why?  Pourquoi? 
When?   Quand? 
How?  Comment? 
That’s fine C'est bien. 







E is for Eiffel Tower 
 


Impressionism 
 
 


The book E is for Eiffel Tower discusses the story of French artist Claude Monet who broke the rules of the times. 
Artists were stuck either studying art inside, or copying great works of art. Monet went outside and started painting 
what he saw.  Instead of a detailed reproduction, Monet and others used short rapid brushstrokes to capture light and 
moments of everyday life. This was called impressionism. Challenge yourself to go outside and find a peaceful 
landscape to paint using watercolors. 







E is for Eiffel Tower E is for Eiffel Tower 
  


Travel Poster Travel Poster 
  
Let your creative spirit shine! Create a travel poster encouraging people to travel to France. Follow the guidelines 
below to create your poster. 
Let your creative spirit shine! Create a travel poster encouraging people to travel to France. Follow the guidelines 
below to create your poster. 
  


 Must have at least one word in French  Must have at least one word in French 
 Must include a fact about one famous person from France  Must include a fact about one famous person from France 
 Must include a reminder to pack and bring something (example: camera)  Must include a reminder to pack and bring something (example: camera) 
 Must include one historical event  Must include one historical event 


  







E is for Eiffel Tower 
 


Cinquain Poetry 
 


A cinquain poem is a short, usually unrhymed poem consisting of twenty-two syllables. There are three different types of these 
poems. Use the book E is for Eiffel Tower to write three different cinquain poems about France! 


 


Line 1: One word  ______________________________________________________ 


Line 2: Two words  ______________________________________________________ 


Line 3: Three words  ______________________________________________________ 


Line 4: Four words  ______________________________________________________ 


Line 5: One word  ______________________________________________________ 


 


Line 1: A noun    ________________________________________________ 


Line 2: Two adjectives   ________________________________________________ 


Line 3: Three -ing words  ______________________________________________________ 


Line 4: A phrase   ______________________________________________________ 


Line 5: Another word for the noun ______________________________________________________ 


 


 


Line 1: Two syllables  ______________________________________________________ 


Line 2: Four syllables  ______________________________________________________ 


Line 3: Six syllables  ______________________________________________________ 


Line 4: Eight syllables ______________________________________________________ 


Line 5: Two syllables  ______________________________________________________ 


 


 
 
 
 







E is for Eiffel Tower 
 


Journal Entry 
 


Napoléon Bonaparte was a prominent part of French history. Read about him in E is for Eiffel Tower and use the 
information you have learned to write a journal entry that he may have written between 1804 and 1815. Include the 
types of people he may have come in contact with, the surroundings he may have seen, and how he would have felt. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 







E is for Eiffel Tower 
 


Answer Key 
Story Problems:    1. 961     2. 250 tons      3. 66 feet     4. May 1887      5. 1789    6. Answers vary 
 
Sharing Words:  


1. Suite: series of items; a number of connected rooms in a hotel; set of music 
2. Cliché : stereotyped expression; a sentence or phrase, usually expressing a popular or common thought or 


idea 
3. Décor: style or mode of decoration  
4. Clique: a small, exclusive group of people 
5. Foyer: the lobby of a theater, hotel, or apartment house 
6. Chef: the chief cook, esp. in a restaurant or hotel, usually responsible for planning menus, 


ordering foodstuffs, overseeing food preparation, and supervising the kitchen staff.  
7. Crochet: needlework done with a needle having a small hook at one end for drawing the thread or yarn 


through intertwined loops 
8. Pastel: a color having a soft, subdued shade; a kind of dried paste made of pigments ground with 


chalk  
9. Corsage: a small bouquet worn at the waist, on the shoulder, on the wrist 
10. Sauté: cooked or browned in a pan containing a small quantity of butter, oil, or other fat 
11. Beret: a round close-fitting brimless cap of soft wool material or felt 
12. Critique: an article or essay criticizing a literary or other work; detailed evaluation; review. 
13. Ballet: a classical style of expressive dancing based on precise conventional steps with gestures and 


movements of grace and fluidity.  Also, a theatrical representation of a story or theme performed to music 
by ballet dancers. 


14. Café: a restaurant, often with an enclosed or outdoor section extending onto the sidewalk, or a small 
restaurant. 


 
 
Fact or Fiction: 1. Jean Valjean      2. by popular vote every FIVE years.      3. Fact      4. French Revolution      5. 
Fact      6. Three weeks, Yellow jersey       7. July 14th      8. “Thank you, boys, you are just in time.”    9. 72 years      
10. Yan Nascimbene 
 
 
Geography of France: 1. Mediterranean Sea     2. Belgium, Luxembourg, Germany, Switzerland, Italy, Monaco   
3. Paris    4. Spain    5. Bretagne    6. United Kingdom     7. North     8. Europe     9. Languedoc-Rouseeillon, Midi-
Pyrenees, Aquitaine     10. English Channel and North Sea 
 
 
Learning Metric: 1)104000m     2) .5m    3) 160mm    4) 2.5km   5)2g    6)63mm    7) 1g    8) 14000m   
9) 0.109kg     10) 5600g 
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Name______________________ 
 


Date_______________________ 


Cinquain Graphic Organizer 


A cinquain is a five-line poem that describes a person, place, or thing.   
 


dessert           a one -word title, a noun 


cold, creamy  two adjectives 


eating, giggling, licking  three - ing participles 


cone with three scoops  a phrase 


ice cream  a synonym for your title, another noun 


 
Use this organizer to write your own cinquain. 
 


1______________________________ 
a one word title, a noun that tells what your poem is about 


 
 
 


2________________, _____________ 
two adjectives that describe what you're writing about 


 
 
 


3_________, ___________, _______ 
three -ing participles that describe what your poem is about 


 
 
 


4______________________________ 
a phrase that tells more about what you're writing about 


 
 
 


5______________________________ 
a synonym for your title, another noun that tells what your poem is about 
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Not Another Powerpoint! : Ten Creative Presentation Tools to Try 
 


 
Animoto – www.animoto.com 
Anyone can feel like a producer by creating free 30 second videos with text, pictures, and music. Media center service learners have 
developed book trailers, and Susan Cooper’s study skills students have created advertisements for selected careers. Free Animoto for 
Educators: Apply here  
http://animoto.com/education?gclid=CNqMiYWr4rECFYNM4Aod6mMAsg  
 
Capzles - http://www.capzles.com/# 
Capzles is a multimedia tool for creating timelines with images, descriptions, backgrounds and music selections. Teachers may create a 
group log in for collaborative projects. 
 
Facebook Templates – WORD: http://office.microsoft.com/en-us/templates/facebook-template-word-TC102239159.aspx; Search for 
various templates using powerpoint or explore Fakebook at http://www.classtools.net/fb/home/page. Ask students to create facebook 
profiles for chemical elements, Civil War leaders, notable figures in your content area, or characters in literary works. 
 
Glogster - http://edu.glogster.com/  


This online poster-making tool works for all content areas. Service learners have created Elements of the Novel posters, and modern 


language teachers ask students to teach others about countries through Glogster. Teachers may have 50 student accounts for $29.95 per 


year, but students can register free with any teacher code.  


Historypin - http://www.historypin.com/  


An online photo album for the world, this tool links pictures, stories and memories. Users may explore collections or tours or create their 


own. English and social studies teachers may collaborate for students to map their history and that of their local communities. Users must 


have a Google account. 


 
Infographics - Easel.ly - http://www.easel.ly/  
Another infographics tool, Easel.ly allows users to create and share visual ideas online by selecting a “vheme” template or creating one, 
drag objects, edit the canvas, and share with others.  
Visual.ly – http://visual.ly/  


Infographics tools allow people to create visual representations of information or knowledge so that it is easily understood. Show teachers 


how to explore topics and demonstrate an example. 


 


Pbworks -  http://pbworks.com 


Online collaboration workspaces like pbworks, wikispaces, wet paint, etc. allow groups to share knowledge and achieve common goals. In 


this example, service learners created career pages with a common bibliography and commented on each other’s work. Social studies 


teacher Lance Hansen assigns senior budget portfolios in pbworks. Teachers create student accounts and passwords up front. 


 


Prezi – http://prezi.com  


This presentation tool has a zoomable canvas that shows connections between ideas. Slideshare, Jux, Popplet, and Jing are other 


alternatives. 


 


StudyBlue - http://www.studyblue.com/ 


StudyBlue enables students to study millions of flash cards and online quizzes or create them. Available in mobile formats as well. Class 


codes are available. Springnote and Evernote offer similar features.  


 


Wordle - http://www.wordle.net/ 


Wordle generates “word clouds” from text that you type or paste. Words that appear repeatedly are given emphasis. Creators may 


experiment with fonts, layouts, and color schemes. Images may be printed or saved. No registration is required. Media Center Service 


Learners created signs for Dewey classifications, and Paula Duncan’s New Model Me students developed character profiles from novels 


with Wordle.  


Prepared by Jane Clary and Karen Hill, James F. Byrnes High School Media Center, Fall 2012 



http://www.animoto.com/

http://animoto.com/education?gclid=CNqMiYWr4rECFYNM4Aod6mMAsg

http://www.capzles.com/

http://office.microsoft.com/en-us/templates/facebook-template-word-TC102239159.aspx

http://www.classtools.net/fb/home/page

http://edu.glogster.com/

http://www.historypin.com/

http://www.easel.ly/

http://visual.ly/

http://pbworks.com/

http://prezi.com/

http://www.studyblue.com/

http://www.wordle.net/
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Poem 
in Your  
Pocket Day
April 26, 2018


Every April, on Poem in Your Pocket Day, 
people celebrate by selecting a poem, carry-
ing it with them, and sharing it with others 
throughout the day at schools, bookstores, 
libraries, parks, workplaces, and on social 
media using the hashtag #pocketpoem. 


Join us in celebrating Poem in Your Pocket 
Day this year!







Poem in Your Pocket Day was initiated in April 2002 by the Office of the 
Mayor, in partnership with the New York City Departments of Cultural 
Affairs and Education, as part of the city’s National Poetry Month 
celebration. 


The Academy of American Poets, which launched National Poetry Month 
in 1996, took Poem in Your Pocket Day to all fifty United States in 2008, 
encouraging individuals across the country to join in and channel their inner 
bard. 


The Academy of American Poets and the League of Canadian Poets, the 
latter of which has organized National Poetry Month in Canada since 1998, 
have teamed up to extend the reach of Poem in Your Pocket Day across 
North America. 


Ideas for Celebrating Poem in Your Pocket Day
The beauty of Poem in Your Pocket Day is its simplicity. Individuals 
and institutions have generated many creative ways to share poems 
on this special day—from having children create handmade pockets to 
tuck their favorite poems into, to handing out poems to commuters at 
transportation hubs, to distributing poem scrolls in hospitals, nursing 
homes, and local businesses. The ideas are endless but here are a few 
to get you started. And, of course, we invite you to share poems on any 
day during National Poetry Month or during the year!


A Guide to Celebrating Poetry in 
Schools, Communities & Businesses







In Your School
•	 If you’re a school principal or administrator, organize a school-


wide Poem in Your Pocket Day giveaway using the following cu-
rated collection of poems. 


•	 Encourage students to choose a poem from our collection, print 
it out, and post it in a designated area, such as the school cafe-
teria, hallways, or the student lounge.


•	 Hold a student reading of the poems they’ve selected.


In Your Classroom
•	 Have your students choose a poem from our collection. Ask 


them to write a letter to a far-away friend or relative detailing 
what they like about the poem and why they think the recipient 
would enjoy it. Send the letters and poems so they arrive on 
Poem in Your Pocket Day.


•	 Ask your students to choose their favorite poem from our col-
lection, choose their favorite lines, and add those lines to a book-
mark they can decorate with drawings. Collect the bookmarks 
and redistribute them, letting each student pick one that’s not 
their own for ongoing use in class.


•	 Ask your students to memorize a poem and share it with the 
class.


•	 Have your students choose a poem to give away. Ask them to 
print out 20 copies of the poem and come up with a creative 
way to distribute it, such as in the form of a folded-paper animal 
or object (see the Appendix for instructions on how to create a 
folded swan), a decorated scroll, a poem tree, or a bookmark.


•	 Devote a class lesson to teaching your students about the hai-
ku, a three-line poem with seventeen syllables, written in a 5/7/5 
syllable count. (See the Appendix for more about the haiku.) Ask 
your students write their own haikus and share them with the 
class by reading them aloud. Have your students decorate a copy 
of their haikus with drawings and stickers, then encourage them 
to give their poems to a family member or friend.


•	 Organize a class trip for students to visit a nursing home or 
community center and to read and share their favorite poems.







In Your Community
•	 Work with your local community officials to get permission to 


hand out poems in transportation hubs, shopping malls, pe-
destrian malls, or other areas where people in our community 
gather. 


•	 Encourage local businesses to participate in Poem in Your Pock-
et Day by offering discounts to customers who bring in a poem, 
by posting poems in their establishments, or by distributing 
poems on bags, cups, or receipts.  


•	 On April 1, write to your local newspaper asking them to publish 
a poem by a local poet on Poem in Your Pocket Day or to syn-
dicate Poem-a-Day, a digital series available for free from the 
Academy of American Poets. (For more information, visit www.
poets.org/poetsorg/poem-day.)


In Your Workplace
•	 Stand outside the entrance of your place of work and distribute 


poems to employees and coworkers as they begin their day.
•	 Organize a lunch for your employees or coworkers to gather and 


share a meal, as well as their favorite poems by reading them 
aloud.


•	 Ask your employer to encourage employees to choose their 
favorite poems and post them around the office.


•	 Place printouts of poems on people’s desk chairs before they 
arrive to work. 


•	 Add a poem or link to a poem to your email signature. In addition 
to the poems in this guide, you’ll find thousands more at Poets.
org. 


•	 Email a poem to employees and coworkers, encouraging them to 
read and share their own favorites throughout the day. 


•	 Jot a favorite line of poetry on the back of your business card 
before distributing them. 


•	 Tape a poem to the watercooler. 


On Social Media
•	 Post poems, links to poems, or photos of poems on Facebook, 


Instagram, Tumblr, or Twitter using the hashtag #pocketpoem. 







Poems to Share by Contemporary  
American Poets


The Red Poppy by Louise Glück 


Remember by Joy Harjo


Here and There by Juan Felipe Herrera


Cotton Candy by Edward Hirsch 


The Weighing by Jane Hirshfield


The Moment by Marie Howe


Lyric by Khaled Mattawa 


Variation on a Theme by W. S. Merwin


Burning the Old Year by Naomi Shihab Nye


The Dogs at Live Oak Beach, Santa Cruz by Alicia Ostriker


Springing by Marie Ponsot


When Giving Is All We Have by Alberto Ríos


The Owl by Arthur Sze


Eleventh Brother by Jean Valentine


Imaginary Morning Glory by C. D. Wright







The great thing


is not having 


a mind. Feelings:


oh, I have those; they 


govern me. I have 


a lord in heaven 


called the sun, and open 


for him, showing him


the fire of my own heart, fire 


like his presence.


What could such glory be


if not a heart? Oh my brothers and sisters, 


were you like me once, long ago, 


before you were human? Did you 


permit yourselves


to open once, who would never 


open again? Because in truth 


I am speaking now 


the way you do. I speak 


because I am shattered.


The Red Poppy
Louise Glück


Poem in Your Pocket Day


From The Wild Iris, published by The Ecco Press, 1992. Copyright © 1992 by Louise Glück. All rights reserved. Used with permission.







Remember the sky that you were born under,


know each of the star’s stories.


Remember the moon, know who she is.


Remember the sun’s birth at dawn, that is the


strongest point of time. Remember sundown


and the giving away to night.


Remember your birth, how your mother struggled


to give you form and breath. You are evidence of


her life, and her mother’s, and hers.


Remember your father. He is your life, also.


Remember the earth whose skin you are:


red earth, black earth, yellow earth, white earth


brown earth, we are earth.


Remember the plants, trees, animal life who all have their


tribes, their families, their histories, too. Talk to them,


listen to them. They are alive poems.


Remember the wind. Remember her voice. She knows the


origin of this universe.


Remember you are all people and all people


are you.


Remember you are this universe and this


universe is you.


Remember all is in motion, is growing, is you.


Remember language comes from this.


Remember the dance language is, that life is.


Remember.


Remember
Joy Harjo


Poem in Your Pocket Day


Copyright © 1983 by Joy Harjo from She Had Some Horses by Joy Harjo. Used by permission of W. W. Norton & Company, Inc.







I sit and meditate—my dog licks her paws


on the red-brown sofa


so many things somehow


it all is reduced to numbers letters figures


without faces or names only jagged lines


across the miles half-shadows


going into shadow-shadow then destruction         the infinite light


here and there            cannot be overcome


it is the first drop of ink


 


Here and There
Juan Felipe Herrera


Poem in Your Pocket Day


Copyright © 2015 by Juan Felipe Herrera. Originally published in Poem-a-Day on April 14, 2015, by the Academy of American Poets.







We walked on the bridge over the Chicago River


for what turned out to be the last time,


and I ate cotton candy, that sugary air,


that sweet blue light spun out of nothingness.


It was just a moment, really, nothing more,


but I remember marveling at the sturdy cables


of the bridge that held us up


and threading my fingers through the long


and slender fingers of my grandfather,


an old man from the Old World


who long ago disappeared into the nether regions.


And I remember that eight-year-old boy


who had tasted the sweetness of air,


which still clings to my mouth


and disappears when I breathe.


Cotton Candy
Edward Hirsch


Poem in Your Pocket Day


From The Living Fire: New and Selected Poems (Alfred A. Knopf, 2010) by Edward Hirsch. Copyright © 2010 by Edward Hirsch. Used with 
permission of the author. 







The heart’s reasons


seen clearly,


even the hardest


will carry


its whip-marks and sadness


and must be forgiven.


As the drought-starved


eland forgives


the drought-starved lion


who finally takes her,


enters willingly then


the life she cannot refuse,


and is lion, is fed,


and does not remember the other.


So few grains of happiness


measured against all the dark


and still the scales balance.


The world asks of us


only the strength we have and we give it.


Then it asks more, and we give it.


The Weighing
Jane Hirshfield


Poem in Your Pocket Day


From The October Palace (Harper Perennial, 1994) by Jane Hirshfield. Copyright © 1994 by Jane Hirshfield. Used with permission 
of the author.







Oh, the coming-out-of-nowhere moment


when,     nothing


happens


no what-have-I-to-do-today list


maybe     half a moment


the rush of traffic stops.


The whir of I should be, I should be, I should be


slows to silence,


the white cotton curtains hanging still.


The Moment
Marie Howe


Poem in Your Pocket Day


Copyright © 2011 Marie Howe. Used with permission by the author.







Will answers be found


like seeds


planted among rows of song?


Will mouths recognize


the hunger


in their voices, all mouths in unison,


the ah in harmony, the way words


of hope are more


than truth when whispered?


Will we turn to each other and ask,


how long


has it been...how long since?


A world now, a world then


and each


is seeking a foothold, trying


to remember when we looked


at one another


and found—A world again—Surely


what we long for is at the wheel 


contending.


Surely, we’ll soon hear 


its unearthly groan.


Lyric
Khaled Mattawa


Poem in Your Pocket Day


From Tocqueville by Khaled Mattawa, published by New Issues Poetry & Prose. Copyright © 2010 Khaled Mattawa. Used with permission 
of New Issues Poetry & Prose.







Thank you my life long afternoon


late in this spring that has no age


my window above the river


for the woman you led me to


when it was time at last the words


coming to me out of mid-air


that carried me through the clear day


and come even now to find me


for old friends and echoes of them


those mistakes only I could make


homesickness that guides the plovers


from somewhere they had loved before


they knew they loved it to somewhere


they had loved before they saw it


thank you good body hand and eye


and the places and moments known


only to me revisiting


once more complete just as they are


and the morning stars I have seen


and the dogs who are guiding me


Variation on a Theme
W. S. Merwin


Poem in Your Pocket Day


From Collected Poems 1996–2011 by W. S. Merwin. Copyright  © 2013 by W. S. Merwin. Reprinted by permission of The Library of America. 







Letters swallow themselves in seconds.   


Notes friends tied to the doorknob,   


transparent scarlet paper,


sizzle like moth wings,


marry the air.


So much of any year is flammable,   


lists of vegetables, partial poems.   


Orange swirling flame of days,   


so little is a stone.


Where there was something and suddenly isn’t,   


an absence shouts, celebrates, leaves a space.   


I begin again with the smallest numbers.


Quick dance, shuffle of losses and leaves,   


only the things I didn’t do   


crackle after the blazing dies.


Burning the Old Year
Naomi Shihab Nye


Poem in Your Pocket Day


From Words Under the Words: Selected Poems. Copyright © 1995 by Naomi Shihab Nye. Reprinted with the permission of the author.







As if there could be a world


Of absolute innocence


In which we forget ourselves


The owners throw sticks


And half-bald tennis balls


Toward the surf


And the happy dogs leap after them


As if catapulted—


Black dogs, tan dogs,


Tubes of glorious muscle—


Pursuing pleasure


More than obedience


They race, skid to a halt in the wet sand,


Sometimes they’ll plunge straight into


The foaming breakers


Like diving birds, letting the green turbulence


Toss them, until they snap and sink


Teeth into floating wood


Then bound back to their owners


Shining wet, with passionate speed


For nothing,


For absolutely nothing but joy.


The Dogs at Live Oak Beach, 
Santa Cruz
Alicia Ostriker


Poem in Your Pocket Day


Copyright © 1998 by Alicia Ostriker. Used with permission of the author.







In a skiff on a sunrisen lake we are watchers.


Swimming aimlessly is luxury just as walking 


loudly up a shallow stream is.


As we lean over the deep well, we whisper.


Friends at hearths are drawn to the one warm air; 


strangers meet on beaches drawn to the one wet sea.


What wd it be to be water, one body of water 


(what water is is another mystery) (We are 


water divided.) It wd be a self without walls, 


with surface tension, specific gravity a local


exchange between bedrock and cloud of falling and rising, 


rising to fall, falling to rise.


(1962)


Springing
Marie Ponsot


Poem in Your Pocket Day


Excerpted from Springing by Marie Ponsot. Copyright © 2002 by Marie Ponsot. Excerpted by permission of Knopf, a division of Random 
House, Inc. All rights reserved. No part of this excerpt may be reproduced without permission in writing from the publisher.







We give because someone gave to us.


We give because nobody gave to us.


We give because giving has changed us.


We give because giving could have changed us.


We have been better for it,


We have been wounded by it—


Giving has many faces: It is loud and quiet,


Big, though small, diamond in wood-nails.


Its story is old, the plot worn and the pages too,


But we read this book, anyway, over and again:


Giving is, first and every time, hand to hand,


Mine to yours, yours to mine.


You gave me blue and I gave you yellow.


Together we are simple green. You gave me


What you did not have, and I gave you


What I had to give—together, we made


Something greater from the difference.


When Giving Is All We Have
Alberto Ríos


Poem in Your Pocket Day


One river gives
Its journey to the next.


Copyright © 2014 by Alberto Ríos. Used with permission of the author.







The path was purple in the dusk.


I saw an owl, perched,


on a branch.


 


And when the owl stirred, a fine dust


fell from its wings. I was


silent then. And felt


 


the owl quaver. And at dawn, waking,


the path was green in the 


May light. 


The Owl
Arthur Sze


Poem in Your Pocket Day


From The Redshifting Web: Poems 1970–1998.  Copyright © 1998 by Arthur Sze. Used by permission of The Permissions Company, Inc., on 
behalf of Copper Canyon Press. 







Rone arm still a swan’s wing


The worst had happened before: love—before


I knew it was mine—


turned into a wild


swan      and flew


across the rough water


Outsider      seedword


until I die


I will be open to you as an egg


speechless red.


Eleventh Brother
Jean Valentine


Poem in Your Pocket Day


From Door in the Mountain. Copyright © 2004 by Jean Valentine. Reprinted with permission of Wesleyan University Press.







Whether or not the water was freezing. The body


would break its sheathe. Without layer on layer


of feather and air to insulate the loving belly.


A cloudy film surrounding the point of entry. If blue


were not blue how could love be love. But if the body


were made of rings. A loose halo would emerge


in the telluric light. If anyone were entrusted to verify


this rare occurrence. As the petal starts to


dwindle and curl unto itself. And only then. Love,


blue. Hallucinogenic blue, love.


Imaginary Morning Glory
C. D. Wright


Poem in Your Pocket Day


Copyright © by C. D. Wright. Used with the permission of the author.
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In school, I hated poetry—those skinny,


Malnourished poems that professors love;


The bad grammar and dirty words that catch


In the mouth like fishhooks, tear holes in speech.


Pablo, your words are rain I run through,


Grass I sleep in.


To Pablo
George Elliott Clarke


Poem in Your Pocket Day


© Gaspereau Press Ltd, from Whylah Falls







It would have paws, not feet, 


four of them to sink into the moss


when humans blunder up the path.


Or hooves, small ones,


leaving half-moons in the sand.


Something to make you stop


    and wonder


what kind of animal this is,


where it came from, where it’s going.


It draws nearest when you are most alone. 


You lay red plums on your blanket,


a glass of cool cider, two sugar cubes,


knowing it is tame and wild—


 the perfect animal—


knowing it will stop for nothing


as it walks


              with its four new legs


right off the page.


If a Poem Could Walk
Lorna Crozier


Poem in Your Pocket Day


From The Blue Hour of the Day: Selected Poems, McClelland and Stewart 







I don’t get poetry either. Mostly I get cavities,


ad mail. Once, I got eleven hundred dollars


in small change from my father for Christmas.


He said, you’ve got to work for your money—


meaning you’ve got to haul it through six feet 


of snow to the bank, good luck, here’s a bag.  


My father is more like a poem than most poems 


are. He once tucked a living loon into his coat 


and brought it home to amuse my mother who 


loves birds, especially surprised-sounding birds, 


especially owls. My nostalgia receptors zigzag 


wildly through me when I think of my father 


pushing his metal detector across all the parks, 


school yards, and riverbanks of this great nation,  


waving it back and forth—like some sort of 


yaywho, my mother would say—until it beeps


solemnly above a nickel. With a butterknife


he cuts such slender metaphors from the earth.


Another Poem About  
 My Father
Kayla Czaga


Poem in Your Pocket Day


Reprinted with permission.







we had snow horses and we had saw horses—both melted 


we had stuffed horses and we had stick horses—they decayed


we had skid horses and we had mules—both became obsolete


we rode saddle horses and some of us rode broncs


there were horses in our eyes but more in our heads


we had stories and bet on horses, and sometimes they became one


we had many horses but never owned one


we had bold horses and we had silent ones


we had hunters, saddle and pack horses


we rode small, swift buffalo runners


and drove lumbering Belgian skid horses


we had many horses but never owned one


we rode horses and they raised us


 


rich in horses
Marilyn Dumont


Poem in Your Pocket Day
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The incline to our streets was first invented


as an easy way to feed the ocean tethered 


to the end of them. We’d roll down bottles


of caught breath of our gifted sermons.


We’d drag skeins of dreams talk. Little hoofed


arguments. The ocean was a beast left in our care


and it was in our best interest to keep it fed.  


This is how we thought back then. For awhile


it was renamed Dragon and men would spear its sides


and endure its wrath to get to the swimming jewels


beneath it. We often ate those jewels,


cooking their slender bodies over our fires.


Back then, we didn’t know a great deal


about dragons and how, when provoked,


they’d stand and flap their gigantic wings.


This is how we first learned of storms. The fish


in our cooking pots would swim hard then,


the lash of their home coming down for them


through our roofs.


Five
Sue Goyette
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Pack light, walk tall. You’ll need courage to take this road.


The maple bows to you, scattering her leaves upon this road. 


A flap of cardinal feathers, the night-dipped wing of a raven!


Turn your head, there’s more to see than the end of this road. 


Have you dropped enough crumbs to trace your heart back home?


Home is in every step you take, home is every rock on this road.


When you arrive, reach into your pocket and pull out that rock. 


Leave it behind— someone else will find home on this road.


The Road Ghazal
Sheniz Janmohamed


Poem in Your Pocket Day


© Sheniz Janmohamed







The moon has gone over the hill and now


still lustres faintly in the trees


before she sinks in cloud banks, marsh,


the flattened sea, the pale shine of the beach


which, with no moon at all, is white.


 


It seems


a chalkboard in a school


on which the flung-up drift-weed


scrawls letters not one of us could read,


twined, twinned with logs and dory rope.


 


The soft foam nuzzles at my feet.


The night air’s cold. No birds


wheel out about there in the sky.


Now all of us (our mentor, moon)


withdraw, go under covers, go to bed.


Mentor Moon
M. Travis Lane


Poem in Your Pocket Day


From Crossover, Cormorant Press, 2015







Magpie as neighbour. You’ve moved in,


hold your raucous parties, shout at the kids,


fix up your house—a slipshod, DIY


endeavour that always seems half-done. Twigs


strewn all around the yard.


We complain that you’ve forced out


the elegant kingbird couple


and that lovely warbler family who used


to ornament the neighbourhood,


 forgetting it wasn’t you


who moved in first, altered the architecture


of poplar, hazelnut and reed-rimmed slough,


wild rose, stonecrop, berry bush.


 We ignore the fact 


that you’re the only ones prepared to cope with us— 


to live off garbage bins out back,


plant your nests where predatory cars 


go prowling by, and square up to the cat.


There Goes the 
 Neighborhood
Alice Major


Poem in Your Pocket Day
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What is buried may eventually rise:


the delicious life, lost treasures with black shells,


amber whites and pungent cheese-like yolks,


living proof that a sleeping beauty


lives after having slept so long.


The emperors of ancient China


believed in everlasting life,


that if buried with their household cast


would rise and restart their reigns on cue.


In a dream of a winter morning a thousand years away,


my daughter wakes with half the day


consumed by teenage sleep.


She has probably grown in the night—


taller and more beautiful than yesterday,


and with her disshevelled hair,


red and radiant in the midday sun,


she passes before our kitchen window


translucent as amber when light shines through.


The Thousand-Year Egg
Bruce Meyer


Poem in Your Pocket Day
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My debts are my blessings, so I stay home


to count what I haven’t, and add no more.


The pots above the stove hang and ring


their slight touches as I enter the room.


Here are the facts of you alone, they sing.


The kitchen table is an accountant’s desk.


Sit down without a plate, it says, among


the strewn toys and echoed noise of small wrecks.


Calculate not what’s owed and owned,


but what’s outstanding, and who that’s for.


Owed
George Murray


Poem in Your Pocket Day


From Whiteout (ECW Press, 2012), used with permission of author







Ferry the locals from Kottayam to the church on Sunday.


Fetch the elephants.


Take the bus ride to Kumali,


come to the southwest corner


and the tea plantations, seven degrees south, overlooking


the ocean’s scrim.


Mussels on request, unlimited rations of supplicants and sand.


$45 a day for two.


Albino dolphins and leopard-skin patches pad the beach.


All hats are cool.


Now you can forget how you got here.


Negotiate the sunset.


Nets in waiting above the sea.


Go to Giddyfly.


North of Cochin
Antony di Nardo


Poem in Your Pocket Day


From Roaming Charges, Brick Books, 2015.







Voyageurs all of us. Riding the day


long shimmer of waves 


reflecting window storefronts. 


Circuitous routes 


catching us in their current. 


Shooting the Rideau Street rapids.  


Funneled along MacKenzie King.


Dashing to a swift stop at Lincoln Fields, 


Pinecrest or Bayshore eddy.


Voyageurs all of us, pulling together,


soon to lay our paddles down, 


weary and destined 


for dinner.


Paddling the Bus
Armand Garnet Ruffo


Poem in Your Pocket Day


© Armand Garnet Ruffo







That summer we hiked past the rip-rapped roads


 stayed high up on trails,


 logged to the water line, 


 covered in young hemlock,


 red alder.


—That’s how you find the river


—Line by line, the alder or follow the trail 


 To young Douglas Firs, tree farmed,


close to power lines, radio towers visible, 


western Hemlocks, also planted. 


coastal streams built over, where coho once, pink once, chinook, 


chum, salmon, steelhead—


Once upon a time, we were together.


Before Is Also a Place:  
 To the Eve River
Renée Sarojini Saklikar


Poem in Your Pocket Day


A version of this poem forthcoming in Thot-J-Bap, Nous-Zot Press, 2016







dearest,


every time I say “hello”


my words claw at my lips


biting into the sides of my cheeks


because what I wanted to say was


there are cobwebs in my wrists


my mouth tastes like stale rose petals


I have been trying to bloom in winter sunlight


but instead I prise my teeth apart once more


to ask how you’ve been


and make crescent moons in my palms


swallow the love letters in my throat


somebody told me that a part of me was once a supernova exploding


and I wonder if my skin reaching for yours is just a star


piecing itself together.


i would call this a love 
 letter but i’m not 
 wordsworth and there 
 aren’t enough flowers 
Zainab Syed


Poem in Your Pocket Day


Winning poem, 2014 Jessamy Stursberg Contest for Canadian Youth, Senior category







The first memory I recall


is watching this barn rise


into a sky where nothing stood,


the nothing there said, “Bye.”


What if endless fires raged


and swept the barns away?


Where would we keep our tools and toil?


Where would the critters stray?


The first memory I recall


is of our dog chasing a fox.


My father raised his rifle, aimed.


Guess which one he shot.


Ode to a Barn
Daniel Scott Tysdal
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The night is darkening round me, 


The wild winds coldly blow; 


But a tyrant spell has bound me 


And I cannot, cannot go. 


 


The giant trees are bending 


Their bare boughs weighed with snow. 


And the storm is fast descending, 


And yet I cannot go. 


 


Clouds beyond clouds above me, 


Wastes beyond wastes below; 


But nothing drear can move me; 


I will not, cannot go. 


 


 


 


 


 


 


               


Spellbound
Emily Brontë 
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Whirl up, sea— 


Whirl your pointed pines.   


Splash your great pines   


On our rocks.   


Hurl your green over us— 


Cover us with your pools of fir. 


  


Oread
H. D. 
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Wild Nights — Wild Nights! 


Were I with thee 


Wild Nights should be 


Our luxury! 


 


Futile — the winds — 


To a heart in port — 


Done with the compass — 


Done with the chart! 


 


Rowing in Eden — 


Ah, the sea! 


Might I moor — Tonight — 


In thee!  


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


           


Wild Nights—Wild Nights!
Emliy Dickinson
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Batter my heart, three-personed God, for you 


As yet but knock, breathe, shine, and seek to mend; 


That I may rise, and stand, o’erthrow me, and bend 


Your force to break, blow, burn, and make me new. 


I, like an usurped town, to another due, 


Labour to admit you, but Oh, to no end. 


Reason, your viceroy in me, me should defend, 


But is captived, and proves weak or untrue. 


Yet dearly I love you, and would be loved fain, 


But am betrothed unto your enemy: 


Divorce me, untie or break that knot again, 


Take me to you, imprison me, for I, 


Except you enthrall me, never shall be free, 


Nor ever chaste, except you ravish me. 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


           


Holy Sonnet 14
John Donne
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              The oriole sings in the greening grove 


                          As if he were half-way waiting, 


                          The rosebuds peep from their hoods of green, 


                          Timid and hesitating. 


The rain comes down in a torrent sweep 


             And the nights smell warm and piney, 


The garden thrives, but the tender shoots 


             Are yellow-green and tiny. 


Then a flash of sun on a waiting hill,  


             Streams laugh that erst were quiet, 


The sky smiles down with a dazzling blue 


             And the woods run mad with riot. 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


  


Summer in the South
Paul Laurence Dunbar 


Poem in Your Pocket Day


This poem is in the public domain. For more poems visit poets.org







I found a dimpled spider, fat and white, 


On a white heal-all, holding up a moth 


Like a white piece of rigid satin cloth— 


Assorted characters of death and blight 


Mixed ready to begin the morning right, 


Like the ingredients of a witches’ broth— 


A snow-drop spider, a flower like a froth, 


And dead wings carried like a paper kite. 


 


What had that flower to do with being white, 


The wayside blue and innocent heal-all? 


What brought the kindred spider to that height, 


Then steered the white moth thither in the night? 


What but design of darkness to appall?— 


If design govern in a thing so small. 


 


 


  


Design
Robert Frost 


Poem in Your Pocket Day


This poem is in the public domain. For more poems visit poets.org







Bright star! would I were steadfast as thou art— 


   Not in lone splendour hung aloft the night, 


And watching, with eternal lids apart, 


   Like Nature’s patient sleepless Eremite, 


The moving waters at their priestlike task 


   Of pure ablution round earth’s human shores, 


Or gazing on the new soft fallen mask 


   Of snow upon the mountains and the moors— 


No—yet still steadfast, still unchangeable, 


   Pillow’d upon my fair love’s ripening breast, 


To feel for ever its soft fall and swell, 


   Awake for ever in a sweet unrest, 


Still, still to hear her tender-taken breath, 


And so live ever—or else swoon to death. 


 


 


                 


 


 


 


 


 


 


Bright Star
John Keats 


Poem in Your Pocket Day


This poem is in the public domain. For more poems visit poets.org







Bananas ripe and green, and ginger root 


     Cocoa in pods and alligator pears, 


And tangerines and mangoes and grape fruit, 


     Fit for the highest prize at parish fairs, 


 


Sat in the window, bringing memories 


     of fruit-trees laden by low-singing rills, 


And dewy dawns, and mystical skies 


     In benediction over nun-like hills. 


 


My eyes grow dim, and I could no more gaze; 


     A wave of longing through my body swept, 


And, hungry for the old, familiar ways 


     I turned aside and bowed my head and wept. 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


The Tropics of New York
Claude McKay 


Poem in Your Pocket Day


This poem is in the public domain. For more poems visit poets.org







I will be the gladdest thing   


    Under the sun!   


I will touch a hundred flowers   


    And not pick one.   


   


I will look at cliffs and clouds 


    With quiet eyes,   


Watch the wind bow down the grass,   


    And the grass rise.   


   


And when lights begin to show   


    Up from the town, 


I will mark which must be mine,   


    And then start down! 


 


  


Afternoon on a Hill
Edna St. Vincent Millay


Poem in Your Pocket Day


This poem is in the public domain. For more poems visit poets.org







What passing-bells for these who die as cattle?  


Only the monstrous anger of the guns.  


Only the stuttering rifles’ rapid rattle  


Can patter out their hasty orisons.  


No mockeries now for them; no prayers nor bells;  


Nor any voice of mourning save the choirs,  


The shrill, demented choirs of wailing shells;  


And bugles calling for them from sad shires.  


What candles may be held to speed them all?  


Not in the hands of boys, but in their eyes  


Shall shine the holy glimmers of good-byes.  


The pallor of girls’ brows shall be their pall;  


Their flowers the tenderness of patient minds,  


And each slow dusk a drawing-down of blinds.  


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


  


Anthem for Doomed 
 Youth
Wilfred Owen 


Poem in Your Pocket Day


This poem is in the public domain. For more poems visit poets.org







Shall I compare thee to a summer’s day? 


Thou art more lovely and more temperate. 


Rough winds do shake the darling buds of May, 


And summer’s lease hath all too short a date. 


Sometime too hot the eye of heaven shines, 


And often is his gold complexion dimmed; 


And every fair from fair sometime declines, 


By chance, or nature’s changing course, untrimmed; 


But thy eternal summer shall not fade, 


Nor lose possession of that fair thou ow’st, 


Nor shall death brag thou wand’rest in his shade, 


When in eternal lines to Time thou grow’st. 


     So long as men can breathe, or eyes can see, 


     So long lives this, and this gives life to thee. 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


Sonnet 18
William Shakespeare 


Poem in Your Pocket Day


This poem is in the public domain. For more poems visit poets.org







Thunder blossoms gorgeously above our heads, 


Great, hollow, bell-like flowers, 


Rumbling in the wind, 


Stretching clappers to strike our ears . . . 


Full-lipped flowers 


Bitten by the sun 


Bleeding rain 


Dripping rain like golden honey— 


And the sweet earth flying from the thunder. 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


  


Storm Ending
Jean Toomer 


Poem in Your Pocket Day


This poem is in the public domain. For more poems visit poets.org







I Celebrate myself, and sing myself, 


And what I assume you shall assume, 


For every atom belonging to me as good belongs to you. 


 


I loafe and invite my soul, 


I lean and loafe at my ease observing a spear of summer grass. 


 


My tongue, every atom of my blood, form’d from this soil, 


 this air, 


Born here of parents born here from parents the same, and  


 their parents the same, 


I, now thirty-seven years old in perfect health begin, 


Hoping to cease not till death. 


 


Creeds and schools in abeyance, 


Retiring back a while sufficed at what they are, but never 


 forgotten, 


I harbor for good or bad, I permit to speak at every hazard, 


Nature without check with original energy. 


 


 


 


Song of Myself, I
Walt Whitman 


Poem in Your Pocket Day


This poem is in the public domain. For more poems visit poets.org







A slumber did my spirit seal; 


   I had no human fears: 


She seemed a thing that could not feel 


   The touch of earthly years. 


 


No motion has she now, no force; 


   She neither hears nor sees; 


Rolled round in earth’s diurnal course, 


   With rocks, and stones, and trees. 


 


 


 


 


  


A Slumber Did My  
 Spirit Seal
William Wordsworth 


Poem in Your Pocket Day


This poem is in the public domain. For more poems visit poets.org







I will arise and go now, and go to Innisfree, 


And a small cabin build there, of clay and wattles made: 


Nine bean-rows will I have there, a hive for the honey-bee; 


And live alone in the bee-loud glade. 


 


And I shall have some peace there, for peace comes dropping slow, 


Dropping from the veils of the morning to where the cricket sings; 


There midnight’s all a glimmer, and noon a purple glow, 


And evening full of the linnet’s wings. 


 


I will arise and go now, for always night and day 


I hear lake water lapping with low sounds by the shore; 


While I stand on the roadway, or on the pavements grey, 


I hear it in the deep heart’s core. 


 


 


 


The Lake Isle of Innisfree
W. B. Yeats


Poem in Your Pocket Day


This poem is in the public domain. For more poems visit poets.org







Haiku


A traditional Japanese haiku is a three-line poem with 
seventeen syllables, written in a 5/7/5 syllable count. Often 
focusing on images from nature, haiku emphasizes simplici-
ty, intensity, and directness of expression.


Haiku began in thirteenth-century Japan as the opening 
phrase of renga, an oral poem, generally 100 stanzas long, 
which was also composed syllabically. The much shorter 
haiku broke away from renga in the sixteenth-century, and 
was mastered a century later by Matsuo Basho, who wrote 
this classic haiku:
     
     An old pond!
     A frog jumps in—
     the sound of water.


Haiku was traditionally written in the present tense and fo-
cused on associations between images. There was a pause 
at the end of the first or second line, and a “season word,” 
or kigo, specified the time of year.


As the form has evolved, many of these rules—including 
the 5/7/5 practice—have been routinely broken. However, 
the philosophy of haiku has been preserved: the focus on a 
brief moment in time; a use of provocative, colorful images; 
an ability to be read in one breath; and a sense of sudden 
enlightenment and illumination.


 


To read more examples 
of poems written in the 
haiku form, visit  
www.poets.org/haiku.


To read about other 
poetic forms, such as the 
acrostic, the cinquain, 
and the sonnet, visit 
www.poets.org.


Appendix







How to Create a Folded Swan







Diagram by Andrew Hudson, Public  
Diagram Project. Used with permission 
of the Creative Commons Attribution 
3.0 United States License. 







Other Resources


Poem-a-Day 
Poem-a-Day is the original and only daily digital poetry series featuring over 200 new, 
previously unpublished poems by today’s talented poets each year. On weekdays, poems 
are accompanied by exclusive commentary by the poets. The series highlights classic 
poems on weekends. Launched in 2006, Poem-a-Day is now distributed via email, web, 
and social media to 350,000+ readers free of charge and is available for syndication. 
For more information, visit www.poets.org/poetsorg/poem-day.


Teach This Poem
Inspired by the success of our popular syndicated series Poem-a-Day, we’re pleased 
to announce the launch of Teach This Poem. Produced for K-12 educators, Teach This 
Poem features one poem a week from our online poetry collection, accompanied by 
interdisciplinary resources and activities designed to help teachers quickly and easily 
bring poetry into the classroom. The series is curated by our Educator in Residence,  
Dr. Madeleine Fuchs Holzer, and is available for free via email. For more information, 
visit www.poets.org/poetsorg/teach-poem.


Poetry Lesson Plans
The Academy of American Poets presents lesson plans, most of which align with Com-
mon Core State Standards, and all of which have been reviewed by our Educator in 
Residence with an eye toward developing skills of perception and imagination. We hope 
they will inspire the educators in our community to bring even more poems into your 
classrooms! For more information, visit www.poets.org/poetsorg/lesson-plans.


National Poetry Month
National Poetry Month is the largest literary celebration in the world, with tens of mil-
lions of readers, students, K-12 teachers, librarians, booksellers, literary events cura-
tors, publishers, bloggers, and, of course, poets marking poetry’s important place in 
our culture and our lives. 


While we celebrate poets and poetry year-round, the Academy of American Poets was 
inspired by the successful celebrations of Black History Month (February) and Women’s 
History Month (March), and founded National Poetry Month in April 1996 with an aim to:


•	 highlight the extraordinary legacy and ongoing achievement of American poets,
•	 encourage the reading of poems,
•	 assist teachers in bringing poetry into their classrooms,
•	 increase the attention paid to poetry by national and local media,
•	 encourage increased publication and distribution of poetry books, and 
•	 encourage support for poets and poetry.


For more information, visit www.poets.org/npm.



www.poets.org/npm





The Academy of American Poets
The Academy of American Poets is the largest membership-based nonprofit 
organization fostering an appreciation for contemporary poetry and supporting 
American poets. For over three generations, the organization has connected mil-
lions of people to great poetry through programs such as National Poetry Month, 
the largest literary celebration in the world; Poets.org, one of the leading poet-
ry sites online; American Poets, a biannual magazine; an annual series of poetry 
readings and special events; and its education programs. 


The League of Canadian Poets
The League of Canadian Poets is the professional organization for established 
and emerging Canadian poets. Founded in 1966 to nurture the advancement of 
poetry in Canada, and the promotion of the interests of poets, it now comprises 
over 700 members. The League serves the poetry community and promotes a 
high level of professional achievement through events, networking, projects, pub-
lications, mentoring and awards. It administers programs and funds for govern-
ments and private donors and encourages an appreciative readership and audi-
ence for poetry through educational partnerships and presentations to diverse 
groups. As the recognized voice of Canadian poets, it represents their concerns 
to governments, publishers, and society at large, and maintains connections with 
similar organizations at home and abroad. The League strives to promote equal 
opportunities for poets from every literary tradition and cultural and demo-
graphic background.
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 Elementary English Language Arts 
   Spring into Poetry April 2018   

Suggested Websites with Additional Resources: 

https://www.poets.org/national-poetry-month/home 
http://www.readingrockets.org/calendar/poetry 
http://www.readwritethink.org/classroom-resources/calendar-activities/april-national-poetry-month-20478.html 
http://www.readingrockets.org/article/top-10-resources-poetry 
https://www.teachingbooks.net/tb.cgi?getaylf=0&alt=0&boolean=AND&keyword_type1=title&searchbox_level=0.22&go=1&homepage_search=1&keywords1=poet
ry 
https://www.scholastic.com/teachers/articles/2017/poetry-printables/ 

Social Media:

Share your photos and feedback about your National Poetry Month celebrations with the Academy of American Poets by 
emailing npm@poets.org. follow/tweet: @POETSorg. 

Tag: 
@mdcps_ela 
@miamisup 
@miamicao 
@mdcpsAcademics 

Hashtags: 
#SpringintoPoetry 
#WeGotPoetry 
#MDCPSpoemsareus 
#MDCPSPoeminYourPocket 
#Poetree 
#PoetryDigitalLiteracy 

M-DCPS, Office of Academics and Transformation, Division of Academics, Elementary ELA, 2017-2018

https://www.poets.org/national-poetry-month/home
http://www.readingrockets.org/calendar/poetry
http://www.readwritethink.org/classroom-resources/calendar-activities/april-national-poetry-month-20478.html
http://www.readingrockets.org/article/top-10-resources-poetry
https://www.teachingbooks.net/tb.cgi?getaylf=0&alt=0&boolean=AND&keyword_type1=title&searchbox_level=0.22&go=1&homepage_search=1&keywords1=poetry
https://www.teachingbooks.net/tb.cgi?getaylf=0&alt=0&boolean=AND&keyword_type1=title&searchbox_level=0.22&go=1&homepage_search=1&keywords1=poetry
https://www.scholastic.com/teachers/articles/2017/poetry-printables/
https://portal-mail.dadeschools.net/owa/redir.aspx?C=DbBV-S7_gUvZoNCCGJFSu48rFu5SqZ2yCASlmeoyFgLebUZQQnnVCA..&URL=mailto%3anpm%40poets.org




Not Another Powerpoint! : Ten Creative Presentation Tools to Try 
 


 
Animoto – www.animoto.com 
Anyone can feel like a producer by creating free 30 second videos with text, pictures, and music. Media center service learners have 
developed book trailers, and Susan Cooper’s study skills students have created advertisements for selected careers. Free Animoto for 
Educators: Apply here  
http://animoto.com/education?gclid=CNqMiYWr4rECFYNM4Aod6mMAsg  
 
Capzles - http://www.capzles.com/# 
Capzles is a multimedia tool for creating timelines with images, descriptions, backgrounds and music selections. Teachers may create a 
group log in for collaborative projects. 
 
Facebook Templates – WORD: http://office.microsoft.com/en-us/templates/facebook-template-word-TC102239159.aspx; Search for 
various templates using powerpoint or explore Fakebook at http://www.classtools.net/fb/home/page. Ask students to create facebook 
profiles for chemical elements, Civil War leaders, notable figures in your content area, or characters in literary works. 
 
Glogster - http://edu.glogster.com/  


This online poster-making tool works for all content areas. Service learners have created Elements of the Novel posters, and modern 


language teachers ask students to teach others about countries through Glogster. Teachers may have 50 student accounts for $29.95 per 


year, but students can register free with any teacher code.  


Historypin - http://www.historypin.com/  


An online photo album for the world, this tool links pictures, stories and memories. Users may explore collections or tours or create their 


own. English and social studies teachers may collaborate for students to map their history and that of their local communities. Users must 


have a Google account. 


 
Infographics - Easel.ly - http://www.easel.ly/  
Another infographics tool, Easel.ly allows users to create and share visual ideas online by selecting a “vheme” template or creating one, 
drag objects, edit the canvas, and share with others.  
Visual.ly – http://visual.ly/  


Infographics tools allow people to create visual representations of information or knowledge so that it is easily understood. Show teachers 


how to explore topics and demonstrate an example. 


 


Pbworks -  http://pbworks.com 


Online collaboration workspaces like pbworks, wikispaces, wet paint, etc. allow groups to share knowledge and achieve common goals. In 


this example, service learners created career pages with a common bibliography and commented on each other’s work. Social studies 


teacher Lance Hansen assigns senior budget portfolios in pbworks. Teachers create student accounts and passwords up front. 


 


Prezi – http://prezi.com  


This presentation tool has a zoomable canvas that shows connections between ideas. Slideshare, Jux, Popplet, and Jing are other 


alternatives. 


 


StudyBlue - http://www.studyblue.com/ 


StudyBlue enables students to study millions of flash cards and online quizzes or create them. Available in mobile formats as well. Class 


codes are available. Springnote and Evernote offer similar features.  


 


Wordle - http://www.wordle.net/ 


Wordle generates “word clouds” from text that you type or paste. Words that appear repeatedly are given emphasis. Creators may 


experiment with fonts, layouts, and color schemes. Images may be printed or saved. No registration is required. Media Center Service 


Learners created signs for Dewey classifications, and Paula Duncan’s New Model Me students developed character profiles from novels 


with Wordle.  


Prepared by Jane Clary and Karen Hill, James F. Byrnes High School Media Center, Fall 2012 
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E is for Eiffel Tower 
 


Timeline 
 
 
 
 


Create a timeline using at least 10 key events in the history of France. Use the book E is for Eiffel Tower to gather 
these events. Label the year in which it took place along with the event that occurred.  


 


1909 Eiffel Tower was saved from being 
dismantled.  







 
E is for Eiffel Tower 


 
Story Problems 


 
After you have read E is for Eiffel Tower, solve the story problems about the Eiffel Tower. Use the free space to 
show all of your work. 
 


 
1. If there are 1,665 stairs to the top of the Eiffel Tower, but only 704 are accessible to visitors, how many are 


not accessible to visitors?  
 


 
 
__________________________________ 
 


2. Every seven years the Eiffel tower is painted. It takes 50 tons of paint every time it is painted. How much 
paint is used in 35 years?  


 
 
 
__________________________________ 
 


3. The height of the Eiffel tower, not including the radio tower, is 986 feet. With the radio tower, it is 1,052 feet 
high. How tall is the radio tower?  


 
 
 
__________________________________ 
 


4. The foundation of the Eiffel tower was started in January 1887 and took five months to complete. What 
month was the foundation completed?  


 
 
__________________________________ 
 


5. The Eiffel Tower was built in 1889 to celebrate the 100th anniversary of the French Revolution. What year 
did the French Revolution begin? 


 
 
 
__________________________________ 
 


6. The Eiffel Tower was considered by many to be an eyesore. It was nearly demolished in 1909. How many 
years ago was that? 


 
 
 
__________________________________ 
 







E is for Eiffel Tower 
 


Design an Outfit 
 


Many fashion designers began their careers in France. Read about a few of them in E is for Eiffel Tower.  Design an 
outfit including accessories. You can either design an outfit for a male or a female. Below your design, you must 
write a short paragraph explaining what age group you would market it to, and where you would sell your product. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________







E is for Eiffel Tower 
 


Sharing Words 
 
 
 
 
 
 


There are many languages that borrow and share words. Below is a list of words you may hear every day that 
originated from the French language.  Use a dictionary to define each of the words below that the English language 
has borrowed from the French language. 
 
 


1. Suite ________________________________________________________________________________ 
 


2. Cliché _______________________________________________________________________________ 
 


3. Décor _______________________________________________________________________________ 
 


4. Clique _______________________________________________________________________________ 
 


5. Foyer ________________________________________________________________________________ 
 


6. Chef ________________________________________________________________________________ 
 


7. Crochet ______________________________________________________________________________ 
 


8. Pastel________________________________________________________________________________ 
 


9. Corsage ______________________________________________________________________________ 
 


10. Sauté________________________________________________________________________________ 
 


11. Beret________________________________________________________________________________ 
 


12. Critique______________________________________________________________________________ 
 


13. Ballet________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
14. Café_________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 







E is for Eiffel Tower 
 


Fact or Fiction? 
 
Read the book E is for Eiffel Tower to determine if the following statements are fact or fiction. If they are fiction, 
rewrite the statement so that it is true. If it is a fact, write “fact” on the line provided. 
 
 


1. Les Miserables tells a tale of a man named Victor Hugo, a man who turned from evil to good through love 
and pain. _____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________________ 


2. France has a representative government with executive, legislative, and judicial branches. The people of 
France elect a president by popular vote every four years. _______________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 


3. The Louvre started as a medieval fortress which King François I tore down to build a royal palace. 
 


_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
4. The French people blamed Marie Antoinette for their troubles, high taxes, and poverty.  She was imprisoned 


during the first World War. _______________________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 


5. Maximillien Robespierre was the mastermind behind the reign of terror, an event that killed many French 
citizens. ______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 


6. The Tour de France, the world’s most famous bicycle race, lasts four weeks. The leader wears an orange 
jersey to identify him to the competitors and fans. _____________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 


7. Bastille Day on July 4th is the national celebration of the storming of the Bastille prison in 1789.  It marks the 
beginning of France as a modern nation governed by its citizens, not ruled by a king. ________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 


8. When allied troops freed Berthe Fraser from prison she said, “I’m finally free, and so is France.” ________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 


9. Louis XIV was born in 1638 and died in 1715. He was king for 75 years. __________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 


10. E is for Eiffel Tower was written by Helen L. Wilbur and illustrated by Melanie Rose. ________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 







E is for Eiffel Tower 
 


Bird’s-Eye View 
 
Bird’s-eye view is the perspective as though the observer is a bird. Pretend that you are a bird perched upon the 
Eiffel Tower overlooking Paris. Use the book E is for Eiffel Tower to discover what Paris looks like. Draw a picture 
in the box below of what you might see.  







E is for Eiffel Tower 
 


Geography of France 
 


 
 
 
 


Use the book E is for Eiffel Tower and the map at the beginning of the book to help you complete these questions 
about the geography of France. 
 


1. What sea is south of France? _____________________________________________________________ 
 


2. What six countries border France to the east? ________________________________________________ 
 


________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
3. What is the capital of France? ___________________________________________________________ 
 
4. What country borders France on the southwest side? __________________________________________ 


 
5. What is the name of the large peninsula that lies between the English Channel to the north, and the Bay of  


 
Biscay to the south? ___________________________________________________________________ 
 


6. What country is north of the English Channel? _______________________________________________ 
 


7. Is Paris north, east, south, or west of Limousin? _____________________________________________ 
 


8. What continent is France on? _____________________________________________________________ 
 


9. If you were to travel from the Gulf of Lion to the Bay of Biscay, what three regions would you have to pass  
 
through? _____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 


10. The Strait of Dover connects which two bodies of water? _____________________________________ 
 


_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 


11. Complete the compass rose. 
 


 







 E is for Eiffel Tower 
 


What If?  
 


What if Charles de Gaulle was not around in the 1940’s? What if he was not there to lead Free 
France to victory? Write a newspaper article about what life in France might have been like if  
de Gaulle was not present during this key time in the history of France. 


________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________ 







E is for Eiffel Tower 
 


Learning Metric 
 


The metric system is a decimalized system of measurement that was first used by the French in 1791.  Use this 
worksheet to help you understand the metric system that all of the people you read about in E is for Eiffel Tower 
have used, or still use to measure things every day. 


 
 
 


To convert to a smaller unit, 
move decimal point to the right 


 To convert to a larger unit, move 
decimal point to the left  


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


EXAMPLE: 
 


198m = .198km = 198000mm 
 


 
 


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


1) 104 km = _______ m     6) 6.3 cm = _____ mm 
   


2) 50 cm = ______ m     7) 1000 mg = _______ g 
    


3) 16 cm = _______ mm     8) 14 km = _______ m  
    


 4)  2500 m = _______ km    9) 109 g = _______ kg 
     


 5)  2000 mg = _______ g     10) 5.6 kg = _____ g 
    


     
 


 
Basic Unit 


Deci- 
 


 
.1 


Centi- 
 
 


.01 


Milli- 
 
 


.001 


Deka- 
 
 


10 


Kilo- 
 
 


1000 


Hecto- 
 
 


100 


 
Basic Unit 


 
198m 


Deci- 
 


 
1980dm 


Centi- 
 
 


19800cm 


Milli- 
 
 


198000mm 


Deka- 
 
 
 19.8dm


Kilo- 
 
 


.198km 


Hecto- 
 
 


1.98 hm 







E is for Eiffel Tower 
 


Make Crepes! 
 
Crepes are a popular food in France. They are like a very thin pancake. They can be filled with a variety 
of sweets to turn it into a dessert, or served plain.  Try making them with the recipe below with adult 
supervision. If you desire a dessert crepe, read the hints at the bottom of the page! 
 
 
Makes 8 crepes 
 
Ingredients: 


 1 cup all-purpose flour 
 2 eggs 
 1/2 cup low-fat milk 
 1/2 cup water 
 1/4 teaspoon salt 
 2 tablespoons melted butter  


Directions: 


1. Whisk the flour and the eggs together in a large mixing bowl.  
 


2. Slowly stir in the milk and the water.  
 


3. Add the salt and butter, and beat the mixture until smooth. 
 


4. Heat a griddle or frying pan to medium. Give it a very light spray of cooking oil.  
 


5. Drop the crepe mixture onto the heated surface, using about 1/4 cup of batter for each crepe.  
 


6. Tilt the pan with a circular motion so that the batter coats the surface evenly. "Thin is in" when it 
comes to the layer of batter.  


 
7. Cook each side until golden brown (about two minutes for side one—batter will bubble; and one 


minute for side two). 
 


8.  Gently remove and place on a plate.  
 


9. Place waxed paper between cooked crepes to prevent sticking. 
 
 
 
To make these crepes into a dessert, you can add peanut butter, cinnamon and sugar, maple syrup, 
sliced fruit, or fruit spreads! 
 







E is for Eiffel Tower 
 


Learn French 
 


In the back of the book E is for Eiffel Tower there are many French words translated into English.  Here are more 
common words. Use the phrases in the book with these words to form longer phrases of your own! 


 
 
 
 


Un  one 
Deuz  two 
Trios  three 
Quatre  four 
Cinq  five 
Six  six 
Sept  seven 
Huit  eight 
Neuf  nine 
Dix  ten 
 
 
Bonjour  hello 
Au revoir good-bye 
s'il vous plait please 
Non  no 
Oui  yes 
Mere  mother 
Pere  father 
Frère  brother 
Soeur  sister 
 
 
 
Who?  Qui? 
Where?  Où? 
Why?  Pourquoi? 
When?   Quand? 
How?  Comment? 
That’s fine C'est bien. 







E is for Eiffel Tower 
 


Impressionism 
 
 


The book E is for Eiffel Tower discusses the story of French artist Claude Monet who broke the rules of the times. 
Artists were stuck either studying art inside, or copying great works of art. Monet went outside and started painting 
what he saw.  Instead of a detailed reproduction, Monet and others used short rapid brushstrokes to capture light and 
moments of everyday life. This was called impressionism. Challenge yourself to go outside and find a peaceful 
landscape to paint using watercolors. 







E is for Eiffel Tower E is for Eiffel Tower 
  


Travel Poster Travel Poster 
  
Let your creative spirit shine! Create a travel poster encouraging people to travel to France. Follow the guidelines 
below to create your poster. 
Let your creative spirit shine! Create a travel poster encouraging people to travel to France. Follow the guidelines 
below to create your poster. 
  


 Must have at least one word in French  Must have at least one word in French 
 Must include a fact about one famous person from France  Must include a fact about one famous person from France 
 Must include a reminder to pack and bring something (example: camera)  Must include a reminder to pack and bring something (example: camera) 
 Must include one historical event  Must include one historical event 


  







E is for Eiffel Tower 
 


Cinquain Poetry 
 


A cinquain poem is a short, usually unrhymed poem consisting of twenty-two syllables. There are three different types of these 
poems. Use the book E is for Eiffel Tower to write three different cinquain poems about France! 


 


Line 1: One word  ______________________________________________________ 


Line 2: Two words  ______________________________________________________ 


Line 3: Three words  ______________________________________________________ 


Line 4: Four words  ______________________________________________________ 


Line 5: One word  ______________________________________________________ 


 


Line 1: A noun    ________________________________________________ 


Line 2: Two adjectives   ________________________________________________ 


Line 3: Three -ing words  ______________________________________________________ 


Line 4: A phrase   ______________________________________________________ 


Line 5: Another word for the noun ______________________________________________________ 


 


 


Line 1: Two syllables  ______________________________________________________ 


Line 2: Four syllables  ______________________________________________________ 


Line 3: Six syllables  ______________________________________________________ 


Line 4: Eight syllables ______________________________________________________ 


Line 5: Two syllables  ______________________________________________________ 


 


 
 
 
 







E is for Eiffel Tower 
 


Journal Entry 
 


Napoléon Bonaparte was a prominent part of French history. Read about him in E is for Eiffel Tower and use the 
information you have learned to write a journal entry that he may have written between 1804 and 1815. Include the 
types of people he may have come in contact with, the surroundings he may have seen, and how he would have felt. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 







E is for Eiffel Tower 
 


Answer Key 
Story Problems:    1. 961     2. 250 tons      3. 66 feet     4. May 1887      5. 1789    6. Answers vary 
 
Sharing Words:  


1. Suite: series of items; a number of connected rooms in a hotel; set of music 
2. Cliché : stereotyped expression; a sentence or phrase, usually expressing a popular or common thought or 


idea 
3. Décor: style or mode of decoration  
4. Clique: a small, exclusive group of people 
5. Foyer: the lobby of a theater, hotel, or apartment house 
6. Chef: the chief cook, esp. in a restaurant or hotel, usually responsible for planning menus, 


ordering foodstuffs, overseeing food preparation, and supervising the kitchen staff.  
7. Crochet: needlework done with a needle having a small hook at one end for drawing the thread or yarn 


through intertwined loops 
8. Pastel: a color having a soft, subdued shade; a kind of dried paste made of pigments ground with 


chalk  
9. Corsage: a small bouquet worn at the waist, on the shoulder, on the wrist 
10. Sauté: cooked or browned in a pan containing a small quantity of butter, oil, or other fat 
11. Beret: a round close-fitting brimless cap of soft wool material or felt 
12. Critique: an article or essay criticizing a literary or other work; detailed evaluation; review. 
13. Ballet: a classical style of expressive dancing based on precise conventional steps with gestures and 


movements of grace and fluidity.  Also, a theatrical representation of a story or theme performed to music 
by ballet dancers. 


14. Café: a restaurant, often with an enclosed or outdoor section extending onto the sidewalk, or a small 
restaurant. 


 
 
Fact or Fiction: 1. Jean Valjean      2. by popular vote every FIVE years.      3. Fact      4. French Revolution      5. 
Fact      6. Three weeks, Yellow jersey       7. July 14th      8. “Thank you, boys, you are just in time.”    9. 72 years      
10. Yan Nascimbene 
 
 
Geography of France: 1. Mediterranean Sea     2. Belgium, Luxembourg, Germany, Switzerland, Italy, Monaco   
3. Paris    4. Spain    5. Bretagne    6. United Kingdom     7. North     8. Europe     9. Languedoc-Rouseeillon, Midi-
Pyrenees, Aquitaine     10. English Channel and North Sea 
 
 
Learning Metric: 1)104000m     2) .5m    3) 160mm    4) 2.5km   5)2g    6)63mm    7) 1g    8) 14000m   
9) 0.109kg     10) 5600g 
 








Name______________________ 
 


Date_______________________ 


Cinquain Graphic Organizer 


A cinquain is a five-line poem that describes a person, place, or thing.   
 


dessert           a one -word title, a noun 


cold, creamy  two adjectives 


eating, giggling, licking  three - ing participles 


cone with three scoops  a phrase 


ice cream  a synonym for your title, another noun 


 
Use this organizer to write your own cinquain. 
 


1______________________________ 
a one word title, a noun that tells what your poem is about 


 
 
 


2________________, _____________ 
two adjectives that describe what you're writing about 


 
 
 


3_________, ___________, _______ 
three -ing participles that describe what your poem is about 


 
 
 


4______________________________ 
a phrase that tells more about what you're writing about 


 
 
 


5______________________________ 
a synonym for your title, another noun that tells what your poem is about 












Ook the Book


By: Lissa Rovetch


After listening to Ook the Book, make up 
your own rhyme following the author’s 
pattern:                          


I am __________, __________ the 
_____________.  


Draw a picture that illustrates your rhyme.


Examples:


I am Ig, Ig the pig.


I am Air, Air the chair.


I am Oud, Oud the cloud.







Name:_________________________________


Characters in Ook the Book
Use the names in the word bank to fill in the blanks.


Ook             At          Ake           Ug            
Ee             Ow


I am ________________ the book.


I am ________________ the cat.


I am ________________ the bee.


I am ________________the cow.   


I am ________________the snake.


I am ________________the bug.








Poetry Builders Classroom Library Collection 
 
Collection Description 
 
Poetry Builders takes the reader into the process of writing a specific type of poem 
by watching its creation unfold between the two main characters. As the characters 
discuss a specific type of poem, they also start to “write” one of their own 
 
The Role of Poetry in Reading 
 
Writing poetry gives you the chance to fall in love with language again and again 
(Janeczko, 1999). 
 
Awareness of rhyme, rhythm, and alliteration in addition to phonemic awareness 
are characteristics that often distinguish effective readers from readers “at risk” 
(Parr & Campbell, 2006). 
 
Poetry isn’t just whimsical but contributes to increasing reading abilities. Lower 
primary teachers use nursery rhymes to develop phonic awareness and one-to one 
correspondence, and poetry helps children of all ages develop vocabulary. Reading 
poetry aloud over and over creates fluency with expression (Manning, 2003).  
 
While we do not want students to rely solely on structured, formula-based poems, 
they do have merit when introducing and building confidence. They provide 
valuable opportunities for creative and expressive wordplay and exploration of 
grammatical concepts. (Parr & Campbell, 2006). 
 
Titles in the Poetry Builders Classroom Library Collection 
 


1. Ana and Adam Build an Acrostic 


2. Connor and Clara Build a Concrete Poem 


3. Henry and Hala Build a Haiku 


4. Luke and Leo Build a Limerick 


5. Nina and Nolen Build a Nonsense Poem 


6. Penelope and Pip Build a Prose Poem 


7. Rena and Rio Build a Rhyme 


8. Sophie and Sadie Build a Sonnet 







Types of Poems in the Poetry Builders Classroom Library 
Collection 
 


Type Description 


Acrostic 
A poem that uses the letters in a topic word to begin each 
word or line. All words or lines of the poem relate to or 
describe the topic. 


Concrete 
A poem that is written in a shape to create a picture of the 
topic. 


Haiku 
A form of Japanese poetry that uses 17 syllables in lines of 
5, 7, and 5 each. 


Limerick 


A humorous poem consisting of five lines and a distinct 
AABBA rhythm and rhyming pattern in which the first, 
second, and fifth lines have the same rhythm and end in a 
matching rhyme; the third and fourth, another (shorter) 
rhythm/rhyme pattern. 


Nonsense 


Poetry that is simply for fun and typically uses rhyme or 
play with sounds. Alliteration and personification are 
common among nonsense poems. Nonsense poetry usually 
involves silly characters and made-up words.  


Prose 


This type of poem combines prose and poetry. Prose uses 
the natural grammar and flow of speech. Prose poetry is 
written as prose, but reads like poetry—using sounds and 
language to conjure images in the mind. Prose poetry does 
not focus on line breaks and can range in length from a few 
lines to several pages. 


Rhyme 


Poems that use repeating rhymes in a variety of patterns 
(e.g., ABAB, AABB). The rhymes may occur at the end or 
inside the lines and may use words that sound similar, but 
don’t rhyme exactly. 


Sonnet 


Poetry constructed of 14 lines with 10 syllables in each 
line. The first twelve lines use an iambic pentameter rhyme 
pattern (i.e., ABAB, CDCD, EFEF) and end with a rhyming 
couplet (two lines that end in a rhyme, GG).  


 
 







Common Core State Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy 
 
The common Core State Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy emphasize 
the importance of an integrated model of literacy in which poetry is a process of 
communication that includes nursery rhymes and the subgenres of the narrative 
poem, limerick, and free verse poem:  
 


Reading Standards for Literature, Foundational Skills, and Writing 
3rd  – 5th  Grade  
 
Grade 3 Students: Grade 4 Students: Grade 5 Students: 


Key Ideas and Details 


1 
Ask and answer questions to demonstrate 
understanding of a text, referring explicitly 
to the text as the basis for the answers. 


1 
Refer to details and examples in a text when 
explaining what the text says explicitly and 
when drawing inferences from the text. 


1 
Quote accurately from a text when 
explaining what the text says explicitly and 
when drawing inferences from the text. 


 2 
Determine a theme of a story, drama, or 
poem from details in the text; summarize the 
text. 


2 


Determine a theme of a story, drama, or 
poem from details in the text, including how 
characters in a story or drama respond to 
challenges or how the speaker in a poem 
reflects upon a topic; summarize the text. 


Craft and Structure 


4 


Determine the meaning of words and 
phrases as they are used in a text, 
distinguishing literal from nonliteral 
language. 


4 


Determine the meaning of words and 
phrases as they are used in a text, including 
those that allude to significant characters 
found in mythology (e.g., Herculean). 


4 


Determine the meaning of words and 
phrases as they are used in a text, including 
figurative language such as metaphors and 
similes. 


5 


Refer to parts of stories, dramas, and poems 
when writing or speaking about a text, using 
terms such as chapter, scene, and stanza; 
describe how each successive part builds on 
earlier sections. 


5 


Explain major differences between poems, 
drama, and prose, and refer to the structural 
elements of poems (e.g., verse, rhythm, 
meter) and drama (e.g., casts of characters, 
settings, descriptions, dialogue, stage 
directions) when writing or speaking about a 
text. 


5 


Explain how a series of chapters, scenes, or 
stanzas fits together to provide the overall 
structure of a particular story, drama, or 
poem. 


Integration of Knowledge and Ideas 


7 


Explain how specific aspects of a text’s 
illustrations contribute to what is conveyed 
by the words in a story (e.g., create mood, 
emphasize aspects of a character or setting). 


7 


Make connections between the text of a story 
or drama and a visual or oral presentation of 
the text, identifying where each version 
reflects specific descriptions and directions 
in the text. 


7 


Analyze how visual and multimedia elements 
contribute to the meaning, tone, or beauty of 
a text (e.g., graphic novel, multimedia 
presentation 
of fiction, folktale, myth, poem). 


Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity 


10 


By the end of the year, read and comprehend 
literature, including stories, dramas, and 
poetry, at the high end of the grades 2–3 text 
complexity band independently and 
proficiently. 


10 


By the end of the year, read and comprehend 
literature, including stories, dramas, and 
poetry, in the grades 4–5 text complexity 
band proficiently, with scaffolding as needed 
at the high end of the range. 


10 


By the end of the year, read and comprehend 
literature, including stories, dramas, and 
poetry, at the high end of the grades 4–5 text 
complexity band independently and 
proficiently. 


Fluency 


4 


Read with sufficient accuracy and fluency to 
support comprehension. 


a. Read on-level text with purpose and 
understanding. 


b. Read on-level prose and poetry orally 
with accuracy, appropriate rate, and 
expression on successive readings 


c. Use context to confirm or self-correct 
word recognition and understanding, 
rereading as necessary. 


4 


Read with sufficient accuracy and fluency to 
support comprehension. 


a. Read on-level text with purpose and 
understanding. 


b. Read on-level prose and poetry orally 
with accuracy, appropriate rate, and 
expression on successive readings 


c. Use context to confirm or self-correct 
word recognition and understanding, 
rereading as necessary. 


4 


Read with sufficient accuracy and fluency to 
support comprehension. 


a. Read on-level text with purpose and 
understanding. 


b. Read on-level prose and poetry orally 
with accuracy, appropriate rate, and 
expression on successive readings 


c. Use context to confirm or self-correct 
word recognition and understanding, 
rereading as necessary. 


Range of Writing 


10 


Write routinely over extended time frames 
(time for research, reflection, and revision) 
and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a 
day or two) for a range of discipline-specific 
tasks, purposes, and audiences. 


10 


Write routinely over extended time frames 
(time for research, reflection, and revision) 
and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a 
day or two) for a range of discipline-specific 
tasks, purposes, and audiences. 


10 


Write routinely over extended time frames 
(time for research, reflection, and revision) 
and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a 
day or two) for a range of discipline-specific 
tasks, purposes, and audiences. 


 







Tips for Teaching Poetry in Your Classroom 
 


1. Examine preconceived notions toward poetry—both 
yours and your students. 


 


2. Build a love of and respect for poetry by immersing 
yourself and your students in it. 


 


3. Find the poetry in everyday experiences. 
 


4. Keep the enjoyment in poetry—focus on the process. 
 


5. Be a poet in practice or a poet in action; start where you 
are and challenge yourself gradually. Develop poetitude. 


 


6. Encourage your students to be poets in practice.  
 


7. Challenge them slowly, reward their efforts, and 
encourage risk taking. 


 


8. Create a safe, low-risk environment in which to share 
and experience poetry. 


 


9. Have fun! 
Source: Parr & Campbell, 2006. 


 
 


Sample Poetry Writing Lesson 
 


1. Share Models of Student Poets Work (10-15 minutes) 
 


2. Demonstrate Writing Poems: Write for and With 
Children (10-20 minutes) 


 


3. Brainstorm to Get Kids Started (5-10 minutes) 
 


4. Provide Sustained Time for Writing (20-25 minutes) 
 


5. Regroup and Celebrate the Poems (10-15 minutes) 
 


Source: Routman, 2001 
 
 







  


Tools for Writing Poetry 
 


Poetry uses a variety of figurative language. Familiarizing students with these tools, 
or devices, will help them in recognizing them in poems they read and support them 
in writing their own. Below are a few examples of figurative language devices 
appropriate for elementary school students: 
 


Device Description Example 


Alliteration 
The repetition of the first 
sound in a series of words or 
phrases. 


She sells seashells by the 
seashore.  


Assonance 
The repetition of vowel sounds 
to create internal rhyming. 


The cool moon bloomed over 
the school.  


Cliché 


An expression that uses 
analogy or exaggeration and 
has become commonplace to 
the point of overuse.  


You can’t teach an old dog new 
tricks. 


Hyperbole 
Humorous exaggerations to 
create effect or emphasis. 


I was so tired, I slept like a log.  


Idiom 
Common expressions that are 
not meant literally. 


Living high on the hog. 


Metaphor 
A word analogy (using is and 
was) that compares two unlike 
things to make a strong image.  


Time is money. 


Onomatopoeia 
Words that sound like an 
action or noise. 


Bang, Woosh, Grrr, Hiss, Slurp, 
Buzz 


Personification 
Giving human qualities to 
something non-human. 


The stars winked at the people 
below. 


Simile 
A phrase comparing two 
things, often using like or as. 


Sly as a fox. 


 
For a collection of kid-friendly websites to teach, practice, and apply these devices, visit: 


http://www.kidskonnect.com/subject-index/20-language-arts/343-figurative-language.html  
 



http://www.kidskonnect.com/subject-index/20-language-arts/343-figurative-language.html





Writer’s Word Book 
 
Using either a store-bought notebook or one made out of folders and binder paper 
(e.g., folders with pockets and fasteners), have students label each page with a letter 
of the alphabet. As students encounter words of interest or those they’ve used in 
crafting their poetry, have them write the words on the corresponding letter page. 
Students could even highlight the words they’ve used to both see their use of 
language as well as to encourage them to expand their use of new words. 
 
Some students may not naturally be drawn to language. In order to help them build 
their repertoire, you might encourage some regular “word warm ups” to foster their 
confidence and identify words to include in their Writer’s Word Book: 
 


 Select read alouds with rich language and expansive vocabulary. As you read 
aloud, have students make note of special words to include in their word 
books. 


 
 Share copies of poetry with students and have them highlight words they 


find special, interesting, or even unknown and record them in their word 
books. 


 
 Have students work with partners. With one partners’ eyes closed, the other 


opens the dictionary to a random page. The partner with the closed eyes 
points to a word, opens his or her eyes, and reads the word and the 
definition. The partners discuss the word and decide whether or not to 
include it in their own dictionary. They repeat this several times until they 
have added a designated number of words to their books. 


 
 In the literacy/writing center, have a box or envelope in which you’ve placed 


index cards (or a list) with common words written on them. Students draw 
out the cards and look the words up in the thesaurus (hard copy or online) to 
find at least three more interesting alternate words to use in their own 
writing. 


 
 Make several rhyming dictionaries available and encourage students to find 


words that rhyme with the others they have collected in their Writer’s Word 
Books. For an online rhyming dictionary, visit www.rhymezone.com.  


 
 Encourage students to brainstorm a variety of topics they are interested in. 


Demonstrate how to make a table on a page in their word books to organize 
words that they’ve collected based on the topics generated—many words 
will be used more than once.  


 
 



http://www.rhymezone.com/
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r THEMES:  v Back to School 
v National Hispanic Heritage Month


News from the Academy of American Poets
 v National Poetry Month Poster Request Form Opened


4
8
9


10


15
17
22
24


25
26


Labor Day
International Literacy Day
BIRTHDAY  Sonia Sanchez (b. 1934)
BIRTHDAY  H. D. (b. 1886)
National Arts in Education Week Begins
BIRTHDAY  Claude McKay (b. 1889)
BIRTHDAY  William Carlos Williams (b. 1883)
First Day of Autumn
National Punctuation Day
Banned Books Week Begins
BIRTHDAY  Shel Silverstein (b. 1930)
BIRTHDAY  T. S. Eliot (b. 1888)


v
v
v


v


Welcome to our interactive Poetry in the Classroom Calendar, 
designed to inspire ideas for bringing poetry into your classroom 
throughout the 2017–2018 academic year. Click the linked icons 
and text to discover related resources.


For more than five decades, we’ve been dedicated to serving 
K–12 teachers through our programs and resources. Today, we’re 
the only poetry organization that offers materials for teachers 
produced by an education expert. Our Educator in Residence, 
Dr. Madeleine Holzer, ensures that our education content is of the 
highest quality.


Visit our website, Poets.org, and find over 2,000 biographies of 
poets, over 7,000 poems discoverable by theme and occasion, 
plus lesson plans, short essays on poetic terms, guides to poetic 
schools and movements, and more...


Watch Our Video Guide to Poets.org, with a Special
Introduction by Our Education Ambassador, Richard
Blanco
Browse Our Lesson Plans
Read Essays on Teaching Poetry
Sign Up for Teach This Poem and Our Educator Newsletter
Create a Poetry Anthology to Share with Students
Participate in the Dear Poet Project
Celebrate National Poetry Month
Sign Up for Poem-a-Day
Find Poetry Near You


We hope you have a great school year. And we’re sincerely 
grateful for all that you do! Here’s hoping our calendar makes it a 
little easier.


v
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v
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v
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v links to a related 
poem or resource


A links to a related 
lesson plan


key


links to a literary 
landmark and field 
trip opportunity


v


academy of
american poets


Poetry in the 
Classroom 
Calendar
2017–2018


v


Each birthday links to 
the poet’s biography on 
poets.org



https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/contributor/madeleine-fuchs-holzer

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/materials-teachers

https://www.poets.org/

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/poets

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/poems

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/lesson-plans

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/teaching-poetry

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/texts?field_texttype_tid=801

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/texts?field_texttype_tid=801

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/text/video-teachers-guide-poetsorg

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/lesson-plans

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/teaching-poetry

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/teach-poem

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/stanza/how-create-anthology

https://www.poets.org/national-poetry-month/dear-poet-project

https://www.poets.org/national-poetry-month/home

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/poem-day

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/poetry-near-you

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/text/poems-about-school-subjects

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/hispanic-heritage-month

https://www.poets.org/national-poetry-month/form/poster-request-form

www.poets.org/poetsorg/poem/work

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/poet/sonia-sanchez

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/poet/h-d

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/poet/claude-mckay

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/poet/william-carlos-williams

www.poets.org/poetsorg/text/autumn-poems-kids

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/poems/45676

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/poet/shel-silverstein

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/text/banned-books

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/poet/t-s-eliot

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/poem/love-song-j-alfred-prufrock
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r THEMES: v Native American Heritage Month
v Thanksgiving
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15


23


28


BIRTHDAY  Stephen Crane (b. 1871)
National Author's Day
BIRTHDAY  C. K. Williams (b. 1936)
Election Day
BIRTHDAY  Anne Sexton (b. 1928)
Veterans Day
BIRTHDAY  Robert Louis Stevenson (b. 1850)
BIRTHDAY  Marianne Moore (b. 1887)
BIRTHDAY  Ted Berrigan (b. 1934)
BIRTHDAY  Paul Celan (b. 1920) 
Thanksgiving
BIRTHDAY  William Blake (b. 1757)
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r THEMES:  v American Archives Month


v Halloween


News from the Academy of American Poets
 v Fall–Winter American Poets Magazine Released


2
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7
8
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13
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16
17


25
27
28
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31


BIRTHDAY  Wallace Stevens (b. 1879)
World Teachers Day—Thank you for all you do!
BIRTHDAY  Amiri Baraka (b. 1934)
Teen Read Week Begins
Columbus Day/Indigenous Peoples’ Day
Friday the  13th
BIRTHDAY  E. E. Cummings (b. 1894)
Dictionary Day
BIRTHDAY  Jupiter Hammon (b. 1711)
Black Poetry Day
BIRTHDAY  John Berryman (b. 1914)
BIRTHDAY  Sylvia Plath (b. 1932) 
Statue of Liberty Dedicated, 1886
BIRTHDAY  Ezra Pound (b. 1885)
Halloween
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v


v



https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/collection/we-poets

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/halloween-poems

https://www.poets.org/american-poets-magazine/home

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/text/invisible-priest-contemporary-american-poetry-and-echo-stevens

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/poet/wallace-stevens

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/resources-teachers

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/poet/amiri-baraka

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/stanza/amiri-baraka-police-brutality-and-solidarity-poets

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/poetry-teens

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/text/ancestors-mapping-indigenous-poetry-and-poets

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/poem/thirteen-ways-looking-blackbird

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/text/archive-e-e-cummingss-postcard

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/poet/e-e-cummings

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/poet/jupiter-hammon

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/collection/poets-glossary

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/text/brief-guide-black-arts-movement

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/poet/john-berryman

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/poem/dream-song-1

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/poet/sylvia-plath

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/text/brief-guide-confessional-poetry

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/poem/new-colossus

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/text/brief-guide-modernism

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/poet/ezra-pound

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/lesson/ghosts-and-spirits

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/native-american-heritage-month

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/poems-thanksgiving

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/poets

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/poet/stephen-crane

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/poet/c-k-williams

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/text/beginnings

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/lesson/incredible-bridges-%E2%80%9Cpraise-song-day%E2%80%9D-elizabeth-alexander

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/poet/anne-sexton

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/text/archive-anne-sextons-1967-letter

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/lesson/literature-war

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/poet/robert-louis-stevenson

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/poet/marianne-moore

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/poet/ted-berrigan

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/poet/paul-celan

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/poet/william-blake

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/lesson/thanksgiving-richard-blancos-america
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News from the Academy of American Poets
 v Dear Poet Project Begins
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New Year’s Day
BIRTHDAY  Carl Sandburg (b. 1878)
BIRTHDAY  Robert Duncan (b. 1919) 
BIRTHDAY  Philip Levine (b. 1928) 
BIRTHDAY  Robinson Jeffers (b. 1887)
Martin Luther King Jr. Day
BIRTHDAY  Laura Riding Jackson (b. 1901)
BIRTHDAY  William Stafford (b. 1914)
Thesaurus Day
BIRTHDAY  Edgar Allan Poe (b. 1809)
BIRTHDAY  George Gordon Byron (b. 1788)
National Handwriting Day
BIRTHDAY Robert Burns (b. 1759)
BIRTHDAY Lewis Carroll (b. 1832)
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r THEMES: v Winter
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Rosa Parks Begins the Montgomery Bus Boycott, 1955
World AIDS Day 
BIRTHDAY  Rainer Maria Rilke (b. 1875)
BIRTHDAY  Christina Rossetti (b. 1830)
Attack on Pearl Harbor, 1941 
BIRTHDAY  James Tate (b. 1943)
BIRTHDAY  John Milton (b. 1608)
BIRTHDAY  Emily Dickinson (b. 1830) 
Human Rights Day
BIRTHDAY  James Wright (b. 1927)
BIRTHDAY  Muriel Rukeyser (b. 1913)
Boston Tea Party, 1773
President Obama Signs the Native American Apology 
Resolution, 2009
First Day of Winter
George Washington Crosses the Delaware River, 1776
BIRTHDAY  Jean Toomer (b. 1894)
BIRTHDAY  Rudyard Kipling (b. 1865)
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https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/text/winter-poems-kids

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/lesson/incredible-bridges-%E2%80%9C-citizen-vi-train-woman-standing%E2%80%9D-claudia-rankine

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/poet/rainer-maria-rilke

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/poet/christina-rossetti

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/text/kubota

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/poet/james-tate

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/text/archive-james-tates-letter-1971

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/poet/john-milton

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/poet/emily-dickinson

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/collection/emily-dickinson-reader

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/listing/emily-dickinson%E2%80%99s-home

www.poets.org/poetsorg/text/social-justice-poems-kids

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/poet/james-wright

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/poet/muriel-rukeyser

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/poem/old-south-meeting-house

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/lesson/light-dark-and-back

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/poem/whereas-whereas-when-offered

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/poem/seeing-larry-rivers-washington-crossing-delaware-museum-modern-art

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/poet/jean-toomer

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/poet/rudyard-kipling

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/poem-day

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/text/poems-new-year

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/lesson/teach-poem-burning-old-year-naomi-shihab-nye

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/poet/carl-sandburg

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/listing/carl-sandburg-cottage

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/poet/robert-duncan

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/text/brief-guide-san-francisco-renaissance

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/poet/philip-levine

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/text/archive-philip-levine-letter

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/poet/robinson-jeffers

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/listing/robinson-jeffers%E2%80%99s-tor-house

https://www.poets.org/national-poetry-month/dear-poet-project

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/poems?field_occasion_tid=1491

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/poet/laura-riding-jackson

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/text/brief-guide-fugitives

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/poet/william-stafford

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/lesson/word-karaoke

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/poet/edgar-allan-poe

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/text/heresy-didactic

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/text/walking-tour-edgar-allan-poes-publishers-row-new-york-city

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/poet/george-gordon-byron

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/text/poets-post-postcard-archive

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/poet/robert-burns

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/poet/lewis-carroll

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/text/education-excerpt
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THEMES:  Av Women’s History Month
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BIRTHDAY  Robert Lowell (b. 1917)
BIRTHDAY  Dr. Seuss (b. 1904) 
National Read Across America Day
BIRTHDAY  James Merrill (b. 1926) 
National Grammar Day
BIRTHDAY  Elizabeth Barrett Browning (b. 1806)
International Women’s Day
BIRTHDAY  Jack Kerouac (b. 1922)
Pi Day
St. Patrick’s Day
First Day of Spring
World Poetry Day
BIRTHDAY  Robert Frost (b. 1874)
BIRTHDAY  Frank O’Hara (b. 1926)
World Theatre Day
BIRTHDAY  Octavio Paz (b. 1914)
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THEMES: v Valentine’s Day  
  Av Black History Month 
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BIRTHDAY  Langston Hughes (b. 1902)
BIRTHDAY  James Joyce (b. 1882) 
BIRTHDAY  Gertrude Stein (b. 1874) 
BIRTHDAY  Elizabeth Bishop (b. 1911) 
World Read Aloud Day
Valentine’s Day
BIRTHDAY  Audre Lorde (b. 1934)
Presidents’ Day
World Day of Social Justice
BIRTHDAY  W. H. Auden (b. 1907)
BIRTHDAY  Edna St. Vincent Millay (b. 1892)
Tell a Fairy Tale Day
BIRTHDAY Henry Wadsworth Longfellow (b. 1807)
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https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/black-history-month

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/collection/lesson-plans-black-history-month

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/love-poems

The Life and Work of Langston Hughes https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/collection/life-and-work-langston-hughes

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/listing/langston-hughess-hometown-lawrence-ks

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/poet/langston-hughes

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/poet/james-joyce

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/text/brief-guide-modernism

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/text/picassos-portrait-gertrude-stein

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/poet/gertrude-stein

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/poet/elizabeth-bishop

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/lesson/love-two-way-street

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/lesson/voice

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/text/archive-audre-lorde-1971-reading-flyer

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/poet/audre-lorde

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/anthology/poems-social-justice-teachers

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/text/video-civic-responsibility-poet-america-today

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/text/presidential-picks-abraham-lincolns-favorite-poetry

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/text/myths-and-fairy-tales-poems-kids

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/listing/longfellow-house

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/poet/henry-wadsworth-longfellow

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/lesson/women-poetry

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/womens-history-month

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/poet/robert-lowell

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/text/brief-guide-confessional-poetry

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/text/poetry-dr-seuss

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/books

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/poet/james-merrill

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/poet/jack-kerouac

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/text/brief-guide-beat-poets

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/lesson/infinite-recess

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/collection/poetry-ireland

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/text/spring-poems-kids

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/text/world-poetry-day-march-21

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/poet/robert-frost

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/text/archive-robert-frosts-1935-letter

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/listing/frost-place

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/poet/frank-ohara

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/text/brief-guide-new-york-school

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/poem/having-coke-you

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/poem/you-it-act-ii-scene-vii-all-worlds-stage

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/poet/octavio-paz

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/text/archive-petition-octavio-paz

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/womens-history-month

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/poet/w-h-auden

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/poet/edna-st-vincent-millay

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/poet/elizabeth-barrett-browning
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THEMES:   v National Poetry Month!


News from the Academy of American Poets 
 v Spring–Summer American Poets Magazine Released
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BIRTHDAY  George Herbert (b. 1593)
BIRTHDAY  Maya Angelou (b. 1928) 
BIRTHDAY  William Wordsworth (b. 1770) 
National Library Week Begins
BIRTHDAY  Charles Baudelaire (b. 1821) 
BIRTHDAY  Seamus Heaney (b. 1939)
Abraham Lincoln Dies, 1865
BIRTHDAY  U.S. Poet Laureate Tracy K. Smith (b. 1972)
Haiku Poetry Day
Paul Revere’s Ride, 1775
Earth Day
BIRTHDAY  William Shakespeare (b. 1564) 
Children’s Book Week Begins


v
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v


v
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Have your class participate in our multimedia project Dear Poet.
Download our guide to celebrating Poem in Your Pocket Day.
Display the new National Poetry Month poster.
Read “How to Read a Poem” by Edward Hirsch.  
Host a student spoken word event at your school.
Have your students read and write sonnets.
Read an except of The Life of Poetry by Muriel Rukeyser.
Sign up for Poem-a-Day to keep reading all year long.
Share your activities with us on social media: 
#NationalPoetryMonth
Featured Lesson Plan: Dear Poet
Featured Lesson Plan: Word Karaoke
Featured Lesson Plan: Get Your Haiku On 
Featured Lesson Plan: Guerilla Poetry
Featured Lesson Plan: Poems about Poetry


Featured Resources for National Poetry Month
 v Visit Poets.org for More Ways to Celebrate
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https://www.poets.org/american-poets-magazine/home

https://www.poets.org/national-poetry-month/home

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/text/brief-guide-metaphysical-poets

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/poet/george-herbert

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/poet/maya-angelou

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/poem/still-i-rise

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/poet/william-wordsworth

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/text/brief-guide-romanticism

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/poet/charles-baudelaire

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/text/brief-guide-symbolists

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/poem/library

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/poet/seamus-heaney

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/poem/when-lilacs-last-door-yard-bloomd

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/poem/sci-fi

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/poet/tracy-k-smith

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/poem/paul-reveres-ride

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/text/haiku-poetic-form

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/collection/lesson-plans-about-environment

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/poet/william-shakespeare

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/shakespeare-400

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/lesson/mutant-shakespeare

https://www.poets.org/national-poetry-month/30-ways-celebrate-national-poetry-month-classroom

https://www.poets.org/national-poetry-month/dear-poet-project

https://www.poets.org/national-poetry-month/poem-your-pocket-day

https://www.poets.org/national-poetry-month/form/poster-request-form

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/text/how-read-poem-0

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/text/brief-guide-slam-poetry

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/text/sonnet-poetic-form

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/text/life-poetry-chapter-1

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/poem-day

https://twitter.com/poetsorg

https://www.poets.org/national-poetry-month/dear-poet-project

ttps://www.poets.org/poetsorg/lesson/word-karaoke

hhttps://www.poets.org/poetsorg/lesson/get-your-haiku

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/lesson/guerilla-poetry

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/lesson/poems-about-poetry

link to https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/books?field_booktype_tid=1804
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v Get Caught Reading
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THEMES:  v LGBTQ Pride Month
v Graduation


2
3
5
7


13
14 
17
27


BIRTHDAY  Thomas Hardy (b. 1840)
BIRTHDAY  Allen Ginsberg (b. 1926) 
BIRTHDAY  Federico García Lorca (b. 1898) 
BIRTHDAY  Gwendolyn Brooks (b. 1917) 
BIRTHDAY  W. B. Yeats (b. 1865) 
Flag Day
Father’s Day
BIRTHDAY  Lucille Clifton (b. 1936)
BIRTHDAY  Paul Laurence Dunbar (b. 1872)


v
vv
v


v
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Summer Reading
v Sign up for Teach This Poem to receive curated anthologies 
of poems on popular themes.
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31


May Day
World Press Freedom Day
National Teacher Appreciation Week Begins
BIRTHDAY  Robert Browning (b. 1812)
BIRTHDAY  Mona Van Duyn (b. 1921) 
BIRTHDAY  Jayne Cortez (b. 1934) 
Limerick Day
BIRTHDAY  Edward Lear (b. 1812)
Mother’s Day
BIRTHDAY  Adrienne Rich (b. 1929)
International Museum Day
BIRTHDAY  Robert Creeley (b. 1926)
Brooklyn Bridge Opened, 1883
BIRTHDAY  Ralph Waldo Emerson (b. 1803) 
BIRTHDAY May Swenson (b. 1913)
Memorial Day
BIRTHDAY  Countee Cullen (b. 1903)
BIRTHDAY  Walt Whitman (b. 1819)
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https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/asianpacific-american-heritage-month

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/poems-kids

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/poem/follies

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/poem/freedom-press

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/text/how-i-teach-poetry

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/poet/robert-browning

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/poet/mona-van-duyn

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/poet/jayne-cortez

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/text/archive-mona-van-duyns-1986-letter-and-late-loving

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/text/brief-guide-black-arts-movement

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/text/limerick-poetic-form

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/poet/edward-lear

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/poem/owl-and-pussy-cat

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/text/mothers-day-poems-kids

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/text/visual-art-poems-kids

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/poet/adrienne-rich

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/text/archive-adrienne-rich

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/poem/diving-wreck

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/poet/robert-creeley

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/text/brief-guide-black-mountain-school

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/listing/brooklyn-bridge

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/poet/ralph-waldo-emerson

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/poet/may-swenson

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/poem/flanders-fields

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/poet/countee-cullen

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/text/brief-guide-harlem-renaissance

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/collection/walt-whitman-reader

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/lesson/walt-whitman-poet-and-keen-observer

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/poet/walt-whitman

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/lgbtq-poetry

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/poems-graduation

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/poet/thomas-hardy

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/text/thomas-hardy-behind-mask-explaining-poems

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/text/video-allen-ginsberg-sings-western-ballad

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/text/brief-guide-beat-poets

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/poet/allen-ginsberg

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/text/survival-two-worlds-once-federico-garcia-lorca-and-duende

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/poet/w-b-yeats

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/text/rehearsals-and-rehashings-bishop-hayden-plath-yeats-rewrite-early-poems-late-ones

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/poem/our-flag

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/text/fathers-day-poems-kids

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/poet/lucille-clifton

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/poet/paul-laurence-dunbar

https://www.poets.org/academy-american-poets/listing/paul-laurence-dunbar-house

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/teach-poem

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/poems-teachers

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/text/poet

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/poet/gwendolyn-brooks

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/poet/federico-garcia-lorca










Poem 
in Your  
Pocket Day
April 26, 2018


Every April, on Poem in Your Pocket Day, 
people celebrate by selecting a poem, carry-
ing it with them, and sharing it with others 
throughout the day at schools, bookstores, 
libraries, parks, workplaces, and on social 
media using the hashtag #pocketpoem. 


Join us in celebrating Poem in Your Pocket 
Day this year!







Poem in Your Pocket Day was initiated in April 2002 by the Office of the 
Mayor, in partnership with the New York City Departments of Cultural 
Affairs and Education, as part of the city’s National Poetry Month 
celebration. 


The Academy of American Poets, which launched National Poetry Month 
in 1996, took Poem in Your Pocket Day to all fifty United States in 2008, 
encouraging individuals across the country to join in and channel their inner 
bard. 


The Academy of American Poets and the League of Canadian Poets, the 
latter of which has organized National Poetry Month in Canada since 1998, 
have teamed up to extend the reach of Poem in Your Pocket Day across 
North America. 


Ideas for Celebrating Poem in Your Pocket Day
The beauty of Poem in Your Pocket Day is its simplicity. Individuals 
and institutions have generated many creative ways to share poems 
on this special day—from having children create handmade pockets to 
tuck their favorite poems into, to handing out poems to commuters at 
transportation hubs, to distributing poem scrolls in hospitals, nursing 
homes, and local businesses. The ideas are endless but here are a few 
to get you started. And, of course, we invite you to share poems on any 
day during National Poetry Month or during the year!


A Guide to Celebrating Poetry in 
Schools, Communities & Businesses







In Your School
•	 If you’re a school principal or administrator, organize a school-


wide Poem in Your Pocket Day giveaway using the following cu-
rated collection of poems. 


•	 Encourage students to choose a poem from our collection, print 
it out, and post it in a designated area, such as the school cafe-
teria, hallways, or the student lounge.


•	 Hold a student reading of the poems they’ve selected.


In Your Classroom
•	 Have your students choose a poem from our collection. Ask 


them to write a letter to a far-away friend or relative detailing 
what they like about the poem and why they think the recipient 
would enjoy it. Send the letters and poems so they arrive on 
Poem in Your Pocket Day.


•	 Ask your students to choose their favorite poem from our col-
lection, choose their favorite lines, and add those lines to a book-
mark they can decorate with drawings. Collect the bookmarks 
and redistribute them, letting each student pick one that’s not 
their own for ongoing use in class.


•	 Ask your students to memorize a poem and share it with the 
class.


•	 Have your students choose a poem to give away. Ask them to 
print out 20 copies of the poem and come up with a creative 
way to distribute it, such as in the form of a folded-paper animal 
or object (see the Appendix for instructions on how to create a 
folded swan), a decorated scroll, a poem tree, or a bookmark.


•	 Devote a class lesson to teaching your students about the hai-
ku, a three-line poem with seventeen syllables, written in a 5/7/5 
syllable count. (See the Appendix for more about the haiku.) Ask 
your students write their own haikus and share them with the 
class by reading them aloud. Have your students decorate a copy 
of their haikus with drawings and stickers, then encourage them 
to give their poems to a family member or friend.


•	 Organize a class trip for students to visit a nursing home or 
community center and to read and share their favorite poems.







In Your Community
•	 Work with your local community officials to get permission to 


hand out poems in transportation hubs, shopping malls, pe-
destrian malls, or other areas where people in our community 
gather. 


•	 Encourage local businesses to participate in Poem in Your Pock-
et Day by offering discounts to customers who bring in a poem, 
by posting poems in their establishments, or by distributing 
poems on bags, cups, or receipts.  


•	 On April 1, write to your local newspaper asking them to publish 
a poem by a local poet on Poem in Your Pocket Day or to syn-
dicate Poem-a-Day, a digital series available for free from the 
Academy of American Poets. (For more information, visit www.
poets.org/poetsorg/poem-day.)


In Your Workplace
•	 Stand outside the entrance of your place of work and distribute 


poems to employees and coworkers as they begin their day.
•	 Organize a lunch for your employees or coworkers to gather and 


share a meal, as well as their favorite poems by reading them 
aloud.


•	 Ask your employer to encourage employees to choose their 
favorite poems and post them around the office.


•	 Place printouts of poems on people’s desk chairs before they 
arrive to work. 


•	 Add a poem or link to a poem to your email signature. In addition 
to the poems in this guide, you’ll find thousands more at Poets.
org. 


•	 Email a poem to employees and coworkers, encouraging them to 
read and share their own favorites throughout the day. 


•	 Jot a favorite line of poetry on the back of your business card 
before distributing them. 


•	 Tape a poem to the watercooler. 


On Social Media
•	 Post poems, links to poems, or photos of poems on Facebook, 


Instagram, Tumblr, or Twitter using the hashtag #pocketpoem. 







Poems to Share by Contemporary  
American Poets


The Red Poppy by Louise Glück 


Remember by Joy Harjo


Here and There by Juan Felipe Herrera


Cotton Candy by Edward Hirsch 


The Weighing by Jane Hirshfield


The Moment by Marie Howe


Lyric by Khaled Mattawa 


Variation on a Theme by W. S. Merwin


Burning the Old Year by Naomi Shihab Nye


The Dogs at Live Oak Beach, Santa Cruz by Alicia Ostriker


Springing by Marie Ponsot


When Giving Is All We Have by Alberto Ríos


The Owl by Arthur Sze


Eleventh Brother by Jean Valentine


Imaginary Morning Glory by C. D. Wright







The great thing


is not having 


a mind. Feelings:


oh, I have those; they 


govern me. I have 


a lord in heaven 


called the sun, and open 


for him, showing him


the fire of my own heart, fire 


like his presence.


What could such glory be


if not a heart? Oh my brothers and sisters, 


were you like me once, long ago, 


before you were human? Did you 


permit yourselves


to open once, who would never 


open again? Because in truth 


I am speaking now 


the way you do. I speak 


because I am shattered.


The Red Poppy
Louise Glück


Poem in Your Pocket Day


From The Wild Iris, published by The Ecco Press, 1992. Copyright © 1992 by Louise Glück. All rights reserved. Used with permission.







Remember the sky that you were born under,


know each of the star’s stories.


Remember the moon, know who she is.


Remember the sun’s birth at dawn, that is the


strongest point of time. Remember sundown


and the giving away to night.


Remember your birth, how your mother struggled


to give you form and breath. You are evidence of


her life, and her mother’s, and hers.


Remember your father. He is your life, also.


Remember the earth whose skin you are:


red earth, black earth, yellow earth, white earth


brown earth, we are earth.


Remember the plants, trees, animal life who all have their


tribes, their families, their histories, too. Talk to them,


listen to them. They are alive poems.


Remember the wind. Remember her voice. She knows the


origin of this universe.


Remember you are all people and all people


are you.


Remember you are this universe and this


universe is you.


Remember all is in motion, is growing, is you.


Remember language comes from this.


Remember the dance language is, that life is.


Remember.


Remember
Joy Harjo


Poem in Your Pocket Day


Copyright © 1983 by Joy Harjo from She Had Some Horses by Joy Harjo. Used by permission of W. W. Norton & Company, Inc.







I sit and meditate—my dog licks her paws


on the red-brown sofa


so many things somehow


it all is reduced to numbers letters figures


without faces or names only jagged lines


across the miles half-shadows


going into shadow-shadow then destruction         the infinite light


here and there            cannot be overcome


it is the first drop of ink


 


Here and There
Juan Felipe Herrera


Poem in Your Pocket Day


Copyright © 2015 by Juan Felipe Herrera. Originally published in Poem-a-Day on April 14, 2015, by the Academy of American Poets.







We walked on the bridge over the Chicago River


for what turned out to be the last time,


and I ate cotton candy, that sugary air,


that sweet blue light spun out of nothingness.


It was just a moment, really, nothing more,


but I remember marveling at the sturdy cables


of the bridge that held us up


and threading my fingers through the long


and slender fingers of my grandfather,


an old man from the Old World


who long ago disappeared into the nether regions.


And I remember that eight-year-old boy


who had tasted the sweetness of air,


which still clings to my mouth


and disappears when I breathe.


Cotton Candy
Edward Hirsch


Poem in Your Pocket Day


From The Living Fire: New and Selected Poems (Alfred A. Knopf, 2010) by Edward Hirsch. Copyright © 2010 by Edward Hirsch. Used with 
permission of the author. 







The heart’s reasons


seen clearly,


even the hardest


will carry


its whip-marks and sadness


and must be forgiven.


As the drought-starved


eland forgives


the drought-starved lion


who finally takes her,


enters willingly then


the life she cannot refuse,


and is lion, is fed,


and does not remember the other.


So few grains of happiness


measured against all the dark


and still the scales balance.


The world asks of us


only the strength we have and we give it.


Then it asks more, and we give it.


The Weighing
Jane Hirshfield


Poem in Your Pocket Day


From The October Palace (Harper Perennial, 1994) by Jane Hirshfield. Copyright © 1994 by Jane Hirshfield. Used with permission 
of the author.







Oh, the coming-out-of-nowhere moment


when,     nothing


happens


no what-have-I-to-do-today list


maybe     half a moment


the rush of traffic stops.


The whir of I should be, I should be, I should be


slows to silence,


the white cotton curtains hanging still.


The Moment
Marie Howe


Poem in Your Pocket Day


Copyright © 2011 Marie Howe. Used with permission by the author.







Will answers be found


like seeds


planted among rows of song?


Will mouths recognize


the hunger


in their voices, all mouths in unison,


the ah in harmony, the way words


of hope are more


than truth when whispered?


Will we turn to each other and ask,


how long


has it been...how long since?


A world now, a world then


and each


is seeking a foothold, trying


to remember when we looked


at one another


and found—A world again—Surely


what we long for is at the wheel 


contending.


Surely, we’ll soon hear 


its unearthly groan.


Lyric
Khaled Mattawa


Poem in Your Pocket Day


From Tocqueville by Khaled Mattawa, published by New Issues Poetry & Prose. Copyright © 2010 Khaled Mattawa. Used with permission 
of New Issues Poetry & Prose.







Thank you my life long afternoon


late in this spring that has no age


my window above the river


for the woman you led me to


when it was time at last the words


coming to me out of mid-air


that carried me through the clear day


and come even now to find me


for old friends and echoes of them


those mistakes only I could make


homesickness that guides the plovers


from somewhere they had loved before


they knew they loved it to somewhere


they had loved before they saw it


thank you good body hand and eye


and the places and moments known


only to me revisiting


once more complete just as they are


and the morning stars I have seen


and the dogs who are guiding me


Variation on a Theme
W. S. Merwin


Poem in Your Pocket Day


From Collected Poems 1996–2011 by W. S. Merwin. Copyright  © 2013 by W. S. Merwin. Reprinted by permission of The Library of America. 







Letters swallow themselves in seconds.   


Notes friends tied to the doorknob,   


transparent scarlet paper,


sizzle like moth wings,


marry the air.


So much of any year is flammable,   


lists of vegetables, partial poems.   


Orange swirling flame of days,   


so little is a stone.


Where there was something and suddenly isn’t,   


an absence shouts, celebrates, leaves a space.   


I begin again with the smallest numbers.


Quick dance, shuffle of losses and leaves,   


only the things I didn’t do   


crackle after the blazing dies.


Burning the Old Year
Naomi Shihab Nye


Poem in Your Pocket Day


From Words Under the Words: Selected Poems. Copyright © 1995 by Naomi Shihab Nye. Reprinted with the permission of the author.







As if there could be a world


Of absolute innocence


In which we forget ourselves


The owners throw sticks


And half-bald tennis balls


Toward the surf


And the happy dogs leap after them


As if catapulted—


Black dogs, tan dogs,


Tubes of glorious muscle—


Pursuing pleasure


More than obedience


They race, skid to a halt in the wet sand,


Sometimes they’ll plunge straight into


The foaming breakers


Like diving birds, letting the green turbulence


Toss them, until they snap and sink


Teeth into floating wood


Then bound back to their owners


Shining wet, with passionate speed


For nothing,


For absolutely nothing but joy.


The Dogs at Live Oak Beach, 
Santa Cruz
Alicia Ostriker


Poem in Your Pocket Day


Copyright © 1998 by Alicia Ostriker. Used with permission of the author.







In a skiff on a sunrisen lake we are watchers.


Swimming aimlessly is luxury just as walking 


loudly up a shallow stream is.


As we lean over the deep well, we whisper.


Friends at hearths are drawn to the one warm air; 


strangers meet on beaches drawn to the one wet sea.


What wd it be to be water, one body of water 


(what water is is another mystery) (We are 


water divided.) It wd be a self without walls, 


with surface tension, specific gravity a local


exchange between bedrock and cloud of falling and rising, 


rising to fall, falling to rise.


(1962)


Springing
Marie Ponsot


Poem in Your Pocket Day


Excerpted from Springing by Marie Ponsot. Copyright © 2002 by Marie Ponsot. Excerpted by permission of Knopf, a division of Random 
House, Inc. All rights reserved. No part of this excerpt may be reproduced without permission in writing from the publisher.







We give because someone gave to us.


We give because nobody gave to us.


We give because giving has changed us.


We give because giving could have changed us.


We have been better for it,


We have been wounded by it—


Giving has many faces: It is loud and quiet,


Big, though small, diamond in wood-nails.


Its story is old, the plot worn and the pages too,


But we read this book, anyway, over and again:


Giving is, first and every time, hand to hand,


Mine to yours, yours to mine.


You gave me blue and I gave you yellow.


Together we are simple green. You gave me


What you did not have, and I gave you


What I had to give—together, we made


Something greater from the difference.


When Giving Is All We Have
Alberto Ríos


Poem in Your Pocket Day


One river gives
Its journey to the next.


Copyright © 2014 by Alberto Ríos. Used with permission of the author.







The path was purple in the dusk.


I saw an owl, perched,


on a branch.


 


And when the owl stirred, a fine dust


fell from its wings. I was


silent then. And felt


 


the owl quaver. And at dawn, waking,


the path was green in the 


May light. 


The Owl
Arthur Sze


Poem in Your Pocket Day


From The Redshifting Web: Poems 1970–1998.  Copyright © 1998 by Arthur Sze. Used by permission of The Permissions Company, Inc., on 
behalf of Copper Canyon Press. 







Rone arm still a swan’s wing


The worst had happened before: love—before


I knew it was mine—


turned into a wild


swan      and flew


across the rough water


Outsider      seedword


until I die


I will be open to you as an egg


speechless red.


Eleventh Brother
Jean Valentine


Poem in Your Pocket Day


From Door in the Mountain. Copyright © 2004 by Jean Valentine. Reprinted with permission of Wesleyan University Press.







Whether or not the water was freezing. The body


would break its sheathe. Without layer on layer


of feather and air to insulate the loving belly.


A cloudy film surrounding the point of entry. If blue


were not blue how could love be love. But if the body


were made of rings. A loose halo would emerge


in the telluric light. If anyone were entrusted to verify


this rare occurrence. As the petal starts to


dwindle and curl unto itself. And only then. Love,


blue. Hallucinogenic blue, love.


Imaginary Morning Glory
C. D. Wright


Poem in Your Pocket Day


Copyright © by C. D. Wright. Used with the permission of the author.







Louise Glück is the author of over a dozen books of poetry, including Faithful and Virtuous 


Night (Farrar, Straus and Giroux, 2014), which won the 2014 National Book Award in Poetry. 


Her other honors include the Pulitzer Prize and the Lannan Literary Award for Poetry.  In 1999, 


Glück was elected a Chancellor of the Academy of American Poets, and in the fall of 2003, she 


was appointed the twelfth U.S. Poet Laureate. She lives in Connecticut.


Joy Harjo’s poetry collections include Conflict Resolution for Holy Beings (W. W. Norton, 


2015) and How We Became Human: New and Selected Poems (W. W. Norton, 2002). In 2015, she 


received the Wallace Stevens Award from the Academy of American Poets. Her other honors 


include the PEN Open Book Award and the American Indian Distinguished Achievement in the 


Arts Award. She lives in Tulsa, Oklahoma. 


Juan Felipe Herrera was the U. S. Poet Laureate and served as a Chancellor of the Academy 


of American Poets from 2011 to 2016. He is the author of many collections of poetry, including 


Notes on the Assemblage (City Lights, 2015) and Half of the World in Light: New and Selected 


Poems (University of Arizona Press, 2008), a recipient of the PEN/Beyond Margins Award. He 


lives in Fresno, California.


Edward Hirsch is the author of several books of poetry, most recently Gabriel: A Poem (Alfred 


A. Knopf, 2014), which was nominated for the National Book Award, as well as the national 


bestseller How to Read a Poem and Fall in Love with Poetry (Harcourt, 1999). He was elected a 


Chancellor of the Academy of American Poets in 2008, and he currently serves as the president 


of the John Simon Guggenheim Memorial Foundation. He lives in New York City.


Jane Hirshfield’s poetry collections include The Beauty: Poems (Alfred A. Knopf, 2015), which 


was nominated for the National Book Award, and Come, Thief (Alfred A. Knopf, 2011). In 2004, 


the Academy of American Poets awarded Hirshfield the Academy Fellowship for distinguished 


poetic achievement. Her other honors include the Poetry Center Book Award and numerous 
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fellowships. She served as a Chancellor of the Academy of American Poets from 2012 to 2017, and 


she lives in the San Francisco Bay Area.


Marie Howe’s poetry collections include The Kingdom of Ordinary Time (W. W. Norton, 


2008), which was a finalist for the Los Angeles Times Book Prize. Howe is the recipient of the 


2015 Academy of American Poets Fellowship and has also received grants from the Guggenheim 


Foundation, the Bunting Institution, and the National Endowment for the Arts. She currently 


serves as a Chancellor of the Academy of American Poets. She lives in New York City.


Alberto Ríos is the author of several poetry collections, most recently A Small Story About the 


Sky (Copper Canyon Press, 2015). His honors include the 1981 Walt Whitman Award from the 


Academy of American Poets and the Arizona Governor’s Arts Award. Ríos currently serves as 


the inaugural state poet laureate of Arizona , as well as a Chancellor of the Academy of American 


Poets. He lives in Tempe, Arizona.


Khaled Mattawa is the author of four poetry collections, including Tocqueville (New Issues, 


2010), and he has also translated many volumes of contemporary Arabic poetry. He is the 


recipient of the 2010 Academy of American Poets Fellowship. Mattawa’s other honors include 


the PEN American Center Poetry Translation Prize and numerous. He currently serves as a 


Chancellor of the Academy of American Poets and lives in Ann Arbor, Michigan.


W. S. Merwin is the author of many books of poetry, including The Shadow of Sirius  (Copper 


Canyon Press, 2008), which won the Pulitzer Prize, and Selected Translations (Copper Canyon 


Press, 2013), which was awarded the Harold Morton Landon Translation Award from the 


Academy of American Poets. His other honors include the Lannan Literary Award for Lifetime 


Achievement and the Lenore Marshall Poetry Prize from the Academy of American Poets. He 


is a former Chancellor of the Academy of American Poets and served as the U.S. Poet Laureate 


from 2010 to 2011. He lives in Hawaii.


Naomi Shihab Nye is the author of several poetry collections, including Transfer (BOA Editions, 


2011), as well as several children’s books. In 1988, she received the Academy of American Poets’ 


Lavan Award, and in 2009, she was elected a Chancellor of the Academy of American Poets. 


She has also received awards and fellowships from the International Poetry Forum and the 


Guggenheim Foundation, among others. She lives in San Antonio, Texas.







Alicia Ostriker is the author of over ten books of poetry, including The Old Woman, the Tulip, 


and the Dog (University of Pittsburgh Press, 2014), as well as several books of criticism. Her 


honors include the Paterson Poetry Award and the William Carlos Williams Award of the Poetry 


Society of America. She currently serves as a Chancellor of the Academy of American Poets. She 


lives in Princeton, New Jersey.


Marie Ponsot is the author of several poetry collections, including Easy (Alfred A. Knopf, 2009) 


and The Bird Catcher (Alfred A. Knopf, 1998), which won the National Book Circle Award. Her 


honors include the Delmore Schwartz Memorial Prize and the Ruth Lilly Poetry Prize. She was 


elected a Chancellor of the Academy of American Poets in 2010, and she lives in New York City.


Arthur Sze is the author of nine books of poetry, most recently Compass Rose (Copper Canyon 


Press, 2014). His honors include an American Book Award, the Jackson Poetry Prize from Poets 


& Writers magazine, a Lannan Literary Award for Poetry, and a Western States Book Award for 


Translation. Sze served as a Chancellor of the Academy of American Poets from 2012 to 2017, and 


he was the first poet laureate of Santa Fe, New Mexico, where he lives.


Jean Valentine is the author of several poetry collections, including Shirt in Heaven (Copper 


Canyon Press, 2015). She is the recipient of the 2009 Wallace Stevens Award from the Academy 


of American Poets. Her other honors include the National Book Award and the Shelley 


Memorial Prize from the Poetry Society of America. She lives in New York City.


C. D. Wright was the author of several poetry collections, including ShallCross (Copper Canyon 


Press, 2016) and One With Others (Copper Canyon Press, 2010), which received the Lenore 


Marshall Poetry Prize from the Academy of American Poets. Among her numerous honors are a 


Lannan Literary Award and a Whiting Award. Wright served as state poet of Rhode Island from 


1994 to 1999, and in 2013, she was elected a Chancellor of the Academy of American Poets. She 


died in January 2016.







Poems to Share by Contemporary  
Canadian Poets


To Pablo by George Elliott Clarke


If a Poem Could Walk by Lorna Crozier


Another Poem About My Father by Kayla Czaga


rich in horses by Marilyn Dumont


Five by Sue Goyette


The Road Ghazal by Sheniz Janmohamed


Mentor Moon by M. Travis Lane 


There Goes the Neighbourhood by Alice Major


The Thousand-Year Egg by Bruce Meyer


Owed by George Murray


North of Cochin by Antony di Nardo


Paddling the Bus by Armand Garnet Ruffo


Before Is Also a Place: To the Eve River byRenée Sarojini Saklikar


i would call this a love letter but i’m not wordsworth and there aren’t enough flowers by 
Zainab Syed


Ode to a Barn by Daniel Scott Tysdal







In school, I hated poetry—those skinny,


Malnourished poems that professors love;


The bad grammar and dirty words that catch


In the mouth like fishhooks, tear holes in speech.


Pablo, your words are rain I run through,


Grass I sleep in.


To Pablo
George Elliott Clarke


Poem in Your Pocket Day


© Gaspereau Press Ltd, from Whylah Falls







It would have paws, not feet, 


four of them to sink into the moss


when humans blunder up the path.


Or hooves, small ones,


leaving half-moons in the sand.


Something to make you stop


    and wonder


what kind of animal this is,


where it came from, where it’s going.


It draws nearest when you are most alone. 


You lay red plums on your blanket,


a glass of cool cider, two sugar cubes,


knowing it is tame and wild—


 the perfect animal—


knowing it will stop for nothing


as it walks


              with its four new legs


right off the page.


If a Poem Could Walk
Lorna Crozier


Poem in Your Pocket Day


From The Blue Hour of the Day: Selected Poems, McClelland and Stewart 







I don’t get poetry either. Mostly I get cavities,


ad mail. Once, I got eleven hundred dollars


in small change from my father for Christmas.


He said, you’ve got to work for your money—


meaning you’ve got to haul it through six feet 


of snow to the bank, good luck, here’s a bag.  


My father is more like a poem than most poems 


are. He once tucked a living loon into his coat 


and brought it home to amuse my mother who 


loves birds, especially surprised-sounding birds, 


especially owls. My nostalgia receptors zigzag 


wildly through me when I think of my father 


pushing his metal detector across all the parks, 


school yards, and riverbanks of this great nation,  


waving it back and forth—like some sort of 


yaywho, my mother would say—until it beeps


solemnly above a nickel. With a butterknife


he cuts such slender metaphors from the earth.


Another Poem About  
 My Father
Kayla Czaga


Poem in Your Pocket Day


Reprinted with permission.







we had snow horses and we had saw horses—both melted 


we had stuffed horses and we had stick horses—they decayed


we had skid horses and we had mules—both became obsolete


we rode saddle horses and some of us rode broncs


there were horses in our eyes but more in our heads


we had stories and bet on horses, and sometimes they became one


we had many horses but never owned one


we had bold horses and we had silent ones


we had hunters, saddle and pack horses


we rode small, swift buffalo runners


and drove lumbering Belgian skid horses


we had many horses but never owned one


we rode horses and they raised us


 


rich in horses
Marilyn Dumont


Poem in Your Pocket Day


From The Pemmican Eaters, ECW Press 2015







The incline to our streets was first invented


as an easy way to feed the ocean tethered 


to the end of them. We’d roll down bottles


of caught breath of our gifted sermons.


We’d drag skeins of dreams talk. Little hoofed


arguments. The ocean was a beast left in our care


and it was in our best interest to keep it fed.  


This is how we thought back then. For awhile


it was renamed Dragon and men would spear its sides


and endure its wrath to get to the swimming jewels


beneath it. We often ate those jewels,


cooking their slender bodies over our fires.


Back then, we didn’t know a great deal


about dragons and how, when provoked,


they’d stand and flap their gigantic wings.


This is how we first learned of storms. The fish


in our cooking pots would swim hard then,


the lash of their home coming down for them


through our roofs.


Five
Sue Goyette


Poem in Your Pocket Day


From Ocean (Gaspereau Press, 2013)







Pack light, walk tall. You’ll need courage to take this road.


The maple bows to you, scattering her leaves upon this road. 


A flap of cardinal feathers, the night-dipped wing of a raven!


Turn your head, there’s more to see than the end of this road. 


Have you dropped enough crumbs to trace your heart back home?


Home is in every step you take, home is every rock on this road.


When you arrive, reach into your pocket and pull out that rock. 


Leave it behind— someone else will find home on this road.


The Road Ghazal
Sheniz Janmohamed


Poem in Your Pocket Day


© Sheniz Janmohamed







The moon has gone over the hill and now


still lustres faintly in the trees


before she sinks in cloud banks, marsh,


the flattened sea, the pale shine of the beach


which, with no moon at all, is white.


 


It seems


a chalkboard in a school


on which the flung-up drift-weed


scrawls letters not one of us could read,


twined, twinned with logs and dory rope.


 


The soft foam nuzzles at my feet.


The night air’s cold. No birds


wheel out about there in the sky.


Now all of us (our mentor, moon)


withdraw, go under covers, go to bed.


Mentor Moon
M. Travis Lane


Poem in Your Pocket Day


From Crossover, Cormorant Press, 2015







Magpie as neighbour. You’ve moved in,


hold your raucous parties, shout at the kids,


fix up your house—a slipshod, DIY


endeavour that always seems half-done. Twigs


strewn all around the yard.


We complain that you’ve forced out


the elegant kingbird couple


and that lovely warbler family who used


to ornament the neighbourhood,


 forgetting it wasn’t you


who moved in first, altered the architecture


of poplar, hazelnut and reed-rimmed slough,


wild rose, stonecrop, berry bush.


 We ignore the fact 


that you’re the only ones prepared to cope with us— 


to live off garbage bins out back,


plant your nests where predatory cars 


go prowling by, and square up to the cat.


There Goes the 
 Neighborhood
Alice Major


Poem in Your Pocket Day


© Alice Major







What is buried may eventually rise:


the delicious life, lost treasures with black shells,


amber whites and pungent cheese-like yolks,


living proof that a sleeping beauty


lives after having slept so long.


The emperors of ancient China


believed in everlasting life,


that if buried with their household cast


would rise and restart their reigns on cue.


In a dream of a winter morning a thousand years away,


my daughter wakes with half the day


consumed by teenage sleep.


She has probably grown in the night—


taller and more beautiful than yesterday,


and with her disshevelled hair,


red and radiant in the midday sun,


she passes before our kitchen window


translucent as amber when light shines through.


The Thousand-Year Egg
Bruce Meyer


Poem in Your Pocket Day


From The Arrow of Time, Ronsdale Press, 2015







My debts are my blessings, so I stay home


to count what I haven’t, and add no more.


The pots above the stove hang and ring


their slight touches as I enter the room.


Here are the facts of you alone, they sing.


The kitchen table is an accountant’s desk.


Sit down without a plate, it says, among


the strewn toys and echoed noise of small wrecks.


Calculate not what’s owed and owned,


but what’s outstanding, and who that’s for.


Owed
George Murray


Poem in Your Pocket Day


From Whiteout (ECW Press, 2012), used with permission of author







Ferry the locals from Kottayam to the church on Sunday.


Fetch the elephants.


Take the bus ride to Kumali,


come to the southwest corner


and the tea plantations, seven degrees south, overlooking


the ocean’s scrim.


Mussels on request, unlimited rations of supplicants and sand.


$45 a day for two.


Albino dolphins and leopard-skin patches pad the beach.


All hats are cool.


Now you can forget how you got here.


Negotiate the sunset.


Nets in waiting above the sea.


Go to Giddyfly.


North of Cochin
Antony di Nardo


Poem in Your Pocket Day


From Roaming Charges, Brick Books, 2015.







Voyageurs all of us. Riding the day


long shimmer of waves 


reflecting window storefronts. 


Circuitous routes 


catching us in their current. 


Shooting the Rideau Street rapids.  


Funneled along MacKenzie King.


Dashing to a swift stop at Lincoln Fields, 


Pinecrest or Bayshore eddy.


Voyageurs all of us, pulling together,


soon to lay our paddles down, 


weary and destined 


for dinner.


Paddling the Bus
Armand Garnet Ruffo


Poem in Your Pocket Day


© Armand Garnet Ruffo







That summer we hiked past the rip-rapped roads


 stayed high up on trails,


 logged to the water line, 


 covered in young hemlock,


 red alder.


—That’s how you find the river


—Line by line, the alder or follow the trail 


 To young Douglas Firs, tree farmed,


close to power lines, radio towers visible, 


western Hemlocks, also planted. 


coastal streams built over, where coho once, pink once, chinook, 


chum, salmon, steelhead—


Once upon a time, we were together.


Before Is Also a Place:  
 To the Eve River
Renée Sarojini Saklikar


Poem in Your Pocket Day


A version of this poem forthcoming in Thot-J-Bap, Nous-Zot Press, 2016







dearest,


every time I say “hello”


my words claw at my lips


biting into the sides of my cheeks


because what I wanted to say was


there are cobwebs in my wrists


my mouth tastes like stale rose petals


I have been trying to bloom in winter sunlight


but instead I prise my teeth apart once more


to ask how you’ve been


and make crescent moons in my palms


swallow the love letters in my throat


somebody told me that a part of me was once a supernova exploding


and I wonder if my skin reaching for yours is just a star


piecing itself together.


i would call this a love 
 letter but i’m not 
 wordsworth and there 
 aren’t enough flowers 
Zainab Syed


Poem in Your Pocket Day


Winning poem, 2014 Jessamy Stursberg Contest for Canadian Youth, Senior category







The first memory I recall


is watching this barn rise


into a sky where nothing stood,


the nothing there said, “Bye.”


What if endless fires raged


and swept the barns away?


Where would we keep our tools and toil?


Where would the critters stray?


The first memory I recall


is of our dog chasing a fox.


My father raised his rifle, aimed.


Guess which one he shot.


Ode to a Barn
Daniel Scott Tysdal
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Africadian (African-Nova Scotian) poet George Elliott Clarke was the Poet Laureate of Canada 


(2016–2017) and the Poet Laureate of Toronto (2012–2015). The author of 14 poetry “projects,” 


Clarke is also revered as an opera librettist, novelist, and playwright. His latest verse work is 


Extra Illicit Sonnets (Exile Editions, 2015), a set of amatory lyrics.


Lorna Crozier’s latest books, both published in 2015, are The Wrong Cat (McClelland & 


Stewart) and The Wild in You (Greystone Books),  a collaboration with photographer Ian 


McAllister. She’s an Officer of the Order of Canada and the recipient of the Governor General’s 


Award and five honorary doctorates for her contributions to Canadian literature.


Kayla Czaga grew up in Kitimat and now lives in Vancouver, BC, where she recently earned her 


MFA in Creative Writing at UBC. Her poetry, nonfiction and fiction has been published in The 


Walrus, Best Canadian Poetry 2013, Room Magazine, Event and The Antigonish Review, among 


others. For Your Safety Please Hold On (Nightwood, 2015) is her first book.


Marilyn Dumont’s poetry has won provincial and national awards.  She has been the Writer-in-


Residence at five Canadian universities and the Edmonton Public Library as well as faculty in 


Literary Arts and advisor in the Aboriginal Emerging Writers Program at the Banff Centre in 


Alberta.  She freelances for a living.


Sue Goyette lives in Halifax, Nova Scotia, and has published five books of poems and a novel. 


Her collection Ocean (Gaspereau Press, 2013) was short-listed for the 2014 Griffin Poetry Prize 


and won the 2016 Lieutenant Governor of Nova Scotia Masterworks Arts Award. Her latest 


collection isThe Brief Reincarnation of a Girl (Gaspereau Press, 2015). 


Sheniz Janmohamed is an author, artist educator, and spoken-word artist. She is the author of 


two collections of poetry: Bleeding Light (Mawenzi House, 2010) and Firesmoke (Mawenzi 


House, 2014). Sheniz facilitates creative writing workshops for writers of all ages and is a Mentor-


Artist at the Royal Conservatory in Toronto. 
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M. Travis Lane has published sixteen collections of poetry. The 2015 collection Crossover 


(Cormorant Books, 2015) was short listed for the Governor General’s Award.  A book about her 


poetry, “How Thought Feels”: The Poetry of M. Travis Lane (Frog Hollow Press) came out in 


2015, and two more collections will be published in 2016 or 2017: The Complete Long Poems of M. 


Travis Lane and Heart on Fist, Selected Prose of M. Travis Lane.


Alice Major has published 10 books of poetry. She lives in the western Canadian city of 


Edmonton, where she served as the city’s first poet laureate. She is very interested in science as 


well as poetry, and often combines the two in her writing.


Bruce Meyer is author of 47 books of poetry, short fiction, and nonfiction. His most recent books 


areThe Madness of Planets (Black Moss Press, 2016), The Arrow of Time (Ronsdale Press, 2015), 


and  The Seasons (Porcupine’s Quill, 2014). He lives in Barrie, Ontario.


George Murray is the author of six books of poetry, one bestselling book of aphorisms, and a 


book for children. His work appears widely in journals and magazines in Canada, the United 


States, the UK, and Australia. He lives in St. John’s, Newfoundland. 


Antony Di Nardo is the author of three collections of poetry, most recently Roaming Charges 


(Brick Books, 2015). His work appears in journals across Canada and internationally. After 


teaching in Beirut for several years, he has returned to his home in Sutton, Quebec.


Armand Garnet Ruffo draws on his Ojibway heritage for his work.  His writing includes 


Introduction to Indigenous Literary Criticism in Canada (Broadview Press, 2015), The 


Thunderbird Poems (Harbour, 2015), and Norval Morrisseau: Man Changing Into Thunderbird 


(Douglas & McIntyre, 2014), nominated for the Governor General’s Literary Award.  He teaches 


at Queen’s University in Kingston, Ontario, Canada. 


Renée Sarojini Saklikar writes thecanadaproject, widely published in journals, anthologies 


and chapbooks. The first completed book from thecanadaproject is children of air india, un/
authorized exhibits and interjections (Nightwood Editions, 2013), winner of the 2014 Canadian 


Authors Association Award for poetry. Renée is currently a mentor and instructor for Simon 


Fraser University and cofounder of the poetry reading series Lunch Poems at SFU. With Wayde 


Compton, Renée coedited The Revolving City: 51 Poems and the Stories Behind Them (Anvil 







Press, 2015). Renée was recently appointed poet laureate for the City of Surrey. She collects 


poems about bees.


Zainab Syed is a queer feminist who spends most of her time reading E. E. Cummings and the 


Communist Manifesto and, trying (unsuccessfully) to befriend her cat. She lives in Toronto and 


can be found in parks taking pictures of squirrels.


Daniel Scott Tysdal is the ReLit Award winning author of three books of poetry, most recently 


Fauxccasional Poems (icehouse poetry, 2015), and the poetry textbook The Writing Moment: A 


Practical Guide to Creating Poems (Oxford University Press, 2014). He is an Associate Professor, 


Teaching Stream, at the University of Toronto Scarborough. 
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The night is darkening round me, 


The wild winds coldly blow; 


But a tyrant spell has bound me 


And I cannot, cannot go. 


 


The giant trees are bending 


Their bare boughs weighed with snow. 


And the storm is fast descending, 


And yet I cannot go. 


 


Clouds beyond clouds above me, 


Wastes beyond wastes below; 


But nothing drear can move me; 


I will not, cannot go. 


 


 


 


 


 


 


               


Spellbound
Emily Brontë 


Poem in Your Pocket Day


This poem is in the public domain. For more poems visit poets.org







Whirl up, sea— 


Whirl your pointed pines.   


Splash your great pines   


On our rocks.   


Hurl your green over us— 


Cover us with your pools of fir. 


  


Oread
H. D. 


Poem in Your Pocket Day


This poem is in the public domain. For more poems visit poets.org







Wild Nights — Wild Nights! 


Were I with thee 


Wild Nights should be 


Our luxury! 


 


Futile — the winds — 


To a heart in port — 


Done with the compass — 


Done with the chart! 


 


Rowing in Eden — 


Ah, the sea! 


Might I moor — Tonight — 


In thee!  


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


           


Wild Nights—Wild Nights!
Emliy Dickinson
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This poem is in the public domain. For more poems visit poets.org







Batter my heart, three-personed God, for you 


As yet but knock, breathe, shine, and seek to mend; 


That I may rise, and stand, o’erthrow me, and bend 


Your force to break, blow, burn, and make me new. 


I, like an usurped town, to another due, 


Labour to admit you, but Oh, to no end. 


Reason, your viceroy in me, me should defend, 


But is captived, and proves weak or untrue. 


Yet dearly I love you, and would be loved fain, 


But am betrothed unto your enemy: 


Divorce me, untie or break that knot again, 


Take me to you, imprison me, for I, 


Except you enthrall me, never shall be free, 


Nor ever chaste, except you ravish me. 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


           


Holy Sonnet 14
John Donne
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              The oriole sings in the greening grove 


                          As if he were half-way waiting, 


                          The rosebuds peep from their hoods of green, 


                          Timid and hesitating. 


The rain comes down in a torrent sweep 


             And the nights smell warm and piney, 


The garden thrives, but the tender shoots 


             Are yellow-green and tiny. 


Then a flash of sun on a waiting hill,  


             Streams laugh that erst were quiet, 


The sky smiles down with a dazzling blue 


             And the woods run mad with riot. 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


  


Summer in the South
Paul Laurence Dunbar 
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This poem is in the public domain. For more poems visit poets.org







I found a dimpled spider, fat and white, 


On a white heal-all, holding up a moth 


Like a white piece of rigid satin cloth— 


Assorted characters of death and blight 


Mixed ready to begin the morning right, 


Like the ingredients of a witches’ broth— 


A snow-drop spider, a flower like a froth, 


And dead wings carried like a paper kite. 


 


What had that flower to do with being white, 


The wayside blue and innocent heal-all? 


What brought the kindred spider to that height, 


Then steered the white moth thither in the night? 


What but design of darkness to appall?— 


If design govern in a thing so small. 


 


 


  


Design
Robert Frost 


Poem in Your Pocket Day
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Bright star! would I were steadfast as thou art— 


   Not in lone splendour hung aloft the night, 


And watching, with eternal lids apart, 


   Like Nature’s patient sleepless Eremite, 


The moving waters at their priestlike task 


   Of pure ablution round earth’s human shores, 


Or gazing on the new soft fallen mask 


   Of snow upon the mountains and the moors— 


No—yet still steadfast, still unchangeable, 


   Pillow’d upon my fair love’s ripening breast, 


To feel for ever its soft fall and swell, 


   Awake for ever in a sweet unrest, 


Still, still to hear her tender-taken breath, 


And so live ever—or else swoon to death. 


 


 


                 


 


 


 


 


 


 


Bright Star
John Keats 
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Bananas ripe and green, and ginger root 


     Cocoa in pods and alligator pears, 


And tangerines and mangoes and grape fruit, 


     Fit for the highest prize at parish fairs, 


 


Sat in the window, bringing memories 


     of fruit-trees laden by low-singing rills, 


And dewy dawns, and mystical skies 


     In benediction over nun-like hills. 


 


My eyes grow dim, and I could no more gaze; 


     A wave of longing through my body swept, 


And, hungry for the old, familiar ways 


     I turned aside and bowed my head and wept. 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


The Tropics of New York
Claude McKay 
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I will be the gladdest thing   


    Under the sun!   


I will touch a hundred flowers   


    And not pick one.   


   


I will look at cliffs and clouds 


    With quiet eyes,   


Watch the wind bow down the grass,   


    And the grass rise.   


   


And when lights begin to show   


    Up from the town, 


I will mark which must be mine,   


    And then start down! 


 


  


Afternoon on a Hill
Edna St. Vincent Millay


Poem in Your Pocket Day


This poem is in the public domain. For more poems visit poets.org







What passing-bells for these who die as cattle?  


Only the monstrous anger of the guns.  


Only the stuttering rifles’ rapid rattle  


Can patter out their hasty orisons.  


No mockeries now for them; no prayers nor bells;  


Nor any voice of mourning save the choirs,  


The shrill, demented choirs of wailing shells;  


And bugles calling for them from sad shires.  


What candles may be held to speed them all?  


Not in the hands of boys, but in their eyes  


Shall shine the holy glimmers of good-byes.  


The pallor of girls’ brows shall be their pall;  


Their flowers the tenderness of patient minds,  


And each slow dusk a drawing-down of blinds.  


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


  


Anthem for Doomed 
 Youth
Wilfred Owen 
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Shall I compare thee to a summer’s day? 


Thou art more lovely and more temperate. 


Rough winds do shake the darling buds of May, 


And summer’s lease hath all too short a date. 


Sometime too hot the eye of heaven shines, 


And often is his gold complexion dimmed; 


And every fair from fair sometime declines, 


By chance, or nature’s changing course, untrimmed; 


But thy eternal summer shall not fade, 


Nor lose possession of that fair thou ow’st, 


Nor shall death brag thou wand’rest in his shade, 


When in eternal lines to Time thou grow’st. 


     So long as men can breathe, or eyes can see, 


     So long lives this, and this gives life to thee. 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


Sonnet 18
William Shakespeare 
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Thunder blossoms gorgeously above our heads, 


Great, hollow, bell-like flowers, 


Rumbling in the wind, 


Stretching clappers to strike our ears . . . 


Full-lipped flowers 


Bitten by the sun 


Bleeding rain 


Dripping rain like golden honey— 


And the sweet earth flying from the thunder. 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


  


Storm Ending
Jean Toomer 
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I Celebrate myself, and sing myself, 


And what I assume you shall assume, 


For every atom belonging to me as good belongs to you. 


 


I loafe and invite my soul, 


I lean and loafe at my ease observing a spear of summer grass. 


 


My tongue, every atom of my blood, form’d from this soil, 


 this air, 


Born here of parents born here from parents the same, and  


 their parents the same, 


I, now thirty-seven years old in perfect health begin, 


Hoping to cease not till death. 


 


Creeds and schools in abeyance, 


Retiring back a while sufficed at what they are, but never 


 forgotten, 


I harbor for good or bad, I permit to speak at every hazard, 


Nature without check with original energy. 


 


 


 


Song of Myself, I
Walt Whitman 
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A slumber did my spirit seal; 


   I had no human fears: 


She seemed a thing that could not feel 


   The touch of earthly years. 


 


No motion has she now, no force; 


   She neither hears nor sees; 


Rolled round in earth’s diurnal course, 


   With rocks, and stones, and trees. 


 


 


 


 


  


A Slumber Did My  
 Spirit Seal
William Wordsworth 
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I will arise and go now, and go to Innisfree, 


And a small cabin build there, of clay and wattles made: 


Nine bean-rows will I have there, a hive for the honey-bee; 


And live alone in the bee-loud glade. 


 


And I shall have some peace there, for peace comes dropping slow, 


Dropping from the veils of the morning to where the cricket sings; 


There midnight’s all a glimmer, and noon a purple glow, 


And evening full of the linnet’s wings. 


 


I will arise and go now, for always night and day 


I hear lake water lapping with low sounds by the shore; 


While I stand on the roadway, or on the pavements grey, 


I hear it in the deep heart’s core. 


 


 


 


The Lake Isle of Innisfree
W. B. Yeats
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Haiku


A traditional Japanese haiku is a three-line poem with 
seventeen syllables, written in a 5/7/5 syllable count. Often 
focusing on images from nature, haiku emphasizes simplici-
ty, intensity, and directness of expression.


Haiku began in thirteenth-century Japan as the opening 
phrase of renga, an oral poem, generally 100 stanzas long, 
which was also composed syllabically. The much shorter 
haiku broke away from renga in the sixteenth-century, and 
was mastered a century later by Matsuo Basho, who wrote 
this classic haiku:
     
     An old pond!
     A frog jumps in—
     the sound of water.


Haiku was traditionally written in the present tense and fo-
cused on associations between images. There was a pause 
at the end of the first or second line, and a “season word,” 
or kigo, specified the time of year.


As the form has evolved, many of these rules—including 
the 5/7/5 practice—have been routinely broken. However, 
the philosophy of haiku has been preserved: the focus on a 
brief moment in time; a use of provocative, colorful images; 
an ability to be read in one breath; and a sense of sudden 
enlightenment and illumination.


 


To read more examples 
of poems written in the 
haiku form, visit  
www.poets.org/haiku.


To read about other 
poetic forms, such as the 
acrostic, the cinquain, 
and the sonnet, visit 
www.poets.org.


Appendix







How to Create a Folded Swan







Diagram by Andrew Hudson, Public  
Diagram Project. Used with permission 
of the Creative Commons Attribution 
3.0 United States License. 







Other Resources


Poem-a-Day 
Poem-a-Day is the original and only daily digital poetry series featuring over 200 new, 
previously unpublished poems by today’s talented poets each year. On weekdays, poems 
are accompanied by exclusive commentary by the poets. The series highlights classic 
poems on weekends. Launched in 2006, Poem-a-Day is now distributed via email, web, 
and social media to 350,000+ readers free of charge and is available for syndication. 
For more information, visit www.poets.org/poetsorg/poem-day.


Teach This Poem
Inspired by the success of our popular syndicated series Poem-a-Day, we’re pleased 
to announce the launch of Teach This Poem. Produced for K-12 educators, Teach This 
Poem features one poem a week from our online poetry collection, accompanied by 
interdisciplinary resources and activities designed to help teachers quickly and easily 
bring poetry into the classroom. The series is curated by our Educator in Residence,  
Dr. Madeleine Fuchs Holzer, and is available for free via email. For more information, 
visit www.poets.org/poetsorg/teach-poem.


Poetry Lesson Plans
The Academy of American Poets presents lesson plans, most of which align with Com-
mon Core State Standards, and all of which have been reviewed by our Educator in 
Residence with an eye toward developing skills of perception and imagination. We hope 
they will inspire the educators in our community to bring even more poems into your 
classrooms! For more information, visit www.poets.org/poetsorg/lesson-plans.


National Poetry Month
National Poetry Month is the largest literary celebration in the world, with tens of mil-
lions of readers, students, K-12 teachers, librarians, booksellers, literary events cura-
tors, publishers, bloggers, and, of course, poets marking poetry’s important place in 
our culture and our lives. 


While we celebrate poets and poetry year-round, the Academy of American Poets was 
inspired by the successful celebrations of Black History Month (February) and Women’s 
History Month (March), and founded National Poetry Month in April 1996 with an aim to:


•	 highlight the extraordinary legacy and ongoing achievement of American poets,
•	 encourage the reading of poems,
•	 assist teachers in bringing poetry into their classrooms,
•	 increase the attention paid to poetry by national and local media,
•	 encourage increased publication and distribution of poetry books, and 
•	 encourage support for poets and poetry.


For more information, visit www.poets.org/npm.



www.poets.org/npm





The Academy of American Poets
The Academy of American Poets is the largest membership-based nonprofit 
organization fostering an appreciation for contemporary poetry and supporting 
American poets. For over three generations, the organization has connected mil-
lions of people to great poetry through programs such as National Poetry Month, 
the largest literary celebration in the world; Poets.org, one of the leading poet-
ry sites online; American Poets, a biannual magazine; an annual series of poetry 
readings and special events; and its education programs. 


The League of Canadian Poets
The League of Canadian Poets is the professional organization for established 
and emerging Canadian poets. Founded in 1966 to nurture the advancement of 
poetry in Canada, and the promotion of the interests of poets, it now comprises 
over 700 members. The League serves the poetry community and promotes a 
high level of professional achievement through events, networking, projects, pub-
lications, mentoring and awards. It administers programs and funds for govern-
ments and private donors and encourages an appreciative readership and audi-
ence for poetry through educational partnerships and presentations to diverse 
groups. As the recognized voice of Canadian poets, it represents their concerns 
to governments, publishers, and society at large, and maintains connections with 
similar organizations at home and abroad. The League strives to promote equal 
opportunities for poets from every literary tradition and cultural and demo-
graphic background.







